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MjDCCjLXXlX, 


T  O 


JOHN  ANDREE,  M.D. 


I  BEG  leave  to  ofFer  the 

protection. 

The  Rank  you  have  durinp- 
many  years  defervedly  borne  in 
the  profeffion  of  Phyfic,  and 
the   Character  you    have  ever 

fupportcd. 


iv      DEDICATION, 
fupported,  of  a  judicious,  can- 
did,     and     honourable    Practi- 
tioner,  would  have  been  fuffi- 
cient  inducements  to  render  me 

defirous  of  addreffing  this  De- 
dication to  you  :  but,  Sir,  a 
much  more  powerful  motive, 
is,  my  defire  of  offering  you 
every  poiTibie  mark  of  refpe£t. 

I  am,  Sir, 
Your  mofl  dutiful  Son, 


John  Andree,  Jun. 


Carey-Street, 

iVc-y.  1779. 
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T    H    E 


PRE 


THE  enfuing  Obfervations  on  tlie  Vene- 
real Difeafe,  are  publilhed  with  the 
defign  of  obviating  a  complaint,  made  by 
many  Students  in  Surgery,  and  fome  others 
of  the  Profeffion,  of  the  want  of  a  treatife 
on  the  prefent  method  of  curing  this  difeafe 
in  London,  in  private  pradice  :  for  they  afTert 
(and  with  truth)  that  the  method  pracftifed  in 
Hofpitals,  of  falivating  for  the  cure  of  molt 
venereal  diforders,  cannot  be  adopted  in  pri- 
vate, as  very  few  patients  would  fubmit  to  fo 
fevere  a  mercurial  courfe,  unlefs  for  the  cure 
of  the  worft  ftate  of  the  difeafe. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  render  this  Work  as 
concife   as  poiTible,    and   have    therefore  de- 

{ignedly 


vi  PREFACE, 

fignedly  avoided  entering  into  many  fuch  pAt- 
ticulars  of  the  difeafe  as  are  generally  known, 
or  may  be  found  in  books ;  dwelling  chiefly 
upon  thofe  fymptoms  whofe  cure  I  judged 
would  admit  of  fome  improvement. 

I  fhould  be  extremely  forry  to  difguft  any, 
but  particularly  the  judicious  part  of  the  Pro- 
ftfiion,  by  this  Publication — them  I  do  not 
pretend  to  inili'ud: — and  I  would  willingly 
have  fupprelTed  the  Work,  had  the  fubjedt 
been  adopted  bj  another. 

If  the  motive  above  flated  for  publiihing 
thefe  Obfervations  is  anfwered,  I  fhall  be 
happy ;  my  highefl  ambition  being  to  merif 
the  charadier  of  having  done  fome  good  to  fo 
truly  ufeful  and  noble  a  Science  as  that  of 
Surgery. 


OBSE  RVATrdNS 

«  ■ 

O  N    T  H  E 

VENEREAL    DISEASE. 


THE  method  of  curing  the  Venereal  Dif- 
eafe,  has  been  as  much  improved  v/ithia 
the  laft  forty  years,  as  that  of  any  other,  ex- 
cepting the  Small  Pox.  This  is  known  by 
the  obfervations  of  thofe  who  have  been  fo  long 
acquainted  with  Surgery  in  London,  and  by 
drawing  acomparlfon  between  the  moiji:  fkilfjil 
modes  of  cure  now  ufed,  and  thofe  recom- 
mended by  the  late  Dr.  Daniel  Turner,  in  his 
Syphilis  i  by  which  it  will  appear,  that  the 
dofes  of  mercury  then  given  were  full  double 
in  quantity  to  thofe  now  ufed ;  that  falivation, 
^aftic  purges,  or  mercurial  emetics,  £.nd  con- 
finement to  a  warm  room,  were  ufually  thought 
i^cefTary  for  the  cure  of  every  fymptom  of  the 
difeafe,  excepting  the  gonorrhoea;  and  withal, 
that  tlie  cures  were  not  performed  in  hfs  tirpe 
than  by  the  methods  pow  in  ufc. 

B  Tlie 


[       2       ] 

The  time  of  the  firfl  appearance  of  the  dif- 
eafe  in  this  country,  has  generally  been  made 
a  matter  of  doubt  5  nor  have  the  opinions  of 
writers  concerning  its  origination  been  more 
confiftent. 

That  its  origin  is  of  a  very  ancient  date,  is 
known  from  the  teftimony  of  various  authors; 
and  in  the  original  manufcript  of  the  ancient 
cuftomary  of  the  diocefe  of  Winchefber,  for 
the  good  order  of  the  public  ftews,  or  brothels, 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Sixth,  which  is 
about  three  hundred  years  ago,  the  difeafe  is 
fpoken  of  as  a  common,  and  not  a  new  one. 
In  fa<5i:,  the  difeafe  being  a  poifon  fui  generis, 
and  generated  in  the  human  body,  it  mud  be 
very  difficult  to  fix  the  time  when  it  firfl:  ap- 
peared in  this  illand,  or  to  afcertain  its  primary 
caufe ;  and  on  this  principle  it  feems  unne- 
cefTary  to  feek  for  the  date  of  its  importation 
from  a  foreign  country,  as  it  is  probably  an 
original  difeafe  of  this,  as  well  as  of  many 
other  parts  of  the  world.  That  it  is  generated 
in  the  human  body,  can  fcarcely  be  doubted  ; 
for  there  is  no  reafon  to  believe,  that  it  could 
have  been  received  from  any  mineral  or  vege- 
table fubftances,  nor  from  any  other  animal, 
as  we  do  not  know  that  any  creature  befides 
mankind  is  fubjed:  to  it :  a  dog  cannot  be  in- 

feded 
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felled  with  it;  for  experiments  have  been  made 
to  prove  this,  by  applying  venereal  matter  to 
wounds,  and  to  their  genitals,  which  never 
produced  any  efFedls  at  all  like  the  venereal 
diforder.  The  caufe  and  origin  of  feveral  other 
contagious  difeafes,  formed  in,  and  peculiar  to, 
the  human  body,  appear  equally  extraordinary 
and  unintelligible :  but  there  is  great  reafon 
to  fuppofe  that  this  diieafe  is  not  coeval  with 
mankind ;  becaufc,  if  it  had  exifted  for  many 
centuries  before  the  fpecific  for  its  cure  was 
known,  it  is  poflible  that  the  human  race 
would  have  been  nearly  exterminated  by  it 
in  thofe  countries  where  it  had  raged. 

Previous  to  the  enfuing  obfervations  upon 
the  theory  and  cure  of  this  difeafe,  it  may  be, 
perhaps,  thought  necefTary  to  give  a  few  out- 
lines of  its  hiflory  in  this  country.  At  its 
firft  appearance,  it  was  regarded  as  a  fpecies 
of  plague:  the  infecfled  were  debarred  the  ufual 
intercourfe  with  the  reft  of  mankind  (the  dif- 
eafe being  fuppofed  to  be  contagious  in  every 
mode  of  contavfl)  :  they  received  no  farther 
affiftance  frorn  the  healing  art  than  a  palliation 
of  the  fymptoms  of  the  diforder  by  topical  ap- 
plications, and  copious  evacuations  by  vena?- 
fedion,  purgative,  diuretic,  and  fudorific  medi- 
cines.    Afterwards  guaiacum,  farfaparilla,  and 

B  2  other 
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otrer  mefiicines  of  the  fame  kind,  were  pre- 
fcribed  as  antidotes  for  the  cure  of  this  difeafe; 
and  by  thefe  remedies  its  fymptoms  were  ufu- 
ally  palliated.  The  external  and  internal  ufc 
of  mercury  was  next  introduced  into  pracftice, 
as  the  only  fpeciiic  for  its  cure  ;  but  afterwards 
got  into  difrepute,  on  account  of  the  enormous 
quantity  which  was  thought  needful  to  efFed: 
a  proper  cure,  being  often,  by  the  violence  of 
its  adion  on  the  conHituticn,  fatal  to  the  pa- 
tient; and  frequently  leaving  the  conftitutioii 
fo  debilitated,  as  never  to  recover  its  former 
vigour. 

Since  the  fifteenth  century,  when  it  was 
difcovered  that  mercury  was  a  certain  Antidote, 
and  the  only  medicine  which  could  be  relied 
on  for  the  cure  of  this  difeafe,  various  theories 
and  modes  of  cure  have  been,  at  different 
times,  almofl:  univerfally  adopted  and  pradlifed 
in  England:  mofl:  of  which  are  not  fo  judi- 
cious as  thofe  ufcd  by  our  anceflors  ;  for  Am- 
brofe  Parey,  a  fenfible  Writer,  and  fkilful  Sur- 
geoji,  in  his  Treatife  on  Surgery,  publiflied 
in  1579?  has  better  ideas  on  the  theory  arid 
cure  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  than  many  authors 
who  have  written  on  it  fince  that  time. 

The  Venereal  Diforder  has  been  ufually  di- 
vided into,  the  iiril  infedion,  or  the  gonor- 
rhoea ; 
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rhcea;  and  the  fecond,  or  confirmed  lues  ve- 
nerea. This  theory  appears  to  me  to  be  too 
general ;  for  the  fecond  ftage  will  certainly 
admit  of  a  divifion  into  two  diflind;  and  dif- 
ferent ilates :  therefore  the  following  theory, 
©f  the  difeafe  feems  to  be  more  confiftent  with 
its  fymptoms,  and  to  convey  a  more  critical 
idea  of  its  flages ;  which  is  this — -There  are 
three  ftates  of  the  diforder  :  the  firil  is  the  Go- 
norrhcEa,  and  its  effed:s  ;  the  fecond.  Chancre, 
its  immediate  confequences,  and  fome  other 
fymptoms  :  the  third  is  the  confirmed,  or  con- 
ftitutional  Lues  Venerea  ^  for  the  difeafe  can- 
not be  properly  fo  called,  excepting  iil  that 
ftate  when  the  fymptoms  feem  to  be  caufed 
by  the  adion  of  venereal  virus,  generated  in 
the  patient's  body. 

Having  treated  on  the  gonorrhoea,  and  its 
cifedls,  in  an  Eifay  on  that  fubjed:,  publi&ed 
in  1776,*  I  proceed  to  the  fecond  fbage  of  the 
difeafe.  This,  in  its  moft  common  flate,  is 
clearly  a  local  diforder  j  for  it  is  a  venereal 
ulcer,  caufed  by  the  application  of  venereal 
matter  to  the  part  affeded ^  which  fore  is  called 
a  Chancre. 

A  Chan- 

*  Which  may  be  had  where  this  book  is  fold. 
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A  Chancre  is  an  eroding  ulcer :  it  ufually 
begins  from  a  minute  inflamed  fpot,  much 
fefenibling  a  part  which  has  been  burnt  by  a 
fpa'koffire.  Within  the  fpace  of  one  week 
after  this  appearance,  the  centre  of  the  inflam- 
mation ulcerates.  The  part  on  which  the 
ulcer  is  ieated  is  always  hardened  j  which  hard- 
nefs  diflinctjy  feparates  the  difcafed  from  the 
found  part.  From  this  time,  the  ulcer  and 
furrounding  hardnefs  continue  to  enlarge,  till 
irercury  is  given,  or  proper  remedies  are  ap- 
plied to  the  part.  A  chancre,  from  the  time 
of  its  origin  till  it  is  in  a  healing  {late,  has  a 
peculiar  appearance,  different  from  that  of  any 
other  fore,  and  fuch  a  one  as  cannot  be  learnt 
by  any  words ;  but  whoever  attentively  exa- 
mines fuch  fores,  and  properly  remarks  the 
difference  between  them  and  fuch  as  are  not 
venereal,  will  feldom  be  deceived  in  prognofli- 
eating  upon  them.  The  colour  of  a  chancre 
is  a  pale-red,  fometimes  inclining  to  a  cream 
colour;  but  this,  in  different  cafes,  varies  from 
a  deep-red  to  a  dingy-cream  colour;  and,  if  exa- 
mined through  a  magnifying-glafs,  will  be  {qqh 
to  be  fludded  over  with  numerous  fmall  hil- 
locks of  flefli.  The  furrounding  difeafed  part 
is  mofl  commonly  fwclled  in  a  circular  form, 
which  fometimes  is  not  raifed  higher ,  than   the 

found 
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found  part,  but  is  always  hardened,  as  may  be 
perceived  by  gently  preffing  the  part  between 
the  finger  and  thumb  :  this  part,  in  fome 
cafes,  is  red  and  inflamed  ;  in  others,  it  retains 
its  natural  colour  3  but,  in  general,  it  has  a 
flight  tinge  of  a  duil^y-red.  Thefe  are  the 
common  appearances  in  chancres  upon  the 
penis  of  men,  or  pudenda  of  v/omen. 

The  parts  on  which  they  ufually  happen  are 
the  glans  penis,  the  corona  glandis,  the  pre- 
puce, the  fr^num,  the  ikin  of  the  penis  ;  the 
outer  and  inner  labia  pudenda,  the  clitoris  and 
its  prepuce,  and  fometim.es  the  vagina,  in  wo- 
men. The  number  of  chancres  which  arife 
in  confequence  of  an  unclean  conne(5lion,  varies 
coniiderably,  (vv^hich  happens  from  caufes  un- 
known) being  from  one  to  ten  or  twelve;  the 
moft  common  cafes  are  from  one  to  about 
four  :  and  I  have  obferved,  that,  in  proportion 
as  they  are  more  numerous,  they  have  a  lefs 
degree  of  venereal  malignancy,  are  more  eafily 
cured,  and  are  the  lefs  liable  to  produce  the 
conftitutional  lues ;  whereas  a  fmgle  chancre 
is  mofh  commonly  either  very  difficult  and 
tedious  of  cure,  or  heals  too  foon,  which  gives 
rife  to  other  fymptoms  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe, 

The  next  circumftance  to  be   conlidered,   is 
the  time  of  the  appearance  of  chancres  aftpr 


tile 
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the  infe<fling  virus  has  been  applied.  It  is  ' 
ufuaily  from  about  thirty  hours  to  three  or 
four  weeks ;  the  moft  common  time  is  about 
five  or  fix  days.  I  have  been  told  of  a  cafe,  in 
which  it  was  near  feven  weeks  before  they  ap- 
peared. But  no  material  affiftance,  in  form- 
ing a  juft  prognoflic  of  the  future  progrefs  of 
chancres,  feems  deducibie  from  the  time  of 
their  appearance,  farther  than  that,  in  general, 
the  earlier  they  arife,  the  greater  is  the  ten- 
dency to  inflammation  -,  and  that  the  later  they 
are,  there  is  more  reafon  to  be  apprehenfive 
of  the  difeafe  having  entered  the  conflitution. 
It  is  a  common  opinion,  that  the  earlier  the 
difeafe  is  in  its  appearance,  the  greater  is  the 
degree  of  virulence  of  the  matter  which  comr- 
municated  it,  and  confequently,  that  the  iymp- 
toms  will  be  the  more  virulent;  but  experi- 
ments which  have  been  made  on  this  fubjedt 
tend  to  prove,  that  the  malignancy  of  the 
fymptoms,is  entirely  independent  on  the  de- 
gree of  virulence  of  the  infecting  fluid  ;  and 
from  analogy,  by  comparing  this  difeafe  with 
fome  others,  we  have  farther  reafon  to  adopt 
this  opinion  :  for  example,  in  the  Small  Pox, 
the  violence  of  the  difeafe  depends  on  the  con- 
ilitution,  and  the  method  of  treatment ;  for 
(experimenti  gratia)  people  have  been  inocu- 
lated 
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lated  from  the  worft  kind  of  the  difeafe,  which 
has  produced  as  miid  and  good  a  fpecies  of  the 
Small  Pox  as  matter  from  the  bed  kind  ;  and 
I  have  obferved,  in  thofe  who  have  had  thd 
Venereal  Difeafe  many  times,  that  the  fymp- 
toms  have  ufually  appeared  nearly  at  the  fame 
diftance  of  time  after  the  infedling  fluid  was 
applied;  alfo,  that  fome  people  are  much  more 
liable  .to  catch  the  difeafe  than  others :  which 
circamftances  tend  llrongly  towards  proving 
that  the  time  of  its  appearance  depends  prin- 
cipally upon  the  tendency  of  the  conflitution 
to  be  affedted  by  the  venereal  virus. 

When  a  chancre  is  forming  on  the  glans 
penis,  or  its  corona,  on  the  clitoris,  or  pre- 
putium  clitoridis,  the  urethra  is  often  aifeded 
by  fympathy  of  parts,  attended  with  great  un- 
ealinefs,  and  a  flight  ardor  urinx  :  this  is  rea- 
dily accounted  for,  from  the  continuation  of 
thefe  parts  in  the  male  fubjed,  and  their  con- 
tiguity in  women.  This  fymptom  ufually 
goes  off,  as  foon  as  the  chancre  is  completely 
formed. 

The  flze  of  chancres  varies  confiderably, 
but  mofl:  commonly  bears  a  proportion  to  theic 
number  :  when  there  is  only  one,  it  is  com- 
monly about  twice  as  large  as  the  flat  furface 
of  a  fplit  pea  ;    and,  on  the  contrary,  when 

C  they 
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they  are  numerous,  the  furfaces  of  all  united 
would  not  much  exceed  that  dimeniion ;  but 
this  circumftance  is  very  uncertain,  as  fome 
iinp-le  ones  are  fmalL  and  fome  of  the  other 
kind  are  large ;  and  is  only  applicable  to  them 
foon  after  their  firft  appearance,  as  the  fize 
afterwards  may  be  greatly  increafed  from  many 
caufes ;  fuch  as  a  bad  conftitution,  inflamma- 
tion, or  ill  treatment  of  the  difeafe.  Chan- 
cres on  the  glans  are  feldom  fo  large,  or  have 
fo  much  fwelling  and  hardnefs,  as  thofe  on  the 
prepuce  :  this  circumflance  may  probably  be 
owing  to  the  different  texture  of  the  parts  dif- 
eafed  J  the  cellular  membrane  being  very  apt 
to  fwell  and  harden  when  inflamed,  whereas 
the  glans  is  not  fo  difpofed.  From  this  caufe, 
chancres  on  the  lafl-mentioned  part  generally 
appear  funk  into  its  fubftance,  and  not  fur- 
rounded  with  fo  much  hardnefs. 

Every  chancre  is  caufed  by  venereal  matter 
applied  to  the  part.  The  Venereal  Difeafe 
does  not  feem  to  be  capable  of  being  commu- 
jsicated  in  any  other  manner  than  by  the  ap- 
plication of  venereal  matter  to  a  part  which 
/has  no  cuticle,  or  to  an  erofion  or  wound. 
Experiments  have  been  made  to  prove,  that 
the  blood  of  a  perfon  who  has  the  conftitu- 
tional  lues  venerea,  will  not  communicate  the 

difeafe. 
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difeare,  though  applied  to  a  wound  :  nor  Is  it 
communicable  by  the  perfpiratory  organs  j  for 
lying  in  the  fame  bed  with  an  infecSled  perfon 
will  never  be  prodadive  of  the  difeafe  :  nor 
15  pocky  matter,  applied  to  the  fldn  on  the 
hands,  and  probably  on  any  part  of  the  body, 
capable  of  doing  this ;  for  Surgeons  are  fre- 
quently obliged  to  wet  their  fingers  and  hands 
with  fuch  matter  :  neither  is  vapour  exhaling 
from  venereal  ulcers,  or  the  breath  of  an  in- 
fed:ed  perfon,  capable  of  communicating  the 
difeafe;  for  Surgeons  never  catch  the  difeafe 
by  fmelling  the  breath  of  perfon s  who  have 
venereal  ulcers  in  their  throats.*  The  femen 
and  fecretions  from  th.e  male  or  female  parts 
of  generation  of  a  perfon  who  has  the  lues 
venerea,  whether  the  confirmed  pox,  >  or  any 
other  fymptoms,  are  not  capable  of  commu- 
nicating the  difeafe;  for  I  have  known  many 
inftances  of  coition  being  ufed  by  a  clean  man 
with  an  infed:ed  woman,  and  the  reverfe,  with- 
out any  injury  to  the  clean  perfon  :  but  this 
is  only  applicable  to  cafes  in  which  the  difeafe 
is  fo  fituated,  as  that  none  of  its  pus  is  applied 
to   the   parts   of  generation  in  coition.     From 

this 

*  One  of  the  articles  of  impeachment  againft  Cardinal 
"VVolfey,  was,  that  he  whifpcred  in  the  King's  ear  at  a 
time  when  he  knew  he  was  afflidcd  with  the  Pox. 
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this  obfervatlon  it  feems  highly  probable,  that 
the  femen  mafculinum,  and  the  fluids  fecreted 
by  the  female  parts  of  generation,  are  never 
contaminated  by  the  venereal  virus,  unlefs  the 
fecretory  organs  are  the  feat  of  a  venereal  in- 
flammation and  difeafed  fecretion. 

Chancres  happen  in  various  parts  of  the  body; 
for  a  wound  in  any  part  is  equally  liable'  to 
become  a  venereal  fore,  if  venereal  pus  is  ap- 
plied to  it :  cafes  of  this  kind  have  happened 
to  Surgeons,  from  pocky  matter  accidentally 
touching  vt^ounds  or  fcratches  on  their  fingers 
or  hands ;  and  they  have  happened  on  the  lips 
from  killing  a  perfon  who  has  had  a  venereal 
ulcer  in  the  mouth,  on  the  lips,  or  the  tongue. 
Under  thefe  circumflances  only,  the  difeafe  may 
be  received  by  drinking  or  eating  after  an  in- 
fed:ed  perfon.  It  may  alfo  be  communicated 
by  fitting  on  a  vault  after  a  perfon  has  ufed  it 
who  had  the  diforder  j  but  in  no  other  manner 
than  by  the  genitals  being  touched  by  matter 
^  left  on  ^he  place  by  the  infeded  perfon. 

A  chancre  has  been  generally  imagined  to 
be  a  fymptom  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  deno- 
ting that  the  patient  has  the  diforder  in  his 
confcitution,  or  blood.  This  opinion  feems  to 
have  been  adopted  without  mature  confidera- 
tion,  and  to  be  erroneous ;  for,  as  it  hath  been 

proved 
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proved  that  the  difeafe  is  always  got  by  the 
appUcation  of  venereal  virus  or  matter,  and 
that  chancres,  when  they  are  the  hrfl  fymp- 
toms  of  the  difeafe,  ufually,  I  believe  always, 
appear  on  the  part  where  the  infecting  fluid 
v/as  applied,  it  follows,  as  the  mofl:  rational 
■CQnclufion,  that  the  virus  had  remained  in  the 
part  where  the  chancre  is  feated  ;  for  to  fup- 
pofe  that  it  had 'been  abforbed  into  the  blood, 
and  had  then  fixed  upon  the  part  where  it  was 
firfl  applied,  would  imply  a  belief  that  the 
difeafe,  when  in  the  blood,  makes  its  firfl:  ap- 
pearance upon  the  genitals,  in  preference  to 
other  parts,  which  is  certainly  not  true. 

Thefe  two  general  obfervations  may  be  made 
on  the  cure  of  chancres  :  firfl:,  that  they  heal 
fooner,  and  in  a  more  kindly  manner,  in  peo- 
ple who  are  of  a  good  conflitution,  than  in 
thofe  of  a  bad  one  ^  and  when  feated  on  parts 
which  are  well  fupplied  v/ith  blood- veflels  : 
on  the  lafl  principle  I  have  obferved,  that  thofe 
on  the  glans  penis,  and  internal  parts  of  wo- 
men, are  eafler  of  cure  than  thofe  on  the  pre- 
puce, or  external  labia  of  women.  Chancres 
often  caufe  fwelling  of  the  part  where  feated  ; 
this  very  feldom  happens  when  the  glans  penis, 
or  vagina,  are  the  feat  of  the  complaint;  but 
is  a  very  common  occurrence  when   they  are 

upon 
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upon  the  prepuce,  or  external  labia.  It  may 
alio  be  remarked,  that  when  they  are  upon 
parts  which  are  not  apt  to  fwell  without  great 
injury,  they  generally  appear  to  erode  deeper 
in  the  part,  as  may  be  obferved  by  attending 
to  their  appearance  upon  the  glans,  or  internal 
parts  of  women,  and  on  parts  where  the  fcarfr 
fkin  is  thick,  as  on  the  ends  of  the  fingers. 

Previous  to  treating  on  the  cure  of  chancres, 
it  feems  neceiTary  to  add  a  few  words  upon  the 
different  preparations  of  mercury. 

Argentum  vivum,  mercurius  hydrargyrum, 
mercury,  or  quickfilver,  is  a  fluid  metallic 
fubflance  :  its  weight  is  next  to  that  of  gold  : 
it  is  volatile  in  a  llrong  fire,  calcines  in  a 
weake^^  fire  :  it  dilTolves  in  the  nitrous  acid, 
is  corroded  by  the  vitriolic  3  but,  in  its  liquid 
ftate,  is  not  a6ted  upon  by  the  marine  acid  : 
by  trituration,  or  heat,  it  diflblves  moil  of  the 
metals  and  femi-metals  :  it  unites  with  balfam 
of  fulphur,  unduous,  reiinous,  mucilaginous, 
earthy,  and  fome  other  fuch  fubflances  :  it  is, 
in  fome  degree,  foluble  in  the  faliva :  and  it  is 
afTerted,  that,  by  intenfe  cold,  it  becomes  a 
folid  fubflance.  Alfo,  from  late  experiments 
made  by  the  ingenious  Dr.  Prieitly,  it  appears, 
that  by  agitation  with  diflilled  water  it  dif- 
folves  into  a  black  matter,  and  that  by  elec- 
tricity 
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tricity  it  may  be  formed  into  a  vapour  ^  an 
account  of  which  may  be  feen  in  Dr.  Priefily's 
4th  volume  of  Experiments  on  Natural  Philo- 
fophy. 

The  mercurial  preparations  at  prefent  moil 
in  ufe,  for  the  cure  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  are 
of  two  kinds  :  the  firil  are  the  n)ild  prepara- 
tions ;  the  fecond,  the  acrid  ones.  The  mild 
preparations  of  mercury  are  made  by  feparating 
its  particles,  by  trituration,  with  fubftances 
w^hich  do  not  act  upon  it  chymically,  but  only 
ferve  as  a  menfcruum  to  fufpend  or  keep  the 
feparated  particles  afunder.-  Mercurial  oint-- 
ment  is  by  much  the  mod  ufed  of  any  of  this 
kind  ;  it  is  commonly  made  by  firfl  feparating 
the  particles  of  mercury  by  trituration  with 
turpentine,  and  then  forming  it  into  an  oint- 
ment, by  mixing  it  with  the  fame  weight  or 
more  of  hog's-lard  -,  but  a  much  better  me- 
thod of  making  mercurial  ointment  is,  by 
rubbing  the  mercury  with  an  equal  weight  of 
hog's-lard,  or  feme  other  animal  fat,  in  a. 
marble  mortar,  till  all  the  mercurial  globules 
difappear,  without  adding  turpentine,  or  any 
acrid  matter,  to  promote  the  extindion  of  the 
niercury.  A  mercurial  hniment,  to  be  ufed 
inllead  of  mercurial  ointment,  may  alfo  be 
made,    by   ufing   oil    (inflead    of  hog's-lard), 

or 
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or  the  fynovia  of  the  ox,  or  fheep,  which  does 
better  than  oil.  This  would  probably  enter  the 
pores  of  the  fkin  with  more  facility  than  the 
ointment. 

Mercury  may  be  extinguifhed  by  trituration 
with  twice  its  weight  of  gum  arabic,  moifl- 
ened  with  a  fmall  proportion  of  water,  or 
fyrup  :  the  fame  may  be  done  with  unclarified 
honey  ;  whereas  this  can  fcarcely  be  effected 
with  honey  clarified,  becaufe  by  that  procefs 
a  quantity  of  mucus  is  taken  from  it,  which 
is  the  chief  affiflant  in  the  divifion  of  the  mer- 
cury. An  exceeding  good  preparation  may 
alfo  be  made  by  triturating  it  with  confe6tio 
cardiaca,  or  with  mod:  of  the  conferves  :  the 
conferva  cynoibati  anfwers  this  purpofe  bell. 

Beiides  the  above  mild  preparations  of  this 
metal,  various  others  have  been  ufed ;  to  treat 
of  which  would  carry  us  beyond  the  defigned 
extent  of  this  work,  and  would  probably  ap- 
pear to  have  been  unnecelTary,  when  the  en- 
fuing  remarks  are  given  upon  the  adion  of 
mercury  on  the  human  body. 

Uno;uentum  m.ercuriale  is  now,  and  has  been 
for  two  centuries  pafl:,  the  moil  common  pre- 
paration in  ufe  for  the  cure  of  thofc  venereal 
complaints  which  are  fuppofed  to  require  fali- 
vation.  This,  though  one  of  the  mildefl  mer- 
curial 
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curial  preparations,  is  very  often  produdive  of 
the  two  follov/ing  inconveniences  :  of  raifino- 
a  ptyalifm  too  foon  -,  and  being  very  apt  to 
irritate  the  bowels,  caufing  a  diarrhoea,  and 
fometimes  even  a  dyfentery.  Other  objections 
to  the  ufe  of  this  preparation  are,  that  the 
rubbing  it  into  the  fkin  is  a  tirefome,  tedious, 
and  uncleanly  operation  ^  alfo,  that  it  often 
caufes  a  very  troublefome  and  painful  eruption 
over  the  whole  part  on  which  it  has  been 
rubbed. 

Crude  mercury,  prepared  by  trituration  with 
mucilage  of  gum  arabic,  may  be  admin  iftered 
in  the  form  of  a  bolus,  or  pills,  by  adding 
any  proper  hard  fubilance  ;  or  in  a  fluid  form, 
by  adding  water  inftead  of  folid  fubllances. 
This  is  an  exceeding  good  preparation,  beinp- 
not  fo  apt  to  irritate  the  ftomach  or  bowels, 
nor  to  raife  a  fpitting^^  as  mofl  other  prepara- 
tions of  mercury  are  j  and  is  therefore  a  very 
eligible  medicine  for  the  cure  of  thofe  cafes 
in  which  the  objedt  is,  to  introduce  a  large 
quantity  of  mercury  into  the  body  without 
producing  any  of  its  ufual  efFe6tf. 

Mercury,  extinguiflied  by  being  rubbed  with 
a  fufficient  quantity  of  unclarified  honey,  may 
be  made  into  pills,  by  mix,ing  as  much  bread, 
or  any  other  folid  fubftance,  as  is   necelTary  to 
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make  it  of  a  proper  confidence  for  that  piir- 
pofe.     This  is  a  very  good  preparation,  but  is 
more   apt   to  irritate   the  bowels,  and  pafs  off 
by  jftool,  than  mofl  of  the  other  mild  mercurial 
preparations. 

The  extindlion  of  mercury  by  trituration 
with  confedlio  cardiaca,  forms  an  excellent  pre- 
paration, well  adapted  for  thofe  cafes  in  which 
it  is  necellary  to  give  a  cordial  medicine  with 
the  mercury,  either  on  account  of  the  ftate  of 
the  conftitution,  the  irritability,  or  want  of 
power  in  the  llomach  and  bowels  to  retain  the 
mercury. 

The  acrid  or  chynllcal  preparations  of  mer- 
cury at  prefent  mofl  in  ufe  for  curing  the  Ve- 
nereal Difeafe,  are  mercurius  dulcis,  mercu- 
rius  fubliraatus,  and  mercurius  emeticus  flavus, 
as  internal  medicines  j  and  fbr  external  ufe, 
mercurius  precipitatus  ruber,  cinnabaris  fac- 
titia,  and  mercurius  fublimatus. 

Mercurius  dulcis,  or  calomel,  is  the  mildeft 
of  the  acrid  mercurial  preparations  :  it  is  more 
in  ufe  than  any  of  this  clafs ;  and  will  anfwer 
very  well  in  mofl:  cafes,  in  which  there  is  no 
rseceffity  for  the  mercury  to  enter  far  into  the 
confi:itution  J  but  it  is  attended  with  the  in- 
conveniences of  being  very  uncertain  it  its 
effeds  upon  the  fauces,  and  is  very  apt  to  irri- 
tate 
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tat€  the  bowels,  and  pafs  off  by  iloolj  in  which 
cafe  it  feldom  enters  the  circulation,  therefore 
produces  merely  the  fame  eifeft  with  any  other 
purgative  medicine. 

Mercurius  calcinatus  is  a  mofl  excellent  me- 
dicine, and  feems  to  be  the  beft  of  any  of  the 
acrid  ones;  for  it  is  known  to  have  cured  fome 
venereal  cafes,  where  mod:  other  mercurial  pre- 
parations have  failed,  and  probably  from  this 
caufe,  that  it  entered  into  fmaller  veiiels  than 
the  other  mercurial  preparations  did  :  notwith- 
ilanding  this,  it  is  often  found  to  gently  iH- 
mulate  the  bowels.  This  medicine  would  cer- 
tainly have  been  by  this  time  in  more  general 
ufe  and  eftimation,  if  all  that  had  been  ufed 
had  been  genuine  and  well  prepared  ;  but 
being  very  troublefome  to  make,  and  expenlire 
to  buy,  a  great  part  of  what  has  been  fold. has 
been  adulterated,  or  a  fpurious  preparation  has 
been  given  inftead  of  this  valuable  one. 

Mercijrius  corrofivus  fublimatus  is  the  mofi; 
acrid  preparation  of  mercury  of  any  now  in  ufe, 
(excepting  mercurius  emeticus  flavus,  which 
is  very  feldom  now  prefcribed,  but  as  an  eme- 
tic) :  it  is  fo  powerful  a  medicine,  that  one 
grain  is  a  full  dofe  :  it  is  ufually  given  in  a 
fpirituous  menftruum,  which  is  generally  found 
to  be  the  bed  method  of  adminiftering  it  j  for 

it 
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it  diffolves  well  in  any  fpirits  of  proof  ftrength, 
and  the  fpirituous  liquid  in  which  it  is  taken 
tends  to  prevent  it  from  difordering  the  fto- 
mach  or  bowels  :  it  diffolves  more  perfecftly 
ill  water  faturated  with  a  fmall  quantity  of  fal 
ammoniac,  than  in  fpirits,  or  in  water  alone. 
This  medicine  fhould  always  be  given  with 
great  caution,  being  very  uncertain  in  its  ef- 
feds  upon  the  fauces,  and  apt  to  difagrec  with 
many  people's  ftomach  and  bowels,  by  caufing 
violent  and  long  continued  pain  in  the  fto- 
mach,  or  ading  as  an  emetic,  and  fometimes 
as  a  purgative  :  therefore,  when  this  medicine 
is  given,  it  fhould  always  be  begun  in  fmall 
dofes,  as  the  eighth,  or  a  quarter  of  a  grain  : 
the  quantity  may  afterwards  be  increafed  to  a 
grain  and  a  half  in  twenty-four  hours,  which  is  a 
large  dofe^  for  few  but  ftrong  and  healthy  peo- 
ple can  bear  fo  much.  The  pain  in  the  ftomach 
may,  in  moft  inflances,  be  prevented,  by  ma- 
king the  patient  always  eat  fome  hard  dry  fub- 
ilance  before  the  medicine  is  taken,  fuch  as  a 
piece  of  bifcult^  or  of  dry  bread.  It  may  be,  and 
is  fometimes,  given  in  pills ;  but  this  is  not 
an  eligible  method  of  admin iflering  fo  acrid 
and  powerful  a  medicine,  on  account  of  the 
uncertainty  of  the  quantity  contained  in  each 
dole ;  belides  its  being,  in  this  way,  more  apt 

to 
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to  caufe  a  pain  in  the  flomach,  wliich  feem^ 
not  to  be  capable  of  bearing,  without  injury, 
any  fubftance  fo  acrid  as  mercurius  corrolivus 
fublimatus,  unlefs  in  a  difTolved  and  diluted 
ftate.  This  preparation  a<5ts  principally  upon 
the  furface  of  the  body,  by  increaling  perfpi- 
ration.  The  cures  performed  by  this  medi- 
cine have  been  obferved  not  to  be  fo  certain 
as  thofe  by  the  mild  mercurials,  which  is  the 
principal  reafon  of  its  being  now  not  fo  much 
ufed  as  it  was  a  few  years  ago,  on  being  re- 
commended by  the  late  learned  Baron  Van 
Swieten,  and  other  fkilful  pradlitioners,  as  one 
of  the  beft  medicines  for  the  cure  of  the  lues 
venerea.  This  preparation  of  mercury,  va- 
rioufly  difguifed,  forms  the  balis  of  mod  of 
the  noflrums  ufed  or  fold  by  empirics  for  the 
cure  of  every  fymptom  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe, 
and  the  Scurvy. 

Mercurius  emeticus  flavus,  or  turbith  mi- 
neral, is  another  of  the  moft  adive  prepara- 
tions of  mercury :  it  was,  about  half  a  cen- 
tury ago,  in  high  ellimation  for  the  cure  of 
the  Venereal  Difeafe,  and  was  then  given  in 
very  large  dofes,  when  intended  to  a6l  as  an 
emetic,  or  in  fmaller  ones  to  caufe  a  falivation. 
This  medicine  is  now  but  very  feldom  prefcribed 
in  venereal,  or  any  other  cafes,  on  account  of 

the 
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the  violence  of  its   action   upon   the  flomach 
and  bowels. 

All  the  mercurial  preparations  fom.etimes 
fiimulate  the  bowels,  caufmg  griping  pains, 
and  paffing  off  by  flool,  which  {ho uld  always 
be  obviated,  as  fuch  effeds  are  contrary  to 
the  curative  intent  j  for  they  prevent  the  mer- 
cury from  entering  the  conftitution.  This  may 
generally  be  eiFed:ed  by  changing  the  mercurial 
preparation,  or  by  joining  fome  other  medi- 
cines with  it,  the  moil  effectual  of  which  is 
opium,  which  may  be  given  from  one  third 
of  a  grain  to  the  quantity  requifite  ;  for,  as  it 
is  deligned  to  ad:  by  leilening  the  irritability 
of  the  inteftinal  canal,  the  dofe  mufl  be 
fuch  as  will  produce  that  effed  :  it  may  be 
given  in  this  manner  for  any  reafonable  length 
of  time,  without  injuring  the  conjftitution  ; 
for  the  acftion  of  this,  medicine  depends  entirely 
upon  the  irritability  of  the  body,  io  that  if 
(as  in  this  cafe,  where  mercury  irritates  the. 
bowels)  there  is  any  morbid  flimulus,  it  feems 
clearly  to  ad:  upon  .the  ftimulated  part,  for  it 
does  not  produce  fuch  effeds  as  when  given 
to  a  healthy  perfon,  as  a  proof  of  which  it  may 
be  remarked,  that,  in  fome  cafes,  a  perfon 
may  take  much  more,  even  to  relieve  pain, 
without  producing  any  tendency  to  lleeping, 

than 
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than  would  in  a  ftate  of  health  caufe  a  pro- 
found fleep.  It  is  probable,  that  mercury 
fometimes  a^fls  as  a  purgative,  from  meeting 
with  an  acid  in  the  ftomach,  becaufe  alkaline 
falts,  calcareous  earth,  or  foap,  will,  in  many 
cafes,  prevent  this  effedl :  and  on  this  prin- 
ciple, the  caufe  of  mercurials  purging,  whea 
mixed  with  a  vegetable  acid  in  the  ftomach, 
fuch  as  vinegar,  or  lemon- juice,  is  accounted 
for.  Cordial  medicines,  alfo  camphire,  will 
often  caufe  mercurials  to  lit  eafy  upon  the  fto- 
mach,  and  prevent  them  from  irritating  the 
bowels. 

All  the  preparations  of  mercury,  when  they 
cure  the  Venereal  Difeafe  by  afFed:ing  the 
fauces,  feem  to  adt  exacflly  in  the  fame  way, 
as  appears  from  the  following  obfervations,^ — 
Every  mercurial,  which  is  capable  of  curing 
the  Venereal  Difeafe,  is  foluble  in  the  juices  of 
the  human  body  :  they  will  all  falivate  5  and 
when  they  do,  the  metal  is  in  a  dilfolvedilate  in 
the  faliva,  which  is  proved  to  an  abfolute  de- 
monftration,  by  the  experiment  of  making  a 
perfon  who  is  in  a  falivation  hold  a  piece  of 
gold  in  his  mouth  for  about  half  an  hour,  in 
which  time  it  will  ufually  be  tinged  white. 

Crude  mercury,  held  in  the  mouth  for  a 
certain  time,  may  be  tailed ;  which  is   owing 

to 


to  a  part  of  it  being  diiTolveci  in  the  faliva  and 
mucus  of  the  mouth  ',  becaufe  it  has  no  per- 
ceptible tafle  while  in  a  fluid  ftate,  that  is, 
not  till  its  globules  or  particles  are  minutely 
divided,  as  is  the  cafe  when  held  long  in  the 
mouth.  Every  preparation  of  mercury  has 
the  fame  tafte  as  crude  mercury  has. 

The  tafle '  in  the  mouth  in  a  falivation  i» 
certainly  caufed  by  the  mercury  being  in  a 
diffolved  ftate  in  the  faliva,  for  it  is  exadlly  the 
fame  as  that  of  crude  mercury  j  and  this  tafle 
is  always  the  fame  in  a  falivation  caufed  by  any 
mercurial  preparation. 

Mercury  has,  for  at'Jeafl  a  century,  been,  and 
is  now,  known  by  all  fkilful  pracftiuoners  of 
the  healing  art,  to  be  the  only  medicine  which 
will  cure  the  Venereal  Difeafe  :  there  have, 
however,  always  been  fome  empirics  who  have 
pretended  to  cure  this  diforder  without  mer- 
cury ;  the  fallacy  of  which  pretences  will,  I 
hope,  he  proved  in  the  following  pages. 

The  manner  in  which  this  metal  cures  th^ 
Venereal  Difeafe  has  been,  till  very  lately, 
greatly  mifunderflood  :  for  the  mofl  common 
theories  were,  that  it  cured  by  the  evacuations 
which  it  produced;  and  that,  in  falivation, 
the  venereal  virus  was  difcharged  with  the  fa- 
liva.    The  iirfl  of  thefe  opinions  is  ihewn  t(| 
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he  erroneous,  from  obferving,  that  no  evacu^^' 
tions,  however  great  or  long  continued,  if 
produced  by  any  other  medicines,  or  by  any 
other  difeafe,  will  cure  the  lues  venerea  ;  for, 
in  a  Pox  accompanied  with  a  Confumption, 
the  Venereal  Difeafe  is  never  cured  by  the 
other,  though  the  patient  is  always  in  danger 
of  dying,  and,  in  many  of  tbefe  cafes,  actually 
dies  of  inanition,  which  is  the  fame  effed:  as 
is  produced  by  a  courfe  of  evacuating  medi- 
cines, though  in  a  much  greater  degree.  The 
fecond  fuppoiition  is  proved  to  be  falfe,  by  its 
being  known  that  no  other  kind  of  falivation,' 
whether  from  a  difeafe,  or  medicinal  courfe, 
will  cure  tKe  Venereal  Diforder  j  and  alfo,  that 
a  ptyalifm  caufed  by  one  or  two  dofes  of  mer- 
cury, either  internally  or  externally  ufed,  will 
not  radically  cure  the  difeafe,  even  though  tlie 
fpitting  fhould  continue  for  two  months,  or 
any  length  of  time :  belides  thefe  reafons,  the 
idea  of  the  venereal  poifon  being  difcharged- 
with  the  faliva  fcems  an  abfard  one,  being  un- 
fupported  by  any  facfts,  experiments,  or  ra^ 
tional  arguments. 

The  method  in  which  mercury  cures  this 
difeafe,  is  not  yet  known  ;  but,  from  what  has 
been  faid  already,  it  appears,  that  it  is  not  by 
producing  any  evacuations  >  nor  is  it  by^  its 

E   ^  weighty 
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weight  ;  for,  if  it  was,  any  medicinic,  equally 
ponderous,  would  do  the  fame;  but  none  will, 
not  even  gold,  which  is  much  heavier  than 
mercury.  It  is  faid,  that  mercury  cures  this 
difeafe  on  the  principle  of  its  acting  as  an  anti- 
dote upon  the  venereal  virus ;  but  this  does  not 
feem  to  be  the  cafe,  beeaufe  the  venereal  poi- 
fon  is  not  deftroyed  by  the  applicatio^n  of  mer- 
cury to  the  difeafed  parts,  as  hath  been  often 
proved  by  venereal  ulcers,  and  other  venereal 
fymptoms,  being  cured  by  applying  mercury 
to  the  difeafed  parts,  when  the  diforder  has 
always  fhewn  itfelf  in  fome  other,  or  the  fame 
place  :  this  circumftance  tends  ftrongly  to 
prove,  that  it  is  not  capable  of  deftroying  the 
venereal  virus  by  being  applied  to  it  ;  and 
therefore,  that  it  does  not  ad:  upon  the  vene- 
real virus  as  an  antidote.  The  mofl  rational 
theory  feenis  to  be,  that  it  cures  by  railing  in 
the  conftitution  fuch  a  peculiar  or  fpecific  irri- 
tation as  is  capable  of  deftroying  the  venereal 
virus  :  but  mere  irritation  alone  is  not  adequate 
to  thifr  purpofe ;  for  no  other  ftimulus  (at  pre- 
fent  known),  however  violent  or  long  conti- 
nued, will  cure  the  difeafe  ;  nor  will  any  other 
ftimulating  medicines,  nor  even  any  morbid 
irritation.  Neither  a  fever,  nor  any  other  dif-- 
e^fe,  has  ev^r  been  known,  to  cure  a  conftitu- 
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tional  lues  venerea  -,    though  it  may   be   re- 
marked,   that   a    fever    ufually   produces    an- 
amendment  of  the  venereal  fymptoms,  and,  in 
fome  inftances,  even   caufes   them  entirely  te> 
difappear  for  fome   time,  but  never  effe(fls  a 
lafting  cure.     The  general,   and  almoft  con- 
ftant,   adlion  of  mercury  upon  the  body  is,  to 
increafe  its  irritability,  which  makes   it  more 
difpofed  to  refift  every  injury  inflided  on  it: 
on  this  principle,  it  has   been   obferved,  that 
a  perfon  v^^ho  is  taking  mercury  cannot  bear 
fo  ftrong  an  eledtric  fhock  as  at  another  time, 
which  has  therefore  been  prefcribed,  with  pro- 
priety, as  an  affiftant  in  other  difeafes,  where 
eled:ricity  has  been  the  mode  ufed  for  a  cure  : 
on  the  fame  principle,  it  is  found  to  be   pecu- 
liarly  injurious  in  the  hasmoptoe,    and  fome 
other  diforders  :  and  it  feems  be  on   the  fame 
theory,   that  it   is  apt,    in  gouty   people,    to 
bring  on  a  fit  of  that  diflemper.  * 

The  other  ufual  .eife(ft  of  mercury  is,  to  caufe 
an  increafe  of  the  fecretions  in  general  -,  but 
more  particularly  the  faliva,  infenfible  perfpi- 
ration,    fweat,    the   fuccus   pancreaticus,    and 

fuccus 

*  May  nipt  a  hint  b.e  taken  from  this  circumftance,  of 
the  propriety  of  trying  a  gentle  courfe  of  mercury  in  thofc 
cafes  in  which  the  object  is,  to  bring  on  a  fit  gf  the 
gout  ? 
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fuccus   inteflmajis,    anci   making    jthe    breati^ 

The  other  fymptoms  produced  by  mercury 
fliall  be  briefly  treated  upon,  as  accidental  cir- 
ctimllances :  the  principal  of  which  are,  vio- 
lent fwelling  and  inflammation  of  the  fauces, 
often  accompanied  with  a  floughy  ftate  of  the 
infide  of  the  cheeks,  which,  in  fome  cales,; 
happens  in  fo  violent  a  degree,  as  to  be  pro- 
perly flyled  a  rnortificatiQn ;  excellive  fwelling 
of  the  tongue,  with  deep  ulcers  ;  immobility 
in  the  joint  of  the  lower  jaw  ;  diarrhcEa,  and 
dyfentery  -,  profufe  fweats,  ^and  general  de- 
bility. 

Swelling  and  inflammation  of  the  fauces  is, 
in  moft  inilances,  caiifed  by  either  too  Mrge  a 
quantity  of  mexcury  being  introduced  iilto  the 
conftitution,  or  catching  cold  during  a  mercu-f 
rial  courfe.  The  cure  muft  be  effe(fl:ed  by 
treating  the  complaint  as  a  common  inflam- 
mation 3  the  ufe  of  mercury  muH  be  imme- 
diately de£fted  from ;  if  any  mercurial  ointu 
ment  remains  upon  the  fkin,  it  muft  be  waihe4 
off;  and  the  patient's  clothes,  if  greafed  with 
the  ointment,  muft  be  changed  for  clean  ones. 
The  moil  ufeful  remedies  for  the  cure,  are 
cooling  purges,  warm  relaxing  applications  to 
$^Q  parts^  confinement  in  becJ  in  a  \yarm  room, 

keeping 
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ktcping  the  head,  face,  throat,  and  neck^ 
v/arm,  by  covering  them  with  flannels;  and 
venaefedion,  if  neceflary,  fhould  be  freely  ufed. 
For  removing  the  floughs,  relaxing  or  deterlive 
applications  may  be  ufed.  If  the  parts  mor- 
tify, emollients  fhould  be  applied  warm  to 
the  parts,  and  the  Peruvian  bark  given  in  as 
large  quantities  as  the  patient's  flomach  and 
bow;e]s  will  bear ;  but  if  there  are,  during  a 
mortification,  plear  fymptoms  of  inflammation, 
the  bark  is  improper,  and  the  difeafe  muil  be 
treated  as  an  inflammatory  one. 

The  next  accident  attending  the  ufe  of  mer- 
cury, is  fweiiing  of  the  tongue,  accompanied 
>vith  deep  ulcers  in  it.  This  is  to  be  treated 
^s  a  true  inflammation  j  therefore  the  fame 
mode  of  cure  is  to  be  purfu&d  in  this,  as  in  the 
former  complaint.  The  ulcers  which  happen 
in  fome  of  thefe  inflammations,  being  in  ge- 
neral caufed  by  prefliire  of  the  tongue  againfl: 
the  teeth,  feldom  require  any  particular  treat- 
ment, except  removing  fuch  fliarp  or  jagged 
parts  of  them,  as  may  have  caufed  any  of  the 
ulcers. 

Immobility  in  the  joint  of  the  lower  jaw  is 
another,  but  not  fo  common  an  accident  as 
the  laft  ;  feldom  occurring  but  towards  the 
termination  c^  a  profufe  and  long  continued 

ptyalifm ; 
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ptyalifm :  it  feems  always  to  happen  m  the 
clofed  flate  of  the  jaws ;  it  is  therefore  not  im-p 
probable,  that  it  is  caufed  by  a  continued  invo- 
luntary ad:ion  of  the  mufcles  v/hich  clofe  the 
lower  jaw,  fuperior  in  force  to  what  the  mufcles 
which  open  it  are  capable  of  overcoming. 
The  cure  is  to  be  attempted,  firOi,  by  treating 
the  complaint  as  an  inflammation,  uling  the 
fame  remedies  as  were  advifed  for  inflamma- 
tion of  the  fauces.  The  next  curative  inten- 
tion is,  to  reflore  the  ad:ion  of  the  two  joints  > 
for  which  purpofe,  it  is  generally  neceflary  to 
open  the  mouth,  by  forcing  in  between  the 
teeth  of  the  upper  and  lower  jaws  fome  proper 
folid  fubflance,  made  in  the  form  of  a  wedge  > 
cork  or  wood  are  ufually  ufed  for  this  purpofe  : 
fuch  a  wedge  muil  be  kept  in  almoil  con- 
ilantly  in  the  day  time,  other  wife,  the  fame 
difpolition  .ilill  remaining,  the  mere  forcing 
the  mouth  open  would  be  ineffeftual.  If,  as 
is  fometimes  the  cafe,  the  mouth  is  fo  much 
clofed  that  it  is  very  difficult  for  the  patient 
to  get  a  fufficient  quantity  of  nourishment  into 
it,  a  tooth,  or  even  two,  mufl  be  taken  out, 
to  make  an  opening  by  which  nutrient  liquids 
may  be  received. 

1  he   diarrhoea  and  dyfentery  are  other  accit 
dents  fometimes  attendant  upon  a  mercurial 

courfe. 
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CDurfe.  Thefe  require  the  fame  treatment  as 
when  they  happen  from  any  other  caufe,  but 
with  this  difference,  that,  in  this  cafe,  the; 
difcharge  by  flool  may  be  fafely  checked  by 
the  free  ufe  of  opium.  It  fhould  always  be 
obferved,  that  the  ikin  is  to  be  thoroughly 
cleanfed  from  any  mercurial  application  ;  thefe 
complaints  being  caufed  by  the  mercury  irri- 
tating the  bowels,  the  mercurial  abforption 
would  probably  continue  while  any  of  it  re- 
mained on  the  ikin. 

Profufe  fweats  are  alfo  another  very  difagree-* 
able  confequence  of  mercury,  becaufe  they 
weaken  the  patient  much.  To  obviate  this 
effedl,  the  firft  ftep  to  be  taken  is,  to  leffea 
the  dofes  of  mercury,  to  change  the  prepara- 
tion, or  to  defirt  entirely  from  it,  if  needful ; 
ifterwards  a  proper  courfe  of  bracing  medi- 
cines, and  country^  air  ;  or  the  Peruvian  bark, 
and  any  other  alcaline  bracers,  may  be  pro- 
perly prefcribed  during  the  mercurial  courfe* 
Another  circumftance  necelTary  in  this  cafe,  is, 
that  the  patient's  bed-clothes  be  not  thicker 
than  is  neceifary  for  warmth  ;  for  thefe  night 
fweats  may  be  kept  up  by  this  alone. 

General   debility   is  an   accident   attendant 

upon   taking  of  mercury,   which  but  feldom 

occurs,  unlefs  caufed  by  fome  great  evacua- 
tions 
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tioni*  The  Peruvian  bark  is  the  grand  remedy 
for  this  complaint  I  country  air,  and  leaving 
off  all  mercurials  for  a  time,  may  alfo  be  ne- 
ceffary. 

Having  made  this  digreilion  concerning  the 
^  ^  ,        ufe  of  mercury,  1  now  proceed  to  the  cure  of 
chancres. 

The  common  methods  of  cure  may  be  di- 
vided into  two:  the  firfl  is,  by  introducing  a'< 
fufficient  quantity  of  mercury  into  the  confti* 
tution  ',  the  other  is,  by  affifting  the  mercurial 
courfe  with  topical-  applications  to  the  part. 
-  With  regard  to  the  fird  m'ethod,  it  was  for-* 
merly  the  common  practice  to  put  the  patient 
Under  fuch  a  courfe  of  mercury  as  produced  a 
violent  difcharge  from  the  body,  which  was 
ufually  effected,  either  hy  draftic  mercurial 
purgatives,  vomits  of  turbith  mineral,  or  by 
a  copious  falivation  ;  but  it  is  now  certain, 
that  chancres  may  always  be  cured  without 
anv  of  thefe  violent  remedies,  which  is  a  fadt 
ib  well  known,  that  there  are  now  very  few 
patients  who  would  fubmit  to  be  confined  for> 
the  cure  of  chancres  j  inflead  of  this,  it  is 
*  *  ^  generally  found  fufEcient  to  introduce  fuch  a 
quantity  of  mercury  into  the  conflitution  as 
will  caufe  only  a  flight  falivation ;  and,  m 
many  cafes,  the  cure  may  be  wrought  without; 

the 
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the  mercury's  producing  any  apparent  ^f^edls. 
Each  of  thefe  methods  has  been  advifed,  on 
the  idea,'  thdt  in  all  cafes  of  this  kind  the  Ve- 
nereal Difeafe  is  in  the  conilitution  ;  but  we 
have  already  endeavoured  to  prove,  that  this 
venereal  fympt'oni  is  a  local  difeafe  -,  and,  ad- 
mitting this  theory,  it  follows,  that  neither 
falivation,  nor  any  of  the  other  violent  efrecfbs 
of  mercury;  can  ever  be  necdfary  in  curhig 
chancres** 

The  cure  of  chancfes  may  be  perfcrmed 
without  confinement,  if  the  patient  is  in  good 
health,'  by  mercury  alone  :  the  quantity  mull 
be  proportioned  to  the  llrength  of  the  patient's 
eonftitution,  but  principally  to  its  power  of 
bearing  mercury ;  for  fome  ftrong  conftita^ 
nons  v/iil  bear  a  great  quantity  Vv'ithout  being  at 
all  irritated  by  it,  and  others,  which  appear  in 
every  refpedt  to  be  equally  flrong  and  healthy^ 
cannot  bear  above  a  third  part,  without  its  pro- 
ducing great  effeds  upon  them.  The  fameob-< 
fervation,  on  the  action  of  mercury,  is  appli- 

F  cable 

*  The  dofes  of  mercury  given  by  our  forefathers  were, 
in  general,  more  than  double  what  they  now  are  ;  for  ex- 
ample, fifteen  grains  of  calomel  was  fpoken  of  as  a  com- 
hion  dofe  :  by  which  practice  many  conllitutions  were 
trreparably  weakened,  and  fonae  people  even  killed,  by  its 
i^imediatc  violent  eiled^. 
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caBIe  to  every  kind  of  conilitution  ;  therefofe 
fome  we2:k  people  will  bear  more  mercury  tharK 
other  very  flrong  ones.  What  this  tendency 
in  the  conftitution  to.  be  affeded  by  this^^  metal 
is  owning  to,  is  not  yet  known- ^  but  it  occurs 
more  frequently  in  the  irritable  habit  of  body^ 
than  ifi  any  other  peculiarity  of  conftitution. 
The  irritable  habit  is  not  pecirliar  to  either  the 
athletic,  or  weak  frame  of  body.  Moil  people 
who  are  afHid:ed  with  the  actrte  goiit,  rheu-^ 
matifm,  and  fome  fpecies  of  fcurvy ;  alfo  thofe 
of  the  greateft  fenfe,  and  of  pallionate  tempers^ 
are,  in  general,  of  an  irritable  coaftitution. 
Another  caufe  why  mercury  aifeds  fome  peo'^ 
pie  much  fooner  than  others,  I  imagin^e  to  be, 
fhat  it  diffolves  eafier  in  fome  people's  bo*? 
dies  than-  in  others,  owing  probably  to  fom^ 
fuch  peculiarity  in  the  abfor bent  fyftem,  or^it^ 
contained  fluid,  as  is  favourable  to  fhe  difibi-' 
t'ing  of  mercury  :  as  a  farther  pr(5bf  of  whichy 
it  may  be  remarked,  that  thofe  who  are  moffc 
eafy  to  be  falivatedj  are  the  foonefl:  cured  of  thi& 
Venereal  Difeafe ;  and,  on  the  contrary,:  tha^ 
there  are  fome  men,  as  well  as  women,  who 
are  fo  inapt  to  be  affeded  by  mercury,  that  it 
is  almoft  impoffible  to  falivate  them,  and 
equally  difficult  to  cure  them .  Inftances  of  thi& 
Gonftltntianal  inaptitude  fo  b&affedled  by  mer- 

tury^ 
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cury,  are  not  very  uncommon ;  one  of  which, 
occurred   to  me  in  the  Magdalen -houfe,  in  an 
exceeding  ftrong  healthy  young  woman  :  fhe 
fubbed  in  a  dram  of  ftrong  mercurial  ointment, 
ijight  and  morning,  for  li^  weeks,  and  during 
one  half  of  that  time,  took  two  grains  of  ca- 
lomel night  and  morning  5  and  during  the  re^ 
mainder,  took  a  grain  and  a  half  of  corrofive 
fublimate  daily;  by  which  fhe  was  cured  of 
ibme  bad  chancres  -,  and  this  great  quantity  of 
mercury  produced  no  apparent  efted:  upon  her : 
(he  had  been  in  the   Lock  hofpital  the  year 
before,  where  fhe  had  ufed  a  great  quantity  of 
mercury  with  the  fame  effeft.     It  is  fomcwhat 
remarkable,  that  this  woman  had,  every  ipring, 
an    eruption   greatly   refembling   the   leprofy, 
and  which  was  not  at  all  affeded  by  the  mer- 
cury.    In  fome  of  thefe  cafes,  it  may  be  ad- 
vifeable  to  introduce  the  mercury  by  fumiga- 
ting the  whole  furface  of  the  body,  exxepting 
the  head  -,  for,  in  this  way,  a  greater  qu;intity 
of  mercury  may  be  introduced  into  the  confti- 
tution,  in  a  more  minutely  diflblved  ftate,  thaa 
either  in  a  folid  or  a  fluid  vehicle.     How^ver^ 
though  fome  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  proper 
dofe  of  mercury,  by  knowing  its  effeds  upon  the 
patient  at  a  former  time,  yet  no  certain  rule 
can  be  learnt  from  this,  becaufe  the  conftitu- 

tion 


[    36    ] 

tion  may  have  altered  its  tendency  to  be  al-f 
ftded  by  this  n;ieta].  Men  ufually  bear  mer- 
cury better  than  wpmen.  Some  people  are 
Jefs  ftimiilated  by  mercury  after  having  often 
gone  through  mercurial  ccurfes ;  and,  on  the 
contrary,  others  are,  by  the  ufe  of  that  metal, 
brought  into  fo  irritable  a  (late,  that  they  can- 
not bear  fo  large  dofes  as  before  fuch  a  change 
in  their  conftitutions  took  place.  I?rom  all 
thefe  circumftances  then,  it  appears,  that  it 
fliould  be  a  conftant  rule  to  begin  v*^ith  fmall 
dofes  of  mercury,  and  afterwards  increase  them 
fo  as  to  produce  fome  fymptom,  {lie wing  that 
it  is  in  the  body  in  a  dilTolved  flate. 

This  method  of  curing  chancres  without 
falivation,  is  what  is  called  an  alterative  mer- 
curial courfe ;  by  which  term  is  meant,  fuch 
a  one  as  produces  no  apparent  effedl  upon  the 
conflitution.  From  what  has  been  faid,  it 
mu^fl  appear,  that  the  quantity  of  mercury  ne- 
ceffary  for  this  purpofe  will  vary  according  to 
the  patient's  conftitution ;  and  that  the  prepa- 
ration to  be  chofen  for  this  purpofe,  mull  be 
that' which  produces  the  leaft  apparent  effect 
ijpon  the  patient. 

This  method  of  cure  is  to  be  performed  by 
Introducing  into,  and  keeping  in  the  body,  a 
perlain  quantity  of  mercury  in  a  difTolyed  liatej 

which 
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which  courfe  is  to  be  continued  till  a  cure  is 
completed.  In  the  cure  of  chancres,  the  ulcer 
mufi  be  perfeclly  healed,  ana  the  furrounding 
hardnefs  entirely  difperfed  j  for  it  miifl:  be  re- 
membered, that  the  hardened  fwellings  on 
,  which  chaacres  are  feated,  are  as  true  venereal 
fymptoms  as  the  ulcers  ar,^,  and  not  the  fimple 
effects  of  inflammation  5  fo  that  from  them 
the  Venereal  Diieafe  may  be  received  into  the 
conftitution,  and  every  fymptom  of  its  worft 
ilate  be  thereby  produced.  The  only  proof 
yet  knov^n  of  mercury  being  in  a  diflblved  ilatc 
in  the  human  body,  is,  by  its  producing  fome 
apparent  e^Se-fts ;  the  iiril  of  which  often  is, 
0n  exudation  pf  the  metal  through  the  llcin, 
which  is  known  by  its  changing  the  appear- 
ance or  colour  of  metallic  fubftances  carried 
about  by  t,he  patient;  making  filver  refemble 
pewter,  and  gold  look  like  iilver  :  the  next 
effeiSb.  is^  mofl  comrrjgnly,  a  copper-like  tafle 
in  the  mouth  eve^y  rjiorning;  this,  when  it 
increafes,  is  accompanied  with  a  peculiar  fmell 
of  the  breath,  differenj:  from  that  fymptom 
when  owing  to  any  other  caufe  :  this  is  fuc- 
ceeded  by  a  forenefs  of  the  gums,  which  are 
then  fwelled,  and  turn  whitifli  at  their  edges  ; 
and  when  this  affe(ftion  of  the  gums  increafes, 
the  falivary  glands  become  affedted^  and  a  fajj'- 
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vatlon  then  enfiaes.     The  other  effeds  of  mer- 
cury are,  caufing  an  increafed'  fecretion  of  fweat 
and  urine  :  but  whet   thefc  lad  effects  of  mer- 
cury increafe,  the  conilitution  becomes  weak- 
ened, or  a  tendency   to  inflammation   in   the 
kidneys  is  produced  ;  and  then  it  is  proper  to 
join  other  medicines  with   the  mercurials,  to 
lefTen  the  dofes  o£  mercury,  or  to  leave  it  off 
entirely,    till    thefe   fymptoms   are   removed. 
The  curative  intent  then  is,  to  introduce  fuch 
a  quantity  of  mercury  into  the  patient'^  habit 
of  body,  as  fhall  be  lufficient  to  Ihew,  that  it 
is  in  a  diflblved  ftate,  and  not  to  falivate,  or 
produce  any  other  effecls   upon   the  conflitu- 
tion  ;  which  courfe  is  to  be  continued   till  the 
chancre  is  cured.    For  this  purpofe,  one  of  the 
mild  preparations  of  mercury  fhould  be  given 
internally ;  and  this,  in  my  opinion,  is  prefer-? 
able  to   the  ufing  mercurial  ointment,  which 
is  not  more  effeftual,  but  certainly   more  in-*' 
convenient,  and  therefore  need  never  be  ad» 
vifed,  excepting  that  the  patient  is  of"  fuch  a 
jConftitution  as  not  to  be  able  to  take  the  quan- 
tity necelTary. 

The  next  fubje(5l  to  be  confidercd  is,  the 
management  of  the  conftitution  during  a  mer-r 
curial  courfe :  with  regard  to  yvhich,  genera]^ 
rules  only  can  be  given  3  for  ti  many  changes 
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Ijiay  hkppei\  in    it  durmg  this  time,  that  ftt 
woeld  be  too  tedious  to  fpeak  upon  every  par- 
ticular circumfi;ance-     Whilil  there  is  either  a. 
mercurial  texudation   through   the  pores  of  the 
fki'n,  the'Copper^Mke  tafte  in  the  mouth,  mer-« 
eurial  fmelling  breath,  or  forenefsof  the  gums* 
the  fame  quantity  of  mercury  fhould  be  con-^ 
tinned  ;    but   it    may    be   either  increafed    or 
diminifhed,  fo  as  to  preferve  thefe  its  gentled 
effeds,   by  which  it  fhews  itfelf  to  be  in  a  dif-* 
folved  ftate  :  if  a  fpitting  comes  on,  it  may  be 
checked  by  leaving  off  the  mercury,  and  by 
giving  a  cathartiC'Or  tvi^o  ;  when  fweats  are  th$ 
confequence,    if    the    patient    wears    warmei* 
clothed  thart'  ufual,   fome   of  them  fliould  be 
kft  off ;  for  clothing  lightly  by  night,  as  well 
as  by  day,  will   fometimes  effedlually  remove 
this  fymptom  ;  2.  cafe  of  which  kind  happened 
to   a   patient,   whom    I   directed  to  lie  every 
night,  daring  the  courfe,  which  continued  two 
months,  with  only  a  fheet  over  him  >  and  this 
alone,  without  medicines,    anfwered   the    de- 
fired  tffedi.     It  may  be  neceflary  alfo,  in  this 
•ftate,  to  change  the  preparation  of  mercury  j 
for  fome  are  apt  to  ad:  upon   the  perfpiratory 
organs,  jjarticolarly  mercurius  fublimatus :  and, 
08  hath  been  already  remarked,  they  are  all  apt 
j|o  vary  in  their  effeds'on   different  peaple,  fo 
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ttiat  it  is  poffible  for  a  mild  preparation  t6  prb*^ 
duce  tHis  effed,  when  an  acrid  one  will  not/ 
or  even,  that  every  mild  one  will  have  this- 
effed,  and  every  acrid  one  will  not :  it  is  there- 
fore certainly  always  advifeable  to  try  anotheif 
mercurial,  inftead  of  that  which  produced  the 
fweats,  before  any  other  alteration  is  made,  or 
other  medicine  prefcribed*  It  may  alfo  be  ne- 
ceflary  to  adminiller  other  medicines  in  order 
to  check  the  fweats  :  thefe  {hould  be  tonics^ 
or  ailringents.  Of  the  lirft  kind^  the  Peruvian 
bark  claims  our  greateft  attention  :  acids  aro 
not  advifeablcj  being  apt  to  purge  the  patient, 
by  uniting  with  the  mercury  in  the  ilomach 
and  bowels.  The  fame  method  of  treatment 
is  to  be  adopted  when  it  ads  upon  the  kidneys, 
producing  an  increafed  fecretion  of  urine.  In 
a  gentle  mercurial  courfe,  confinement  to  the 
houfe  is  not  neceffary ;  for  it  has  been  proved 
by  experiments,  that  being  expofed  to  the  air 
in  the  ordinary  way,  is  not  attended  with  any 
danger  in  fuch  a  mercurial  courfe;  nor  will  it 
prevent  the  mercury  from  doing  all  which  is 
needful  for  the  fafe  cure  of  this  venereal  fymp* 
tom.  An  abftemious  diet  is  alio  recommended 
by  many  authors  as  a  neceffary  affiftant  to  a 
mercurial  courfe;  but  no  fatisfadory  reafons 
ha^e  been  given   for  this;  and  experimental 
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obfervations  prove,  that  a  perfon  who  is   Isapt 
on  iuch  a  diet  as  puddings,  bread,  broths,   :uid 
fuch  kind  of  food,   refraining  from  animal  fub- 
ilances,  will  not,  from   that  circumftance,  bq 
cured  of  a  venereal  comolaint  in  lefs  time  than 
another  who  eats  a  hearty  meal  of  animal  fiefh. 
everyday;  and,  ifalow"  diet  is   not  neceff:ry 
in  the  cure,  it  fhould  not  be  advifed,  leil  the 
patient's  conllitution  fhould  be  weakened    by 
it,   which  might  retard  the  cure,  by  rendering 
the  body  incapable  of  bearing  the   quantity  of 
mercury  necelTary  for  that  purpofe,  and  might 
bring  the  patient  into  fuch  a  debilitated   ftate, 
as  Vvould  make  the  cure   very  diiiicult.     The 
diet  then  fhould  be  the  fame  as   in  a  flate   of 
health,  excepting  that  neither  acids  nor  vege- 
tables mufl:  be  taken  into  the  fliomach  fo  as  to 
unite  with  the  mercury  i   nor  muft  they  be  al- 
lowed at  all,  if  there  is  a  tendency  to  purging. 
The  preferving  a   comfortable   warmth   of  the 
fkin,  by  a  proper  quantity  of  clothing,  is   ne- 
ceffary ;  and  drinking  a  pint  or  two  of  any  di- 
luting liquor  warm,  every  day,  is   an   aiTifcant 
to  the  action  of  the  mercury. 

1  have  avoided  fiying  any  thing  on  the  treat- 
ment of  the  ulcer,  becaufe,  in  this  method  of 
cure,  the  v/hole  dependence  is  upon  the  ad:ion 
of  mercury;  but  keeping  the  part  afFed:ed  clean 
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by  wafhing  or  fomenting  it  once  of  twice  aC 
day  with  warm  water,  is  certainly  ufeful. 

Having  faid  thus  much  upon  the  prefent 
moft  approved  methods  of  curing  chancres,  I 
now  beg  leave  to  exprefs  my  doubts  concern- 
ing the  neceffity  of  afFeding  the  conftitution  at 
all  by  mercury  for  the  cure  of  chancres.  I 
have  known  many  people  cured  without  any 
mercurial  effecfts  being  produced  on  the  body ; 
which  gave  me  the  firil  hint  of  the  difeafe  not 
being  in  the  .conititution,  becaufe  I  had  re- 
marked, and  it  is  certainly  a  fad,  that  mer- 
cury does  very  little,  if  any  fervice  in  the  con- 
ftitutional  fliate  of  the  yenei,"eal  Difeafe,  unlefs 
it  produces  fome  of  its  apparent  eifedts  upon 
the  body. 

The  other  method  of  curing  chancres,  by 
affifting  the  mercurial  courfe  with  proper  fur- 
gical  applications  to  the  fores,  is  recommended 
by  mofl  authors  on  this  fubjed".  Many  and 
different  applications  are  advifed  :  for  example, 
fome  are  of  opinion  that  a  chancre  fliould  be 
treated  as  a  common  benign  ulcer ;  others  ad- 
vife  mercurial  applications,  on  the  idea  of  their 
power  of  deftroying  the  venereal  virus.  As  to 
the  common  ointments  which  are  ufed  to  other 
ulcers,  they  have  fcarcely  any  effed  upon 
chancres  :    and  as  to  mercurial    applications, 
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their  Cx^eds  vary  greatly;  for  an  acrid  prepa- 
ration will  flimulate ;  a  mild  one  will  relax  the 
fore  :  and  it  feems  to  me,  that  when  a  mer- 
curial appUcation  irritates  a  fore  much,  it  does 
not  adl  as  mercury,  becaufe  the  irritation  pro- 
duced on  its  furface  will  prevent  the  folution 
or  abforption  of  the  mercurial  particles. 

There  are  three  ways  of  applying  mercury 
to  chancres  :  the  firft,  is,  in  a  folid  form ;  the 
fecond  is,  by  fufpending  it  in  a  proper  vehicle; 
the  third,  by  diiTolving  it  into  a  vapour  by 
fire.  The  firfl  method  is  not  fo  much  in  ufe 
now  as  formerly,  becaufe  the  preparations 
which  were  applied,  often  aded  as  a  cauftic, 
or  efcharotic,  when  deiigned  to  ad;  as  a  mild 
mercurial  :  they  may  ferve  however  as  digefl- 
ives,  or  cleanlers  of  chancres.  Mercury  is  ca- 
pable of  being  taken  into  the  conftitution  in 
this  way;  an  inftance  of  which  occurred  in  the 
London  hofpital,  nine  years  ago,  in  a  woman 
whofe  breaft  had  been  amputated ;  and  when 
the  wound  was  healing,  it  was  fprinkled  every 
day  with  mercurius  prascipitatus  ruber:  when 
this  had  been  repeated  feven  days  fucceffivelv, 
a  falivation  came  on,  which  gradually  difao- 
pearcd  in  a  v/eek,  on  the  mercurial  application 
being  defifted  from ;  and  the  ptyalifm,  which 
was  a  true  mercurial  one,  was   brought  on  a 
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fecond  time  by  a  repetition  of  the  fame  appli- 
cation. 

The  next  method  of  applying  mercury,  by 
fufpending  it  in  a  proper  vehicle,  may  be 
either  in  the  form  of  an  ointment,  cerate, 
or  lotion.  The  ointments  uf  d  for  this  pur- 
pofe  are  mercurial  ointment,  mereurial  cerate, 
or  red  precipitate  of  mercury  or  calomel  mixt 
vnth  lard,  or  v/ith  any  kind  of  niild  oint- 
ment. The  chief  objection  to  this  method  of 
applying  mercury  is,  that  the  undluous  fub'^ 
fiance,  in  v/hich  the  mercurial  preparation  is 
fufpended,  does  not  unite  readily  with  the 
matter  difcharged  from  the  chancre,  which 
therefore  ufuaily  2idis  as  an  intermediate  tiuid, 
between  the  ulcer  and  the  unguent,  prevent- 
ing the  mercury  from  bein-  applied  to  the 
ulcer :  but  when  mercury  is  applied  in  the  form 
of  a  lotion,  the  common  preparation  is  corroiive 
fublimate  diilblved  in  water,  in  the  proporuon 
of  about  half  a  grain  to  an  ounce  of  water. 
Difliiied  water  is  however  better  for  this  pur- 
pofe  than  common  water  :  if  a  itronger  folutioqi 
of  mercury  is  required,  it  may  be  ealily  had  by 
faturating  the  water  with  a  few  grams  of  fal 
ammoijiac.  Calomel  is  fometimes  ufed  in  this 
way;  but  it  does  not  unite  fo  well  with  water. 
This  mode  of   nimg  mercury  is  much  more 
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efficacious  than  mercurial  unguents,  becaufe  the 
Vv-atery  vehicle,  uniting  better  with  the  matter  of 
the  lore,  affords  greater  certainty  of  the  mer- 
cury being  acPcually  applied  to  its  furface. 

The  third  mode  of  uiixig  mercury  to  chancres 
is  by  famigation.   This  is  done  by  pouring  fome 
folid  preparation  of  mercury,  eitiierupon  burn- 
ing coals,  or  on  an  heated  iron,  and  conveying 
the  fume  of  the  burnt  mercury  to  the  chancre, 
throuch  a  funnel :   fadiitious  cinnabar  has  been 
generally  ufed  for  this  purpofe  ;  and  moil:  authors 
alTe't,  that  warm  aromatic  gu  nmy  fubflances, 
burnt  with  the  mercury,  afhit  its  ^.dion.  This  is 
the  moll  effectual  method  of  applying  mercury 
to  an  ulcer,   becaufe  [here  is  more  certainty  of 
its    being  actually  applied   to    its    whole   fur- 
face,    and  it  will  be  more  likely  to  penetrate 
into  its   fmallell:  abforbent  vefTels.     This  pro- 
cefs  is  proper  for  chancres  which  are  of  a  very 
malignaiit  difpofuion,   have  much  furrounding 
hardnefs,    erode   deeply   into,   or   fpread   wide 
on,    the    part  where  feated ;   and  in  many  fuch 
cafes  it  is  certainly  of  very  great   utility  :    but 
it  {hould  never  be  advifed  iu  common  venereal 
fofcs,   being  fo  apt  to  caufe  them  to  heal  fud- 
denly,  ard    thereby  throw  the  difeafe  into  the 
conftitution ;    fome   inftances  of  v/hich  I  have 
feen.     Thefe  obfervations  aie  applicable  to  all 
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cafes  of  ulcers,  where  a  mercurial   application 
is  the  objed:  required. 

Another  method  of  treating  chancres,  is  by 
applying  cauflic  to  their  ulcerated  fu'rfaces. 
This  has  lately  come  into  fome  repute,  being 
fuppofed  to  deiiroy  the  infe(fled  part,  and  by 
that  means  to  expedite  the  cure  :  but  it  is  an 
ancient  prad:icQ.  revived,  being  treated  on  by 
Ambrofe  Parey,  in  his  chirurgical  works,  two 
hundred  years  ago.  The  method  is  this :  the 
part  is  to  be  touched  with  fuch  a  cauftic  as 
will  produce  a  flcugh  upon  its  furface  y  as  foon 
as  this  flough  c©mes  off,  the  cauftic  application 
is  to  be  repeated,  and  this  procefs  is  to  be  pur- 
fued  till  the  ulcer  has  lofl:  its  venereal  ap- 
pearance. If  this  method  is  fuccefsful,  the 
fore  will  become  of  a  more  benign  nature,  after 
the  caftingoff  of  every  flough.  The  cauftieum 
iunare  is,  I  think,  the  befl  for  this  purpofe, 
becaufe  it  is  fo  folid  that  it  may  be  cut  into 
any  form,  and  is  not  apt  to  liquify  on  being 
wetted,  therefore  lefs  liable  to  foread  bevond 
the  part  where  applied,  than  any  other  cauftic. 
The  principle  on  v/hich  this  practice  is  recom- 
mended, (as  has  been  already  faid)  is  to  deftroy 
that  part  of  the  ulcer  which  is  truely  venereal  : 
therefore  it  behoves  us  to  be  ftridily  attentive 
t^he  adtion  of  the  cauftic  -,  to  fee  that  it  pro- 
duces 
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daces  a  ilough.  In  fome  cafes,  it  is  neceffary 
to  life  a  more  active  one  than  the  caufticum" 
kinare ;  and  we  mufl:  be  guided  in  our  choice 
by  attending  to  their  effedts  upon  the  chancre. 
A  clear  idea  fhould  be  had  of  this  fad;,  viz. 
that  a  cauilic  not  powerful  enough  to  cauterife 
the  furface  of  an  ulcer,  will  a(5t  as  an  aftrin- 
gent.  I  have  feen  four  cafes  of  chancres  to 
which  lunar  caufdc  was  applied,  and  in  which 
no  Ilough  was  produced  :  they  each  healed  in 
about  nine  days,  and  fymptoms  of  the  confii- 
tutional  lues  venerea  appeared  immediately  af- 
terwards ;  from  which  circumilance  it  is  highly 
-probable,  the  cauftic,  by  ailing  as  an  ailrin- 
gent,  caufed  the  chancres  to  heal  fo  foon, 
and  the  conftitutional  lues  to  enfue.  The 
fame  effed:  may  alfo  happen  from  the  cauftic 
not  being  fkilfully  prepared,  or  having  lofl  its 
flrength  by  being  long  expofed  to  the  air,  or 
wetted  ;  for  a  weakened,  or  a  diluted  cauftic, 
will  a6l  either  as  an  efcharotic,  or  an  aflringent. 
Having  faid  fo  much  in  favour  of  the  pradice 
of  applying  cauftics  to  chancres,  left  it  iliould 
be  inferred  that  they  may  be  cured  by  local  ap- 
plications alone,  I  will,  in  as  fliort  a  compafs 
as  poffible,  defcribe  a  mode  of  gure,  which  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  the  moft  {,i(q  and  expeditious 
of  any. 
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A  chancre,  if  not  accompanied  vAtH  much 
inflammation  of  the  furrounding  part,  lliould, 
at  its  iirft  appearance,  have  its  Vv'hole  furface. 
touched  with  fuch  a  cauftic  as  will  produce  a 
thin  Hough  on  the  whole  ulcerated  furface. 
The  caufticum  lunare  will,  in  moH  cafes,  have 
the  defired  efFe(5l,  and  is  preferable  to  mofl 
others,  for  the  reafons  before  mentioned.  The; 
ulcer  fhould  then  be  drefTed  with  fine  dry  lint, 
which  is  preferable  to  any  unduous  dreffing,' 
becaufe  it  will  keep  better  on  the  part.  On 
the  next  day,  if  the  cauilic  has  done  its  office^ 
the  fore  will  be  covered  with  a  white  flough, 
or  one  will  come  off  with  the  lint.  The  cauftic 
mufc  be  repeated  daily,  (if  the  Hough  comes 
off  fo  often)  till  the  chancre  affumes  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  benign  healing  ulcer,  or  is  much 
funk  below  the  furface  of  the  furrounding 
edge.  This  mode  of  treatment  vAW,  in  many 
cafes,  much  expedite  the  cure,  but  is  not  al- 
ways fuccefsfulj  for,  in  fome,  the  inflammation 
of  the  part  on  which  the  ulcers  are  fituated 
continues  to  increafe,  and  they  do  not  mend 
in  their  appearance.  V/hen  this  happens,  it 
may  be  rationally  imagined,  that  the  venereal 
virus  contaminates  more  of  the  ulcer  than  the 
cauflic  deilroys.  In  this  fituation  it  feems  pro- 
bable, that,  if  a  cauflic  was   ufed  which  Vvas 
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powerful  enough  to  deflroy  as  much  of  the 
ulcer  as  is  infefted  with  the  venerear  virus,  the 
advantages  ^xpeifled  would  be  gained  :  in  fuch 
cafes,  the  Hrength  of  the  cauftics  'ufed  ihould 
be  gradually  increafed.  The  lapis  fepticiis  is  if 
the  Itronged:  of  any  of  the  Iblid  cauftics*  But 
from  experience  I  am  certain,  that  this  prac- 
tice will  not  be  fuccefsful  in  all  cafes,  and,  1 
think-,  from  this  caufe,  that  there  are  fome 
chancres  which  are  rendered  more  malignant 
by  every  irritating  application.* 

But,  as  chancres  cannot  be  fafely  cured  with- 
out a  mercurial  courfe  of  medicines,  at  lead  I  can* 
not  from^ny  own  experiments  affert  that  they 
may ;  therefore  fuch  a  mercurial  courfe  fhould 
be  begun  at  their  firil  appearance,  as  was  pre- 
fcribed  for  their  cure  by  internals  alone,  which 
fhould  be  perfevered  in  till  the  chancre  is 
healed,  and  the  fjrrounding  hardnefs  quite 
difperfed :  and  if,  as  fometimes  happens,  the 
chancres  get  well  in  lefs  than  a  month,  . ,  t 
the  mercurial  courfe  fhould  be  continued  for 
about  five  weeks  j  for  there  is  always  great 
danger  of  a  conftitutional  lues  being  produced 

H  by 

*  On  the  above  theory,  two  incipient  buboes  were  cut 
out  of  a  man's  groin  by  a  Surgeon,  in  1776:  the  fores 
became  very  large",  fpreading,  and,  to  the  beft  of  my  judge- 
menty  venereal  ulcers. 


by  a  chancre  badly  treated  ^  and  from  ptac-- 
tical.  obferyations  it  appears,  that  a  mercurial- 
cDurfe  :V^ili  prevent  fuch  efFed:  from  taking 
pl^e.r  By  this  method  all  chancres  may  be 
tured,  if  the  patient  is  otherwife  in  good 
'•:health>  and  the  part  where  they  are  feated  does 
not  inflame  {6  as  to  prevent  the  application  of 
the  ca'tiflic  :  the  principal  caufes  of  vv^hich  are^ 
either  a  confumptive  or  gouty  habit  of  body, 
any  vifeeral  difeafe,  in  which  mercury  is  known 
to  be  hurtful,  or  a  difpofition  in  the  part  to 
fpread  into  a  large  ulcer,  or  to  mortify.  Theffe 
difeafes  are  only  to  be  coniidered  as  an  impedi'-; 
iiient  to  the  cure,  by  preventing  the  ufe  of  the 
proper  dofes  of  mercury* 

In  any  of  thefe  fituations,  proper  mcdlcine% 
for  curing  the  other  difcafs  fliould  be  joined 
with  the   mercurial  courfe,  and  fuch  only  ad- 
miniilered  as  will  not,   by  uniting  with  thd 
mercury,    caufe   it   to    irritate  the    inteftlnes^ 
Some  authors   advife,    that  the  conilitutional 
complaint  fhould  be  cured  before  a  mercurial 
courfe  is  entered  upon ;  but  this  pradice  fhould* 
never  be  followed,  unlefs  the  patient's  health, 
is  in  fuch  a  flate  as  that  the  ufe  of  mercury 
would  endanger  the  lofs  of  life  y  for,  if  the. 
chancres  heal  before  the  mercurial  courfe  is 
cpmmeixced,  a  conftitutional  lues  venerea  would 
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probably  enfue,  which  would  require  a  much- 
longer  and  more  powerful  mercurial  courfe. 

The  next  circumftance,  of  a  tendency  in  the 
chancre  to  fpread  to  a  large  iize,  occurs  moft: 
often  in  people  of  a  fcorbutic  habit  of  body, 
or  whofe  juices  are  in  fuch  a  ftate,  that  wounds 
or  fores  of  any  kind  become  of  a  bad  difpofi- 
tion,  and  are  with  difficulty  brought  into  a 
healing  ftate.  As  foon  as  this  difpoiition  takes 
place,  if  it  is  accompanied  with  feverifli 
lymptoms,  an  antiphlogiftic  courfe  is  to  be 
fubflituted  inftead  of  the  mercurial  one  :  if 
there  is  no  fever,  the  Peruvian  bark  in  full 
and  frequent  dofes  will  generally  have  the 
defired  efFed:  ;  but  if  the  ulcer  ftill  retains 
much  of  the  venereal  afped:,  the  bark  may  be 
^iven  with  the  mercury. 

In  the  other  ftate,  that  is,  a  tendency  to 
mortification,  the  mercurial  courfe  muft  be  im- 
mediately defifled  from,  and  the  difeafe  treated 
fkilfully,  according  to  its  prefent  fymptoms, 
without  any  regard  being  had  to  its  having 
arifen  from  a  venereal  caufe.  It  is  farther  ne- 
ceflary  to  remark,  that  mortifications  arife  from 
various  caufes,  being  fometimes  owing  to  de- 
bility, but  moft  often  to  inflammation  :  in  the 
former  cafe,  a  fVee  ufe  of  the  bark,  and  cor- 
dials, and  in  the  other,  cooling  and  fedativo 
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remedies,  may  be  judicioufly  advifed.     In   the 
'ulcerative  ftate,  fuch  dreffings  fhould  be*  ufed 
to  the  part,   as  give  mofl  eafe  :  an  emoHient 
poultice  /hould  be  iiril  tried  -,  and   if  that   has 
not  the  defired  effect,  I  would   advife   the  ufe 
of  an   ointment   compofed   of  equal  parts   of 
opium  and  hog's-lard,  or  any  other  proper  fub- 
fiance  for  forming  it  into  an  ointment,  or.ce-»; 
rate;  fuch  an  application  being  an   admirably 
good   one  in  mofl   cafes  of  fpreading   ulcers.: 
In  the  mortified  ilate,  emollient  poultices  v/ill 
in  general  do  all  the  fervice  thai  can  be  ex* 
f)Qditd  from  topical   remedies ;  for  flimulating 
applications  do  much  harm  in  moft  mortiiica- 
tions.     By  fuch  methods,  mofl  chancres   may 
be  cured,  though  it  mufl  be  allov^ed  that  there 
are  fome  vvrhich,  from  bad  treatment,  virulency 
of  the  difeafe,   or  other  circumflances,  are  ex- 
ceedingly difficult  to  be  brought  into  a  healing 
ilate,  and  which  refill  the  adion  of  the  reme- 
dies laft  mentioned:    in  fuch  cafes,  hemlock 
or  arfenic  may  be  ufed,  both   internally  and 
externally ;  and  mercurial  fumigations  are  par- 
ticularly ufeful. 

The  next  fubje<5l  of  t^onfideration  is,  the  im- 
mediate confequential  fymptoms  arifing  from 
chancres  :  the  moft  common  of  which  are,  the 
Subo,  Phymoiis,  and  Paraphymofis,  in  men  5 
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and  Swelling  of  the  Labia  pudendi,  in  wo- 
men :  the  other,  lefs  frequent  fymptoms, 
are  Ulcers  of  the  Tonfils,  the  Lips,  Tongue, 
or  infide  of  the  Mouth,  Verrucae,  and  Con- 
dylomata, Warts,  Eruptions  on  the  whole  fur- 
face  of  the  body,  and  Ulcers  on  the  part  where 
the  chancres  had  been  feated.  Some  one  of 
thefe  fymptoms  will  ufually  enfue  from  chan- 
cres unlkilfully  treated  ;  but,  in  fome  cafes, 
the  difeafe  attacks  other  parts  of  the  body, 
which  are  lefs  fufceptible  of  the  ad:ion  of  the 
venereal  virus  ',  as  the  Periofteum  with  Nodes^ 
the  Bones  with  Nocfturnal  Pains,  and  Caries. 

Thefe  are  the  fymptoms  mofl  commonly 
caufed  by  chancres  when  they  produce  any 
other  difeafe  :  and  I  now  proceed  to  make  a 
few  obfervations  upon  each  of  them,  in  the 
order  in  which  they  are  here  ranged. 

A  Bubo  is  an  inflammation  of  one  or  more 
of  the  lymphatic  glands  in  any  part  of  the 
body.  The  proper  term  is,  a  Venereal  Bubo, 
becaufe  there  are  other  kinds,  as  the  Critical 
bubo  arifing  from  a  fever,  or  the  Peflilential 
one  from  the  plague  :  this  diilind:ion  however 
is  unneceiTary  in  this  work,  as  there  is  no  pro- 
bability of  this  kind  of  bubo  being  taken  for 
any  but  a  venereal  one.  In  the  former  part 
of  this  v^ork  I  have  endeavoured  to  prove,  that 
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the  matter  difcharged  from  a  chancre  is  vene-* 
real,  and  will,  if  applied  to  a  fecretory  furface. 
Or  a  wounded  part,  produce  the  Venereal  Dif-- 
cafe.  It  is  alfo,  I  think,  as  certahi,  that  fuch 
matter  abforbed,  will  produce  fome  venereal 
fymptom,  (unlefs  fuch  a  quantity  of  mercury 
is  in  the  body,  as  to  prevent  its  ad:ion)  of 
which  a  bubo  furnifhes  us  with  the  clearefl 
proof,  both  from  the'time  when  it  makes  its 
Appearance,  and  from  its  being  always  feated 
in  the  lymphatic  glands  which  are  nearefl:  to 
the  chancre,  in  the  courfe  of  the  circulation 
from  thence  to  the  thoracic  dud. 

But  it  is  an  extraordinp.ry  fad,  that  it  never 
pafTes  through  one  fet  of  glands,  and  then  oro- 
duces  its  effeds  upon  another  gland  ;  the  rea- 
£on  of  which  is  not  known.  The  moll:  pro- 
bable conjedure  feems  to  be,  that  the  matter, 
in  order  to  caufe  an  inflammation  in  a  lym- 
phatic gland,  muft  be  poflefied  of  a  certain  de- 
gree of  virulency,  \vhicH  it  poffeiTes  in  the 
chancre,  but  lofes  by  being  diluted  with  the 
lymphatic  fluid,  in  its  pafl^age  from  one  gland 
to  another. 

Another   remarkable   circumflance   is,  that 
matter  abforbed  from  a  bubo  never  caufes   the 
fame  difeafe  in  the  next  fet  of  glands   beyond 
the'difeafcd  one,  in  the  courfe  of  the  lym- 
phatic 


[     55    ] 

phatic  vejfTcls  from  thence  to. the  heart :  if  this 
was  not  fo,  the  difeafe  would  often  be  fatal, 
by  the  number  of  them  bringing  the  patient 
lata  a  confumption,  or  their  fituatidn  being 
out -of  the  reach  of  furpical  aid.  This  fa<ft  is 
the  more  extraordinary,  becaufe  it  has.  been 
proved  by  experiments,  that  the  matter  from 
a  bubo  is  venereal,  and  will  communicate  the 
difeafe  ;  accidental  proofs  of  which  have  arifep 
from  fuch  matter  having  been  applied  to  i 
Surgeon's  finger  or  hand,  when  the  wound  al- 
ways becomes  a  venereal  fore,  or  chancre;  and 
a  bubo  in  the  axilla  is  as  likely  to  happen  from 
it,  as  one  in  the  groin  is  from  a  chancre  on 
the  genitals.  But,  although  a  bubo  is  not  ca^ 
pable  of  caufing  an  abfcefs  in  the  lymphatic 
vefTels,  or  glands,  at  any  diftance  from  it,  yet 
it  has  fome  fuch  power  on  thofe  which  arc 
contiguous  to  the  difeafed  one  -,  for  a  fecond, 
and  fometimes  a  third  bubo  will  arife  near  the 
firft,  during  its  healing,  or  before  a  cure  is 
perfed:ed ;  of  which  I  have  feen  feveral  in- 
fiances.  Thefe  fecondary  buboes  (as  they  may 
be  called)  feem  not  to  be  endued  with  fo  much 
venereal  virulence  as  the  primary  one;  and, 
from  cafes  which  I  have  feen,  I  think  it  pro- 
Ijable^  that  fome  of  them  are  not  venereal,  but 
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eaufec!  merely  by  the  inflammatiGrt  Excited  irt 
the  part  by  the  firft  abfcefs* 

The  methods  of  curing  buboes  are  two  :  tnc 
firft  is,  by  difperfing  them  5  the  other  is,  by 
bringing  them  to  fuppuration.  The  mode  of 
repelling  them  is,  by  applying  difcuffing  reme* 
dies  to  the  fwolleii  part,  arid  adminiftering  fuch 
internal  medicines  as  are  proper  in  other  cafes 
of  local  inflammations.  Mercurial  ointment 
is  the  mofk  powerful  difcutient  in  thefe  cafcs« 
The  mofl  common  method  is,  to  rub  the  oint* 
mcnt  in  upon  the  part ;  but  as,  from  late  dif* 
coveries,  the  courfe  of  the  lymphatic  vefTel* 
which  pafs  through  the  glands  of  the  groin,  is 
found  to  be  along  the  inlide  of  the  thigh,  tha 
mojft  judicious  and  effediual  way  of  ufing  mer- 
curial ointment  for  this  purpofe  is,  by  having 
it  rubbed  into  the  infideof  the  thigh;  by  which 
the  mercury  is  likely  to  pafs  through  the  dif*- 
©afed  gland,  in  its  palTage  to  the  thoracic  dud: ; 
whereas,  in  the  other  manner,  but  a  very  fmall 
proportion  of  the  mercury  paiTes  into  the  tu- 
mor, befides  that  the  a(fl  of  rubbing  it  on  the 
part  often  does  harm  by  giving  pain.  The  heft 
applications  to  the  tumor  are,  the  emplaflrum 
mcrcuriale,  emplaftrum  e  fapone,  or  a  poul-^ 
tice  of  a  folution  of  faccharum  faturni  in  water, 

and 


[     SI     1 

and  bread  or  linfeed  powder;  and  that  appli;-^ 
cation  is  to  be  preferred,  which  gives  moil  cafe. 
Taking  blood  from  the  part  by  leeches,  will 
alfo  be  found  a  mod  efFeftual  remedy  in  fome 
few  cafes,  where  the  fkin  which  Covers  the 
tumor  is  much  infiarned. 

The  medicinal  courfe  (hould  be,  gentle  ca- 
thartics, fuch  as  fal  glauberi,  manna,  or  in- 
fuiio  feonas.  A  moderate  dofe  of  one  of  thefc 
fhould  be  given  every  fecond  or  third  day. 
Venseie^tion  {hould  alfo  be  ufed,  if  the  patient 
is  feverifh.  Emetics  feem  to  have  the  moft 
powerful  efFecl  in  caufmg  the  abfc option  of 
matter,  of  any  internal  medicine  \  therefore,  in 
obfiinate  cafes,  and  in  ail  thofe  in  which  we 
are  particularly  defirous  to  prevent  a  fuppura- 
tion,  a  moderately  aflive  emetic  Ihould  be  ad- 
min iilered  as  often  as  the  patient  can  bear  it. 
Wine,  fpirits,  and  all  heating  and  high-fea- 
foned  food,  fhould  be  forbid.  Reft,  and  an. 
eafy  poflure  of  the  part,  are  alfo  great  alliftanta 
in  promoting  the  refolution  of  thefe  tumofs. 

The  other  method  of  curing  buboes  is,  by 
caufing  them  to  fuppurate.  This  being  an  adl 
performed  by  the  conftitution,  the  cbjedt  of 
Surgery  is,  to  affift  natu-e,  by  keeping  the 
pait  warm,  and  gently  ftimulated;  which  pur- 
pofes  are  well  effeded  by  the  application  of  a 
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plaifter  of  diachylon  cum  gummis,  which  Is, 
in  general,  preferable  to  any  poultices,  being 
equally  effectual,  and  more  pfily  kept  on  the 
part.  During  the  maturatidn  of  a  bubo,  it  is 
a  matter  of  doubt,  whether  mercurial  medi- 
cines ought  to  be  ufed,  or  not.  If  the  abfcefs 
makes  a  proper  progrefs  to  fuppuration,  mer- 
curials fhould  be  defiiled  from  till  the  matter 
is  let  out  :  but,  if  the  maturation  goes  on 
flowly,  then  fome  adive  mercurial  medicine 
fhould  be  prefcribed,  in  fuch  fmall  dofes  as 
not  to  excite  any  evacuation  from  the  confti- 
tution  J  for,  given  in  this  way,  it  is  a  moil 
efficacious  remedy  for  promoting  the  matura- 
tion of  all  kinds  of  abfceiles.  The  diet  fhould 
be  the  iiame  as  in  health  ;  and,  if  the  filppu- 
ration  is  How  in  its  progrefs,  a  quart  of  porter, 
or  a  pint  of  v/ine,  fhould  be  taken  ,every  day. 
"It  is  hardly  neceflary  to  add,  that  mercury, 
ufed  in  fuch  quantities  as  to  falivate,  or  pafs 
off  by  the  inteflines,  will  tend  to  prevent*  the 
fuppuration  ;  which  it  does  in  two  ways,  firft 
by  the  evacuations  it  produces,  and  next  by  de- 
ftroylng  or  weakening  the  adion  of  the  vene- 
real virus. 

"When  the  whole  external  furface  of  the 
tumor  is  foft,  and  become  fo  thin  that  the 
fluduation   of  the    contained  matter,  may  be 
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plainly  felt,  and  the  furrounding  hardnefs  has 
fubfided,  it  is  in  a  proper  flate  to  be  opened ; 
the  methods  of  doing  which  are,  either  by 
caudic,  or  incifion.  The  moft  common  me- 
thod is,  by  applying  a  foft  cauftic  on  the 
whole  furface  which  covers  the  matter.  The 
cauilicum  commune  fortius  is  the  heft  for  this 
purpofe  :  before  you  apply  it,  it  fhould  be 
foftened  with  foap,  then  fpread  on  a  piece  of 
lint,  and  a  thick  adheiive  plaifler  applied  round 
the  part  which  is  to  be  cauterifed,  to  prevent 
it  from  adting  on  any  other  but  that  which 
covers  the  matter.  The  time  neceffary  for  the 
cauftic  to  lie  on,  will  be  according  to  the 
thicknefs  of  the  part  which  is  to  be  formed 
into  an  efchar.  When  the  cauflic  is  removed, 
the  efchar  fhould  be  pundured  for  the  dif- 
charge  of  the  matter,  and  then  dreifed  with 
warm  emollient  poultices,  or  pledgets  of  mild 
digeftive  ointments,  v/hlch  fhould  be  continued 
till  the  efchar  cafls  off,  and  the  ulcer  js  in  a 
healing  flate.  It  is  the  pradiice  of  fome  Sur- 
geons, to  cut  away  the  efchar  as  fbon  as  the 
cauftic  is  removed  ;  but  this  is  needlefs,  as  it 
w^ill  not  expedite  the  cure,  nor  be  in  any  way 
a  prefervative  of  the  conflitution  againfl  the 
abforption  of  venereal  matter ;  and,  in  facft,  is 
improper,  becaufc,  by  expoling  the  infide  of 
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the  abfcefs  to  the  aflion  of  the  dreffings"  trA 
air,  much  unneceliary  pain  is  caufed,  Irom  its 
being  fo  extremely  tender  to  the  touch. 

The  other  riicthod  of  opening  buboes  is,  by 
incifi  >n  :  this  may  be,  in  general,  performed 
with  one  flroke  of  an  abfcefs-lancet  :  the  tu^ 
mor  is  to  be  opened  its  whole  length,  and  in 
its  longefl  dirc-ction  j  in  which  operation  it  h 
always  neceiiary  to  attend  to  the  fituation  of 
,.the  inguinal  artery,  becaufe,  in  fome  caies,  it 
is  almofl  in  contad;  with  the  matter;  and  then, 
unlefs  it  was  ikilfully  performed,  and  the  pa- 
tient properly  confined  during  the  time,  there 
would  be  great  danger  of  committing  a  fatal 
error,  in  opening  the  artery;  accidents  of  which 
kind  have,  I  believe,  happened.  Another  cau-^ 
tion  neceffary  in  this  way  of  opening  buboes, 
is  to  ftop  the  haemorrhage,  which  often  hap^ 
pens  from  fome  fmall  branch  of  an  arttry  un*- 
avoidably  cut  in  making  the  inciiion ;  for,  as 
fuch  arife  from  the  inguinal  trunk,  they  are 
apt  to  throw  out  a  great  quantity  of  blood: 
this  therefore  iliould  always  be  done  before 
we  leave  the  patient,  either  by  dry  lint  and 
preffure,  prepared  dried  fponge,  or  needle  and 
ligature  j  the  neceffity  of  which  is  proved  by 
this  cafe. — A  Gentleman  had  a  bubo  opened 
by  incilion  at  eleven  o'clock  in^  the  foreno6nr| 
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the  wound  v/as  dreffed  wiih  dry  lint,  and  th,c 
hasmonhage  thereby  flopped ;  in  the  evening 
he  was  i  i  company  in  a  warn)  room,  Vv^hen  he 
fuddcnly  became  pale,  fainted,  and  fell  from 
his  feat;  as  foon  as  he  recovered,  on  exami- 
ning the  bubo,  he  found  near  a  quart  of  blood 
in  bis  breeches,  and  it  was  then  ilTuing 
freely  from  a  fmall  artery,  which  was  imme- 
diately fecured  by  needle  and  ligature;  Ano- 
ther inflance  of  this  kind  happened  to  a  Gen- 
tleman in  London,  to  v/hom  1  was  called  :• — a 
deep-fcated  bubo  h  ;d  been  opened  in  his  groin 
a  fevv  hours  before,  and  the  blood  was  then 
flowing  fo  freely  from  a  large  branch  of  aa 
artery,  that,  if  it  had  continued  half  an  hour' 
in  that  ftate,  it  would  probably  have  proved 
fatal  :  I  took  up  the  bleeding  velTel  by  needle 
and  ligature,  which  flopped  the  hasmorrhage ; 
but  this  patient  did  not  recover  the  lofs  of 
blood  in  two  months,  having  been  but  lately 
arrived  from  the  Eafl-Indies,  in  a  very  relaxed 
ilate  of  health.  The  method  of  opening  bu- 
boes by  incilion  is  not  nov/  fo  much  in  ufe  as 
formerly,  as  it  was  often  found,  that  the  heal- 
ing of  the  wound  was  attended  with  much 
dilHcult/,  owing  to  its  lips  becoming  callous, 
or  fo  tucked  in,  and  united  to  the  cavity  of  the 
ulcer,  as  to  render  another  painful  operation 

fome- 


iometimes  necelTary,  that  is,  cutting  off  the 
lips  with  a  fcalpe!,  or  crooked  fcilTars.  The 
cauftic  method  is  free  from  thefe  objeftions, 
from  its  defiroying  the  parts  which  caufe  the 
lail-mentioned  accidents. 

Buboes,  when  opened  either  by  incilion  or 
cauftic,  are  fubje6l  alfo  to  the  following  acci- 
dents. The  iirft  is  a  fudden  change  of  the 
ulcer  from  an  healing  ftate  to  a  phagedce- 
nic  fore,  with  jagged  hard  lips  :  for  this, 
the  Peruvian  bark  is  the  beft  remedy  ^  and 
the  mercurial  courfe  may  be  either  continued 
or  left  off,  as  experience  will  dired:  ^  it  being 
in  fome  ufeful,  in  others  injurious.  This  ac- 
cident is  moft  liable  to  occur  in  buboes  which 
have  been  opened  byincifion. 

Another  change,  after  they  are  in  a  healing 
ilate,  is,  to  fpread  into  a  large  ill-conditioned 
fore,  having  a  fmooth  ungranulated  furface,  of 
a  livid  colour:  this  change  is  in  fome  cafes 
very  fudden,  happening  even  in  twenty-four 
hours,  and  without  pain.  The  Peruvian  bark, 
given  in  full  dofes,  is  the  grand  remedy  to  be 
depended  upon  in  thefe  cafes  ;  and  cooling  me- 
dicines, cordials,  acids,  or  opiates,  may  be  given 
with  the  bark. 

The  caufe  of  this  alteration  in  the  ulcer 
can    feldom  be    known   with   certainty  -,    but 

if 


[     63     ] 

if  it  continues  fpreading,   the  mercurial  courfe 
muft    be   immediately  left    off;  for  it   fliould 
ever    be   remembered,    that  a  perfeverance  ia 
the  uie  of  mercury  is  a  dangerous  experiment^ 
and  has  proved  fatal  in  many  cafes  of  this  kind  :• 
one  unhaopv  inftance  of  which  I  was  a  witnefs, 
to,  in   a  firong  young  man,    who  was  in  other 
refped:s   in   good  health,   and  died   in  confe- 
quence  of  the  wound    fpreading  fo  as  to  cover 
part  of  his  thigh  and  abdomen  ;  whereas,  from 
feveral    cafes  of  the  fame  kind,  which  I  haves 
feen  cured  by  bark  and  cordials,  without  mer- 
cury, I  have  no  doubt  but  that  this  patient's, 
life   might   have  been  faved  by  the  fame  kind, 
ef  treatment.     Mod  of  theie  cafes  foon  yield 
to  the  bark,  the  ulcer  contra(5i:ing  its  fize,  and 
alTuming  a  healing  difpofition  :  in  fome,  how-- 
ever,   the  fore  continues   fpreading  for  feveral 
days,  notwithllanding  the  bark  and  other  pro- 
per medicines  are  given  :   but  even  in  fuch,  I 
difapprove   of  the    ufe    of    mercury ;    for    it 
does   not  feem   to  me  to  be  of  any  fervice,  and 
is    ir.nown   from  experience   generally   to    do 
much    injury.       This    change    feems    not    tp 
arife   from   a    venereal   caufe,   but   more  pro- 
bably from  either  a  putrid  or  fcorbutic  dif- 
pofition, an  impoveriflied   ftate   of  blood,    or 
.  the  effects  of  mercury  and  confinement.    I  have 
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feen  both  methods  fairly  tried,  and  never  knew 
any  good  done  by  mercury,  but  generally   fo 
mucn  harm  that  the  fore  continued  fpreading 
till   the  mercurial   courfe  was  entirely   defifted 
from  ;  but  the  other   mode   of  treating   this 
complaint  feldom  fails  of  producing  an  apparent 
change  for  the  better  within  a  few  days.    Some 
of  thefe  however  are  much  more  obftinate  thari 
others,  the  ulcer  continuing  to  fpread,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  judicious  ufe  of  the  bark  affifled  by 
any  other  medicines.    In  fuch  cafes,  I  would  ad- 
vife  that  the  ulcer  be  dreiled  with  opium,  which 
may  be  ufed  either  in   a  fluid  form,   by  ma- 
king a  ftrong  foiution  of  it  in  warer,  and  ap- 
plying lint  wetted  with   it   to  the  part;  or  it 
may  be  fpread  upon  lint,   (being:  firft  foftened 
with  a  few  drops  of  any  elTentiai  oil)  and  ufed 
as  a   cerate,    formed    by  mixing   fome  iimple 
ointment  with    it.     Should   this  method  not 
fucceed,   aftringent  or  antifeptic  remedies  are 
to  be  tried,    or   Peruvian    bark    in   decodion, . 
and  externally  as  a  fomentation,  or  in  a  folid 
form,  by  fprinkling  the  fore  with  the  powder. 

Another  accident,  fometimes  attendant  upon 
healing  buboes,  is,  that  they  take  on  an  ap- 
pearance much  like  a  cancerous  uleer.  Thig 
change  fometimes  happens  as  fuddenly  as  the 
lafi:,  though  it  is  ufuaily  flower  :    the  fore  lel- 
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dp:n  enlarges  hear  fo  much,  and  rarely  exceedsi 
the  bounds  of  the  part  which  had  been  diieafed 
by  the  abfcefs,  or  the  acftion  of  the  cauftic  of 
knife.    The  ulcer  is,  in  fome  of  thefe  cafes*  of 
the  colour  of  a  healing  wound  j  hut  in  moft  it 
is  of  a  very  pale  red,  and  is  in  all  covered  with 
feveral   eminences^    each  of  which  is  fludded 
over  with  granulations,   and  the  edges  of  the 
fore  are  hard  and  uneven,  or  jagged.     This  al- 
teration feems  in  general  not   to  be  venereal^ 
becaufe  mercury  alone   will  feldcsm  perform  a 
cure.     Some   of  them  may  be  cured    by  the 
Peruvian  bark  alone  ;   others  do  beft  with  the. 
bark  joined  with  mercurials  in  a  moderate  or. 
fmall  quantity  :  probably  an  opiate  application- 
to  the  ulcer  might  be  ufeful,    and  farfaparilla 
fhould  be  tried,  on  the  idea  that  this  .morbid 
change  may  be  cauled  by  the  mercury. 

It  is  remarkable  that  this  change  may  occur 
many  times  in  the  fame  bubo  :  it  commonly 
happens  when  the  fore  is  nearly  healed,  by  its 
fpreading  to  its  former  fize,  fometimes  even  in 
twenty-four  hours  time,  without, pain,  fever> 
or  any  apparent  caufe :  th&  fame  mode  of  treat- 
ment is  neceffary  every  time. 

But,  in  fad;,  fome  of  thele  cafes  are  of  fo  very 
obftinate  a  nature,  as  feemingly  to  baffle  every 
the  mofl  fkilful  attempts  to  cure  them  :  in  fuch, 
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liemlock  taken  Internally,    and  uled  externally, 
will  probibly  be  found  to   be  the  beit  remedy, 
although  I  believe  all  thefe  cafes  are  curable 
by  a  perfeverance  in    the   fkilful   ufe  of  bark 
and  mercury.     This   accident  is  not  peculiar 
to  any  kind   of  conftitution,  for   it  feems  to 
occur  as  often  in  a  good  as  a  bad  one. 
;   But  1  am  well  convinced  that  venereal  buboes 
may  be  cured  without  any  furgical  operation, 
or  cauftic  application  :  for,   if  they  are  treated 
as  a  common   abfcefs,  which  is  to  be  brought 
to  fijif)puration,  and  are  permitted   to  break  of 
themfelves,  and  the  part  is   afterwards  drelTed 
with  proper   applications,    fuch   as   emollient 
poultices  foftened  with  oil,  or  mercurial  oint- 
ment made  without  turpentine,  the  cure  may 
he  performed  without  further  furgical  aid.     By 
this  method  the  matter  will  be  all  difcharged, 
and  the  aperture  will  heal  often  without  be- 
coming a  larger  fore  than  the  flat  furface  of  a 
fplit  pea.     I  have  conftantly  ufed  this  method 
during  thefe  lall:  fix  years,  and  find  that  lefs 
time  is  required  to  cure  in  this  manner,  than 
when  either  cauftic  or  knife  is  ufed.    There  is, 
befides    the  preferving  the  patient   from   the-, 
pain  of  an  operation,  the  further  advantage  of 
rendering  the  cure  more  expeditious,  which  the.; 
following  cafe  fuffidently  elucidates^ 
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In  July,  177S,  a  young  woman  in  the  Mag- 
dalen Holpital  had  a  venereal  bubo  in  each 
groin,  which  were  as  much  aHke  in  fize, 
lituation,  and  every  other  circumftance,  as^ 
poffible.  That  in  the  right  groin  was  opened 
by  incifion,  the  fifth  day  of  the  month  :  that 
in  the  other  I  brought  to  fuppuration  -,  it 
broke  of  itfelf  the  twenty-eighth  day  of 
the  fame  month,  and  was  healed  bv  th^ 
twenty- ninth  day  of  Auguft ;  whereas  that 
which  had  been  opened  by  incifion,  was 
not  cured  till  the  middle  of  October. — This 
being  a  new  method  of  treating  buboes,  I  beg 
to  be  indulged  in  adding  a  few  more  lines  fca? 
its  fuller  elucidation,  and  to  vindicate  it  from 
liich  objedions  as  will  probably  be  urged 
againft  it.  The  curative  intent  is  to  procure 
an  opening  for  the  difcharge  of  the  matter 
contained  in  a  venereal  abfcefs,  and  to  heal  the 
part  afterwards  ;  which  defigns  are  as  effedru- 
ally  accomplifhed  by  permitting  the  abfcefs  to. 
make  its  own  opening,  as  by  opening  itbycaullic 
or  incifion.  Belides  the  advantages  attending 
this  method,  which  have  been  already  recii.:d„ 
it  feems  to  me  to  be  highly  probable,  ihat  there 
is  lefs  danger,  in  thk  method,  of  the  difeaftj 
getting  into  the  conftitution  by  abforption  of 
venereal  matter,  becuafe  the  ulcerated  {urfivce 
3^  fo  much  fmallei  aiart  whcu  an  opening  ik 
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made  by  art.  But  it  will  probably  be  tbougbt 
by  fome,  that  permitting  thefe  abfcelTes  to 
make  their  own  opening,  is  not  good  furgery, 
Is'ineteen  cafes,  in  which  I  have  ufed  this  prac^ 
tice  with  fuccefs,  prove  that  it  will  in  general 
anfwer  every  curative  intent  :  and  it  may  be 
added,  that  moft  other  abfceiles,  whether  ve- 
nereal or  not,  if  fituated  as  favourably  as  bu- 
boes, may  be  cured  in  the  fame  manner,  as 
I  have  repeatedly  experienced,  If  letting  out 
the  matter  from  a  bubo,  apd  (^eftroying  the 
pa  t  v^here  it  had  formed,  would  totally 
eradicate  the  venereal  difeafe,  it  would  al- 
ways be  good  practice  to  dcftroy  the  whole 
furface  by  cauftic :  but  this  is  not  the  cafe, 
for  we  have  no  proof  of  the  whole  venerea! 
virus  being  colleded  at  the  part ;  and  the  fol^ 
lowing  cafe  Ihews  the  coatrary  to  be  the  fad:. 
A  Surgeon  diffeded  out  two  incipient  buboes 
from  a  poor  man,  one  from  each  groin,  which 
had  arifen  in  confequence  of  a  chancre  which 
had  healed  in  a  fortnight  after  its  appearance^ 
during  which  time  he  took  three  grains  of 
calomel  everv  ni^ht :  each  of  the  wounds, 
made  by  cutting  out  the  buboes,  became  a 
large  venereal  fore,  which  could  not  be  healed, 
though  very  ikilfully  treated,  till  the  patient 
had  taken  a  ccnfiderable  quantity  of  mercury, 
Jt  may  alfo  be  added  to  the  above  obfervations, 
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that  the  cure  of  buboes  in  this  new  method 
does  not  require  more  mercury  than  when 
opened  by  cauftic  or  the  knife. 

The  next  of  the  difeafes  to  be  treated  on, 
which  happen  in  confequence  of  chancres,  is 
the  Piiymoiis.  A  Phymofis  is  fuch  a  ftate  of 
the  prepuce  of  the  penis,  that  it  cannot  be 
drawn  backwards  fo  as  to  denude  the  glans. 
This  complaint  always  begins  with  an  inflam- 
mation ;  which  may,  in  mod  cafes,  be  cured 
by  the  frequent  ufe  of  an  emolHent  or  fedativc 
Iption  injedted  between  the  prepuce  and  glans, 
^nd  keeping  the  part  covered  with  a  warm 
reiaxmg  poultice  :  the  bowels  fhould  be  kept, 
lax  by  cooling  purgatives ;  and  fuch  other  re- 
medies fhould  be  ufed  as  are  proper  for  the 
cure  of  a  local  inflammation. 

A  long,  hard,  cord-like  fwelling  arifes  upon 
the  dorfum  of  the  penis  in  fome  of  thefe 
cafes  :  it  is  ufually  about  the  thicknefs  of  a 
crow's  quill,  extends  obliquely  from  the  fwelled 
prepuce  to  near  the  pubis,  and  is,  in  fome 
inflances,  not  painful,  or  tender  to  the  touch. 
It  is  remarkable,  that  this  fymptom  is  feldom 
caufed'by  ulcers  on  the  prepuce  j  and  that  it 
ufually  difappears  when  the  difeafe  of  the  pre- 
puce is  cured  :  but,  if  it  fliould  remain  after 
this,  it  may  be  difcuiTed  by  rubbing  in  mer- 
curial 
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curial  ointment  on  the  glans,  prepuce,  and 
ikin  which  covers  the  fwelling.  I  have  had 
bne  cafe  of  this  kind  which  was  not  vene- 
real,, but  arofev^^ithout  any  known  caufe,  and 
was  not  attended  with  any  venereal  fymptom : 
at  its  firfl  appearance,  the  prepuce  was  flightly 
inflamed  and  fwelled. 

After  the  inflammation  has  fubfided,  if  the 
phymofis  remains,  the  caufe  will  be,  either  a 
fwelling  of  the  whole  prepucCj  partial  indura- 
tions of  it,  or  adhelions  between  it  and  the 
glans  penis.  In  each  of  thefe  ftates,  we  are 
advifed  by  moft  authors  on  this  fubjed:,  to 
perform  the  operation  for  the  phymofis :  this 
confiils  in  cutting  through  the  prepuce,  from 
its  fore  part  to  its  attachment  to  the  corona 
glandis  :  the  incifion  fliould  be  ftrait,  and 
made  at  its  upper  part,  and  a  little  to  one  fide 
to  avoid  cutting  the  artery,  which  runs  along 
the  middle  of  its  upper  furface.  The  incifion 
fhould  always  be  made  with  a  curved  knife, 
a  dired:or  being  introduced,  if  the  ilate  of  the 
prepuce  is  fuch  as  to  admit  of  both  the  inftru- 
'  ments  together ;  if  not,  it  may  very  well  be 
performed  with  .a  concave  0iarp-pointed  bi- 
iloury,  in  this  manner  : — It  is  to  be  pafled  in 
iiatways>  then  turned  with  the  cutting  edge 
forwards  ;  the  point  is  to  be  immediately  pro* 
•  ,,  I  ■   traded. 
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traded,  and  the  operation  to  be  completed,^ b^ 
making  a  ilrait  inciiion  through  the  prepuce* 
Probe  fciiTars  are  fometimes  ufed  for  this  ope- 
ration ;  but  this  is  not  good  pradice,  for  it 
may  be  always  done  with  a  knife ;  and  fcilTars, 
are  a  bad  inflrument,  for  they  bruife  at  the 
fame  time  that  they  cut,  therefore  the  wounds 
they  make  are  of  a  worfe  nature  than  thofe  by 
the  knife  r  another  forcible  reafon  to  forbid 
their  ufe  is,  that  they  give:  infinitely  more  pain 
than  the  knife,  and  no  Surgeon  can  be  juftified 
in  giving  his  patient  more  pain  than  is  abfo-* 
lutely  neceffary.  When  this  inciiion  is  made 
the  next  thing  to  be  done  is,  to  cut  off  the 
callous  or  difeafed  parts  of  the  prepuce  ,*  the 
part  is  then  to  be  drelTed  with  dry  lint,  and  tq 
be  treated  as  a  common  incifed  wound,  till  a 
digeftion  is  eftablifhed, 

■-The  word  circtimcijion  originally  meant  the 
cutting  off  part,  or  the  whole  of  the  prepuce; 
but  is  ufed,  in  Surgery,  to  fignify  either  that, 
or  the  fimple  diviiion  of  the  prepuce  :  but, 
from  my  obfervations  upon  feveral  operations 
for  the  phymofis,  I  think  it  may  be  admittecj 
as  a  general. rule,  that  there  never  is  any  occa- 
fion  to  cut  off  the  prepuce;  for,  however  much 
it  may  be  fwelled  or  enlarged,  if  from  a  vene- 
?*e^l  caufe,  it  is  reducible  to  its  original  fize, 
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by  the  judicious  ufe  of  mercury  j  and  the  pre* 
puce,  though  divided,  will  dimlnifli  (o  much 
as  not  to  he  any  impediment  in  the  venereal 
adl,  or  in  voiding  the  urine.  But  further, 
every  truely  venereal  phymolis,  in  which  no 
alteration  is  produced  in  the  ftrufture  of  the 
parts,  fo  as  to  occafion  adheiions  between  the 
prepuce  and  glans  penis,  or  contrad^ions  of  it 
from  lofs  of  fubftance,  by  Houghing  or  deep 
ulcerations,  may  be  cured  without  any  opera- 
tion, by  fuch  a  courfe  of  mercurial  medicines 
as  was  recommended  for  that  of  chancres- 
it  is  necefTary,  in  moil  of  thefe  cafes,  to  keep 
the  gums  or  the  breath  affeded  by  the  mer- 
cury during  the  whole  of  the  cure.  A  poultice 
of  bread  and  milk,  or  linfeed  powder  and 
water,  fliould  be  kept  continually  on  the  pre- 
puce, if  it  is  inflamed  -,  and  a ,  proper  lotion 
ihould  be  injected  twice  or  thrice  a  day  be- 
tween the  prepuce  and  glans  ;  and,  if  both 
thefe  parts  are  ulcerated,  they  mufl  be  kept 
afund^r,  while  they  are  healing,  by  fome  pro- 
per dreffing,  lldlfuily  introduced  betv/een  them, 
to  prevent  their  uniting  together.  This  me- 
thod of  treatment  is  conformable  to  the  theory 
of  the  phymolis  being  fuch  a  venereal  fymp- 
torn,  whofe  cure  is  principally  to  be  effected 
l;^y  mercury,     Qa  this  theory,  I  adopted  this 
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."ihode  of  practice,  and  have  fucceejied  iii  eV-erj^ 
cafe  which  has  come  under  my  care  for  thefe 
laft  feyen  years,  and  have  not  failei^  in  one 
fingle  inftance,  of  curing  without  the  operation^ 
or  even  any  confinement  to  the  houfe.  Other 
obje(ftions  to  the  operation  for  the  phymofis, 
are,  that  it  is  fometimes  attended  with  a  trou- 
blefome  haemorrhage^  requiring  the  ufe  of 
the  needle  and  ligature  :  in  other  cafes,  the. 
fore  becomes  extremely  painful,  fpteads,  and 
is  very  tedious  of  cure  j  inilanees  of  which  I 
have  feent 

The  next  fymptom  to  be  treated  dii  is  th^ 
Paraphymofis.  The  caufe  of  this  is  the  fame 
as  that  of  the  phymofis  5  therefore,  if  the  pre^ 
puce  in  a  phymofis  was  to  be  retraded  behiA4 
the  corona  glandisj  it  would  there  forni  fuch 
a  ftri<5lure,  that  it  could  not  again  be  drawa 
forwards  over  the  glans  penis ;  which  confli^ 
tutes  the  difeafe  called  paraphymofis.  In  foms 
cafes,  this  complaint  requires  the  immediate 
affiftance  of  a  fkilful  furgcon  ,-  for  the  ftridlure, 
by  caufing  inflammation  and  impeding  the 
circulation,  would,  in  a  bad  habit  of  body^ 
bring  on  a  mortification  of  the  glans.  The 
operation  confifls  in  dividing  the  ilridlures  by 
incifion,  and  then  reducing  the  prepuce  to  its^j 
statural  fituation^  that  is,  drawing  it  over  the 
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glans  'j  but  the  lad:  part  can  feldom  be  done 
without  exciting  great  pain,  fromthe  inflamed 
ilate  of  the  parts,  or  the  violence  which  mufk 
necefTarily  beufedfrom  the  partshaving  adhered: 
it  fhould   therefore  be  deferred  till  the  inflam- 
mation is  much  reduced;  for,  if  the  ftriclure  is 
removed  by  the  operation,  the  fituation  of  the 
prepuce  will  not  have  any  material  effed:  upon 
the  inflammation.     The  operation  may  be  per-' 
formed,  in  moft  cafes,  with  the  concave  fharp- 
pointed  bifl:oury,  the  point  of  which  is  to  be 
cautiouily   pafled  under  the  ftri^lures,  which 
are  then  to  be  cut  through.     The  next  objeift 
is,  to  reduce  the  inflammation,  which  is  to  be 
cffecfted  by  the  ufe  of  emollient  poultices,  cool- 
ing fedative  lotions,  or  fomentations  to  the  dif- 
eafed  part,  and  ufing  fuch  internal  remedies  as 
are   proper   for  a  local   inflammation.       But', 
previous  to  the  operation,  the  retrad:ion  of  thp 
fkin  to  its  natural  iituation  fhould  be  attempted 
with   the  hands ;   the   befl   method   of  doing 
which,  is,    to  include  the  glans  in  a  piece  of 
^loth  wetted  in  cold  water,   and  then  with  the 
l^ft  hand  to  prefs  it  for  a  minute  or  two,  till  its. 
fize  is  as  much  reduced  as  poffible,  by  the  bloo4 
being  urged  by  this  means  into  the  fpongy  body: 
of  the  urethra  -,  and  then  with  the  right  hand 
t3ie  prepuce  Hiuft  be  drawn  over  the  glans.     By 

this. 
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this  method  I  have  reduced  the  prepuce  to  its- 
natural  fituation,  in  feveral  cafes  which    would. 
otherwiie  have  required  the  affiflance  of  a  cut- 
ting inftrument. 

A  Swelling,  or  difeafed  eqlargemerK,  of  th& 
Labia  Pudendi  of  women,  is  another,  and  not 
an  uncommon  confequence  of  chancres.  This 
has  feldom  much  tendency  to  inflammation^ 
and  therefore,  in  general,  requires  no  other 
treatment  but  fach  a  mercurial  courfe  as  was- 
recommended  for  the  cure  of  chancres,  and  the 
conftant  ufe  of  a  bread  and  milk  or  linfeed 
poultice,  foftened  with  mercurial  ointment  pre- 
pared without  turpentine.  This  fweliing  is 
in  moft  cafes  of  the  cedematous  kindj  but  in 
fome  £&w  there  is  a  general  and  equal  hardnefs 
of  the  whole  oarts. 

jL 

Ulcers  of  the  Tonfils  or  Uvula,  when  they 
appear  as  the  immediate  confequence  of  a  chan- 
cre healed  injudicioully,  fcem  to  me  to  be  a 
local  venereal  fyniptom.  It  has  generally  been 
regarded  as  a  certain  fymptom  of  the  conftitu- 
tional  lues  ;  but  this  may  be  doubted,  from  the 
following circumftances:  firft^  becaufe  it  ufualiy 
appears  in  a  much  fliorter  time  than  a  confli- 
^utional.lues  venereal  does  ^  fecondly,  that  th© 
chancre,  on  the  appearance  of  this  fymptom^ 
lofes  much  of  its,v;rulency  j^and  lailly,   that 

i*  2f  tho 


^t  difeale  is  confined  to  this  part.  FrociV 
thefe  circamilances,  I  thii>k.  it  may  be  ration- 
ally intefred,  that  thedifeafe  has  removed  fron> 
one  part  to  the  other,  without  ii;ifeding  tha 
conlHtution.  It  muft  however  be  conieiiedj^ 
thrt  it  is  diScult  to  afcertain  whether  the 
^jDp-itutron  is  infe'fled  with  the  difeafe  by- 
this- change  of  fituation;or  not  :  yet,  in  fa- 
v;  hr  o/'  rr-y  opinion,  it  muft  be  obferved,  that 
m  fome  cafes  of  abfcefies  (not  venereal) 
the  matter  has  been  s^bforbed,  and  ano- 
ther abfeefs  appeared  in  fome  diftant  part  of 
the  body,  and  in  a  lefs  fpace  of  time  thar^ 
feems  nec:efrary  for  the  tranilation  of  the  mati 
^r,  by  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  fiom  ona 
part  to  the  other.  And  further,  fome  parts 
are  more  prone  to  be  affected  by  the  venereal 
virus,  at  its  removal  from  the  genitals,  than 
Others  ;  and  the  throat  feems  to  b^  the  moft  fa 
of  any  diftant  parts,  Venerea^  ulcers  of  the, 
tonfils  may  be  in  mofl  cafes  known  frotn 
thofe  of  any  other  kind>  by  their  peculiar 
appearance;  for  their  edges  are  fwelled,  jagged,^ 
and  irregular  I  the  ulcerated  furfaces  being 
of  a  whitiih  colour,  and  having  a  peculiar 
venereal  appearance,  which  cannot  be  learnt 
by  ally  wtitten  defcriptien,  but  is  eafily  diftin'*. 
|uiihed  by  thdk  who  have  (cieptifically  at- 
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lefided  to  the  various  appearances  of  ulcers  of 
^hefe  parts*, .  There  is  alfo  another  kind  of 
Vilcer  of  the  tonjils,  which  has  the  refemblancc, 
of  a  venereal  one,  but  is  nol  really  fuch ;  nor 
is  it  of  tU"e  inflammatory  or  putrid  kind,  but  is 
jfaid  to  be  fcorhutic.  Mofl:  of  thefe  cafes  have 
occurred  after  the  cure  of  a  venereal  ulcerated 
throat,  I  am  pf  opinion,  that  it  is  not  fcor-- 
butic,  but  arifes  from  a  difpoiition  in  the-parts 
to  form  the  fame  difeafes  which  they  have 
before  been  affedecf  with :  of  the  fame  kind 
are  the  ulcers  which  fometimes  appear  upon 
the  parts  where  chancres  had  been  feated. 
Venereal  ulcers  of  the  throat  are  frequently 
accompanied  with  an  impediment  of  the  voice, 
producing  a  thicknefs  of  fpeech,  vulgarly  called 
fpeaking  throiigh  the  nofe,  though,  in  fad:, 
this  is  owing  to  the  paffage  of  the  nofc  being 
pbltruded  by  the  fweUing.  Another  circum- 
ftancej  fhev^ing  the  peculiar  difpofitior^  of  the 
tonfjls  to  be  affedted  by  the  venereal  difeafe,  is, 
that  ulcers  of  them  are  in  general  the  firft  fymp- 
torn  of  the.  difeafe,  when  it  has  been  received 

from 

f  I  once  faw  u  fair  cafe  oif  venereal  ulcers  of  the  tonfils, 
in  which  the  difeafe  wasjcommun.icated  by  a  k\h.  It  hap- 
pened to  a  young  Lady,  who  had  fufFered  her  Lover  to  kifs 
her  v/hen  he  had  venereal  uJcers  oft  his  tonftls.  He  h^i  npti 
trtkf  n  any  other  Ubenisa. 
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from  matter  applied  to  the  genitals,  without 
producing  any  complaint  on  them.  This  hap- 
pened twice  to  a  gentleman  of  my  acquaint- 
ance: he  had  been  connected  with  many  com- 
mon women  j  and  the  firft  venereal  fymptom 
with  which  he  was  attacked  each  time,  was 
•an  ulcer  of  the  tonfils. 

This  fymptom,  when  recent,  and  the  ulcers 
have  hot  corrodsd  deeply  into  the  parts,  may 
be  cured  without  confinement,  by  fuch  a  mer- 
curial courfe  as  was  recommended  for  curing 
chancres.  Mercurial  applications  will  greatly 
promote  the  healing  of  the  ulcers,  and  may  be 
ufed  in  the  form  of  a  gargle  :  the  moil  adive 
in  this  way  I  imagine  to  be  mercurius  corrolivus 
fublimatus,  diiTolved  in  a  watery  or  fpirituous 
vehicle.  Another  efficacious  mode  of  apply- 
ing mercury  to  thefe  ulcers,  is  by  fumigation  ; 
but  mercurial  applications  fliould  not  be  ufed, 
^unlefs  the  ulcer  is  of  a  peculiarly  bad  difpofi- 
tion,  or  that  it  does  not  properly  yield  to  the 
effed;  of  a  mercurial  courfe.  Mercurius  fub- 
limatus was  formerly  in  the  higheft  reputation 
for  this  venereal  fymptom  :  it  was  always  ad- 
miniltered  in  a  liquid  vehicle,  in  which  form 
it  certainly  feems  to  have  a  peculiar  e/fed  in 
curing  venereal  ulcers  of  the  tonfils.  But  it 
Las  been  obferved,  that  the  cures  performed  in 

thisr 
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this  way  were  not  permanent,  as  other'  vene- 
real  fytnptomsfometimes  enfu^d  ;  from  which, 
and  other  circumftances  attendant  on  the  efieds 
of  mercurial  applications,  it  appears  highly  pro- 
bable to  me,  that  the  injudicious  application 
of  mercury  to  the  ulcers,  in  the  ad;  of  drinking 
the  medicine,  prevented  the  cures  from  being 
-cfredual,  by  healing  them  before  the  virus  was 
deftroyed.  For  this  reafon,  the  mercurials  pre- 
/cribed  for  the  cure  pf  this  fymptom  flaouid  he 
in  a  folid  form. 

The  next  venereal  fymptoms  are.  Ulcers  of 
the  Lips,  Tongue,   or   Mouth.     Ulcers  often 
happen    in    thefe   parts,    particularly  the  lips, 
from  other  caufes,  but  which  bear  fome  rcfeni* 
blance  to  thefe  venereal  ones,     Venereal  ulcers 
of  the  lips  are  furrounded  by  fuch  a  hardneft 
as  accompanies  chancres;   thofeof  the  mouth, 
by  an  inflamed  edge ;  and  thofe  of  the  tongu^ 
generally  appear  as  if  a  piece  had  been  cut  out^: 
befides  thefe   peculiar  fymptoms,  they  ufually 
hav?  fonvething  of  the  venereal  alpevft.     But 
the  appearances  alone^  in  thefe  fymptoms,   are 
feldom    fufficiently  charadieriilic    of  the   dif- 
cafe-;  it  is   therefore  always  neceffary   to  gain 
every  other  affiftance  in   our  power :  thus,  by 
a  careful  examination  of  the  patient,  we  may 
pofTibly  find  other  venereal  fymptoms,  or  be 

enabled 
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enabled  to  afcertdn  the  probability  of  impr6-* 
babilitv  of  its  being  venereal,  from  the  mode 
of  cure  ufed  for  former  venereal  fymptoms, 
having  been  adequate  to  the  end  propofed,  or 
not.  The  care  of  thefe  ulcers  is  the  fame  as  of 
thofe  of  the  tonlils  :  but  it  muft  be  remarked, 
that  mercurial  applications  have  net  fo  power- 
ful an  effed;  in  promoting  their  healing. 

Verruca,  or  Condylomata,  are  venereal  ex- 
crefcences,  fituated  mod:  frequently  round  the 
anus  :  they  are  both  of  the  fame  nature  j  thofe 
being  called  Verruca?,  which  are  not  much 
raifed  above  the  found  furface  on  which  they 
are  feated ;  and  thofe  Condylomata,  which  are 
elevated  fo  as  to  become  pendulous.  They 
are,  in  fome  cafes,  an  immediate  effed:  of 
chancres ;  but  mod  frequently  are  a  fymptom 
of  the  conilitutional  lues.  The  cure  is  firfl 
to  be  attempted  by  fuch  a  courfe  of  mercurials 
as  will  gently  afFed:  the  fauces,  but  not  ex- 
cite a  faiivation  :  this  courfe  is  to  be  conti- 
nued about  five  weeks  5  and,  if  the  tumors 
do  not  then  greatly  diminilli  or  difap- 
pear,  the  cure  is  to  be  efFcded  by  excifiori 
or  cauftic.  The  vcrrucae  are,  in  moft  cafes, 
more  eafily  cured  by  cauftic  than  by  incifion. 
The  common  cauftic  applications  will  gene- 
f&\]y  fj^cgeed  isx  reoiQvipg  thefc  excrejfc^nces  | 

but 
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but  if  they  grow  again,  or  do  not  decreafe 
ppoperly,  it  would  be  right  to  ufe  a  caaftic 
having  arfenic  for  its  bails.  Mercurial  fumi* 
gations  ufed  to  thefe  tumors  have  been  found 
to  cure  fome  of  them,  after  cauftic  and  incifion 
have  failed  :  but  a  gentle  mercurial courfe  m.uil 
be  perlifted  in  till  the  cure  is  completed. 

Warts  upon  the 'Penis,  or  Labia  Pudendi, 
are  the  next  fymptom  on  which  we ,  are  to 
'ipeak.  They  are  feated,  in  men,  on  the  glans 
penis,  corona  glandis,  and  prepuce  j  and,  in 
:women,  on  the  labia  pudendi,  nymphse,  cli- 
toris, and  orifice  of  the  meatus  urinae.  Thefe 
are,  in  fome  cafes,  not  venereal;  which  I  alTert 
from  having  feen  fome  clear  inilances  of  fucli, 
which  I  cured  by  external  remedies  alone  : 
therefore,  when  there  is  no  other  venereal 
fymptom,  and  they  are  not  fixed  to  an  inflamed 
part,  the  cure  fhould  be  attempted  by  external 
remedies,  on  the  idea  of  their  being  a  local, 
and  not  a  venereal  difeafe.  Venereal  '"warts 
are,  in  many  cafes,  accompanied  with  fome 
other  venereal  fymptom.,  and,  when  they  are 
not,  are  ufuaily  fixed  to  a  difeafed  furface, 
and  have  an  inflammatory  tendency.  That  they 
are  a  true  venereal  fymptom  in  fome  cafes,  is 
■proved  by  their  difappearing  as  foon  as  a  pro- 
per quantity  pf  mercury  is  intrpducecj  into  the 

M  body. 
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body,  witho'tit  the  afliftance  of  any  t'oplcal 
application,  after  having  previotiily  refifted  the 
eiFedls  of  the  moft  judicious  external  remedies  5 
and  by  their  communicating  the  Venereal  Dif- 
eafe  to  another  perfon,  of  which  I  have  known 
n  certain  inflance.  It  muft  alfo  be  remarked, 
that  taking  away  warts  while  a  venereal  taint 
remains,  is  very  feldom  af  any  ufe,  becaufe 
they  generally  grow  again,  or  others  form  on 
the  fame  parts.  The  methods  ufed  for  remo-^ 
ving  them  are,  excifion,  ligature,  or  cauftic. 
The  firft  is  feldom  ufed,  on  account  of  the 
dread  which  moft  people  have  of  having  a  cut" 
ting  inftrament  ufed  to  thefe  parts  :  vvhen  the 
cure  is  attempted  in  this  way,  the  whole  fur- 
face  on  which  the  wart  grov^^s  fhould  be  cut 
off.  The  next  method  is,  by  ligature  :  this 
is  peculiarly  well  adapted  for  removing  fuch-  as 
have  a  large  body  and  a  llender  baiis  j  and,  in 
all  cafes  where  it  can  be  ufed,  is  moil  likely^^ 
to  eiFedt  a  lafting  cure,  probably  from  its  be-- 
ang  more  apt  to  bring  on  fuch  an  inflamma- 
tion of  the  parts  which  furnifh  them  with  vef- 
lels,  as  to  prevent  their  growing  again  :  the 
ligature  jdiould  be  made  of  waxed  thread  of  a 
proper  thicknefs,  in  proportion  to  the  fize  of 
the  warts,  and  fhould  be  tied  as  tight  as  pof- 
fible,  fo  as  not  to  cut  through  their  balis ;  for,« 
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in  that  cafe,  the  end  propofed,  Xvhich  is  of  ilop-. 
ping  the  circulation,  would  be  fruftrated.  The 
third  method,  which  is  that  of  dcftroying  them 
by  cauflic,  is  performed  by  touching  their  whole 
furface  with  fuch  a  cauftic  as  will  not  iicuefv, 
and  run  upon  the  adjacent  found  part  :  this  apr 
plication  is  to  be  repeated  as  often  as  the  Ilou.ght 
formed  by  the  aftion  of  the  cauftic  comes  oiF ; 
the  cure,  in  this  methods  may  be  ailiflied  by 
the  ufe  of  a  Simulating  application,  fuch  as 
a  folution  of  mercurius  corrofivus  fublimatus, 
half  a  grain,  or  a  grain,  in  an  ounce  of  water. 
It  is  alfo  a  fad^  that  inflammation  from  any 
ather  caufe  will  fometimes  cure  them,  caufing 
them  to  fall  oft  as  if  deflroyed  by  cauilic;  from 
which  circumftance,  I  have  fometimes  ufed  a 
ilimulating  lotion  with  fuccefs.  It  is  difficult 
to  form  a  proper  theory  of  the  cures  performed 
in  this  way  ;  but  the  moll  probable  one  feems 
to  be,  that  inflammation  produces  fuch  aa 
alteration  in  the  difpofition  of  the  parts  which 
produce  the  warts,  as  to  prevent  them  from 
fupplying  the  quantity  of  blood  necelTary 
for  their  growth.  But,  although  warts  may, 
in  moft  infl:ances,  be  cured  in  one  jof  tliefe 
methods  without  much  difficulty,  yet  there 
is  another  kind  of  cafe,  the  cure  of  which  is 
very  difficult;  for  the  warts  grow  fafter,  and 

increaib 
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increale  in  number,  upon  the  ufe  of  either  of- 
the  above-recited  remedies  :  an  arfenic  cauftic 
ihould  then  be  tried;  and  if  that  does  not  fuq-. 
ceed,  all  Simulating  applications  ihould  be  laid 
afide,  and  the  cure  attempted  by  a  gentle  mer- 
curial courfe.  This  fcate  of  the  difeafe  feems 
to  be  caufed  by  the  parts  where  the  warts  are 
feated  having  fo  ftrong  a  tendency  to  form 
them:,  that  every  irritation  of  the  part  caufes- 
an  increafe  of  thfe  tumors.  In  cafes  which  do 
not  yield  to  either  of  the  above  methods  of 
cure,  mercurial  fumigations  to  the  part  fliould 
be  made  ufe  of. 

Another  difeafe  fometimes  caufed  by  chan- 
cres is.  Venereal  Eruptions,  or  Blotches,  on 
the  Skin.  This  fymptom,  in  thefe  cafes>  ap- 
pears immediately  after  a  chancre  injudicioufly 
healed,  and  is  always  attended  with  fuch  an  al- 
teration  in  its  aDpearance  as  occurs  at  the  oriein 
of  any  other  venereal  fymptom;  which  cir-* 
cumftance  tends  ftrongly  to  prove,  that  it  is 
taufed  by  the  chancre.  Thefe  eruptions  ufu-* 
ally  appear  fir il  about  the  pit  of  the  flomach^ 
and  afterwards  on  the  whole  fore  part  of  the 
body,  the  forehead,  and  the  face  ;  and,  in  its 
worit  ilate^  the  roots  of  the  nails  will  become 
Macli. ;  but  it  is  foiuewhat  remarkable,  that 
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they  never  appear  on  the  penis,   fcrotum,  oi* 
pubes. 

They   fometim.es   arife   very  fuddenly,.  that 
is,  v/ithin  tv»^enty-four  hours  ^  but,  in  general,- 
are  three  or  four  days  in  making. their  appear- 
ance.    When  this   fymptom-  fir  ft  appears,    the 
ikin  is  mottled  with  light-brown  marks  ;  after 
a, few  days,  the  principal  part. of  the  difcolour- 
ation  difappears,  and  leaves  diitind:  darker  fpots^ 
called  copper-coloured,    though,    in  fa(fj,  the 
colour  bears  a  nearer  refemblance  to   a  bruifed 
part  after  the  black nefs  has  gone  off,  fuch   as 
may  be  obferved  in   what   is   vulgarly  flyled  a 
black  eye,  when  a  yellow  or  livid  appearance 
fuccecds  the  blacknefs :  after  fome  time,  mof!: 
of  thefe  fpots  difappear,  and  others  arife,  gra^ 
dually  enlarging;  and  then  are  covered  with   a 
fcurf,  or  fcab,  which  falls  off,  and  is  fucceeded 
by  a  thicker  one :  and  when  this  procefs   has 
been  repeated  leveral  times,  the  cutis   is  de- 
flroyed,  and  an  ulcer  is  form.ed  in  this   place, 
which  will  fometimes  fpread  larger  than  the 
furface  of  a  (hilling,  and  is  always  furrounded 
with  a  fweiled  and  inflamed  edge.     Some   of 
thefe  are  very  painful  and  tender  to  the  touch ; 
others  are  not  fo.     When  thefe  are  feated  ei- 
ther on  the  nates  or  armpits,  the  fkin   againft 
Avhich  they  neceflarily  rub  becomes  difeafcd, 

tlioi^gh 
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though  in  a  fomcwhat  different  way ;  for  &. 
white  rough  fcurf  will  rife  upon  the  liirface  of 
the  fkin,  filled  with  a  watery  fluid,  contained 
in  numerous  fmall  veficles. 

The  cure  of  this  fymptom  mufl  be  per- 
formed by  fuch  a  eourfe  of  mercurials  as  will 
adl  principally  upon  the  (kin  :  but  falivation  is: 
unneceffary,  and,  in  mod  cafes,  would  retard 
the  cure,  becaufe,  when  mercury  affecls  the 
fauces,  it  feems  to  ad;  lefs  powerfully  upon^ 
the  furface  of  the  body,  where  the  difeafe  is 
feated ;  and,  on  thi*  principle,  confinement  to 
the  houfe,  fhould  it  caufe  the  mercury  to  a^ 
upon  the  mouth,  would  alfo  retard  the  cure. 
The  beft-adapted  preparations  for  curing  thia 
difeafe  are,  mercUrius  corrofivus  fublimatus, 
mercurius  calcinatus,  or  calomel,  and  fulphuF 
auratum  antimonifv  of  each  equal  parts ;  and 
the  adlion  of  either  of  thefe,  or  of  any  mer-f 
curial  preparation,  upon  the  perfpiratory  organ, 
will  be  afiifted  by  diluting  potions :  half  a  pint 
of  a  flrong  decodion  of  farfaparilla,  mezereon, 
or  of  any  of  the  fweetcning  roots,  fhould  be 
drank  warm  three  times  a  day ;  or  any  other 
alcaline  fudorific  medicine  may  be  advifed  in-. 
ftead  of  thefe. 

Ulcers  on  the  part  where  the  chancres  had 
begn  feated,  are  alfo  a  fymptom,  though  rather 
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■zn  uncommon  one,  fometimes  arlfrng  fronl 
chancres.  It  generally  happens  at  the  diftance 
of  two  or  three  weeks  after  the  chancres  have 
been  cured  ;  and,  in  every  cafe  of  this  kind, 
which  has  come  under  my  infpedlion,  there 
had  been  feveral  chancres ^  from  which  it  feems 
.probable,  that  it  feldom  happens  from  a  finglc 
one.  The  ulcers  mod  frequently  appear  upon 
parts  which  have  no  cuticle,  as  the  glans  penis,, 
and  inlide  of  the  labia  pudendi.  They  have 
no  furrounding  hardnefs,  nor  have  they  a  ve- 
jiereal  appearance.  They  are  ufually  feveral  ia 
number,  and  never  come  upon  the  healed  fur- 
faces  of  the  chancres,  though  always  contiguous 
to  them.  They  may,  mofl:  commonly,  be  cured 
in  a  few  days,  by  a  gently-aflringent  lotioii 
or  ointment.  A  remarkable  circumftance  which 
occurs  in  fome  of  thefe  cafes  is,  that  they  re- 
turn again  feveral  times,  at  nearly  the  fame  in- 
terval from  their lird:  appearance  after  the  chan- 
•cres  were  healed.  Under  thefe  circumilances, 
the  principal  obje(5l  {hould  be,  to  endeavour  to 
afcertain  the  caufe  of  this  fymptom,  and  to  prc- 
fcribe  fuch  a  medicinal  courfe  as  is  bed  adapted 
for  its  cure  and  prevention. 

The  other  fymptoms  recited  in  the  af- 
iemblage  of  thofe  caufed  by  chancres,  arc 
Nodes  of  the  Periofleum,  Nudurnal  Pains,  and 
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Caries  of  the  Bones ;  but,  as  I  defign  to  treat 
of  thefe  fymptoms  in  the  enfaing  part  of  this 
work,  it  is  unneceflary  to  fay  any  thing  now 
upon  thefe  fubjecfls,  farther  than  to  ohferve,  that 
■svhen  caufed  by  chancres  they  generally  appear 
within  three  or  four  weeks  after  the  healin? 
of  the  chancre,  and  are  not  accompanied  with 
any  other  venereal  complaint. 

Having  now  treated  on  the  difeafes  which 
arc  generally  known  to  happen  in  confequence 
of  chancres,  it  may  not  be  improper,  previous 
to  the  next  part  of  this  work,  to  relate  fome 
cafes  which  prove,  that  they  are  capable  of 
producing  other  very  different  effefts. 

A  Gentleman  had  a  chancre,  in  Augufl:, 
1777,  for  the  cure  of  which  he  immediately 
began  a  proper  courfe  of  mercurial  medicines  : 
a  week  afterwards,  he  was  wet  through  his 
clothes  in  an  open  boat ;  in  three  days,  the 
chancre  v>^as  perfedly  well;  but  a  week  after, 
he  was  taken  ill,  at  bed- time,  with  a  fliivering 
£•1 :  a  feveridi  heat  and  drought  enfued  :  the 
next  day,  he  was  attacked  with  a  difficulty  of 
fpeech,  caufed  by  a  diftortion  of  his  mouth, 
the  right  fide  being  drav>^n  up  towards  the  eye. 
The  feveridi  complaint  was  cured  in  a  few 
days,  by  lying  in  bed,  low  diet,  two  mild 
cathartics,  and  fome  faline  draughts;  but  the 
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diftortion  of  the  mouth  continued,  and  the 
Contracted  part  was  coniiderably  hardened.. 
An  eminent  Phylician  confulted  with  a  ikilfal 
Surgeon  upon  this  cafe^  and  they  were  of  opi- 
nion, that  it  was  a  venereal  fymptor^  caufed 
hy  the  chancre.  A  courfe  cf  mercurial  fric-. 
•tions  v/as  begun  immediately  ^  .and  in  a  few 
days,  when  the  mercury  began  to  affect  the 
fauces,  the  hardnefs  decreafed,  the  ccntra(5!Lioa 
leiTened  apparently,  was  entirely  removed  in 
twelve  days  from  the  beginning  of  th.Q  mer- 
curial courfe,  and  the  cure  was  completed  in 
four  weeks.  This  extraordinary  venereal  af-^ 
fediion  of  the  mouth  has  been  remarked  by 
ibme  former  authors  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe* 
From  the  circumftances  vfhich  preceded  this 
fymptom,  and  the  fuccefs  of  mercury  in  curing- 
it,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  it  was  ve-; 
nereal,  and  the  immediate  consequence  of  the- 
chancre. 

A  fecond  uncommori  venereal  cafe  happe.ne(i 
to  a  Gentleman  who  had  arrived  tv/o  months) 
before  from  the  Eaft- Indies.  Two  recent 
chancres  appeared  upon  the  corona  of  tiie  glank 
penis,  v/hich  were  properly  treated,  during  ten 
days,  by  an  Apothecary;  but,  as  they  conti- 
nued growing  woric,  he  put  himfelf  under  the 
care  of  a  Surgeon;  the  whole  glans  penis  was 
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then  'flightly  inflamed  -,  the  patient  was   bkd 
twice,  and  the  mofl  eiFedual  remedies  ufed  for 
reducing  the  inflammation  during  a  fortnight  ^ 
notwithftanding  which,  it  became  more  violent 
than  ever,  and  had  a  manifeft  tendency  to  mor- 
tification :  two  Hofpital-Surgeons,  and  a  Phy- 
iician,  were  then  confulted ;  and,  notwithftand- 
ing  their  utmoft  efforts  to  prevent  a  mortifica- 
tion, a  portion  of  the  teguments  of  the  penisi 
the  prepuce,  glans,  and  part  of  the  urethra, 
mortified,  feparated,  and  came  away,  leaving 
an  orifice  in  the  urethra,    at   the  perinaeum, 
through  which  the  unhappy  patient  voided  his 
urine  ever  afterwards*     As  foon  as  thefe  parts 
were  healed,  he  was  attacked  with  nodurnal 
pains  in  his  arms  and  legs  ;    had  a  venereal 
node  on  his  right  olecranon,  one  on  each  tibia, 
and  one  on  the  metatarfal  bone  of  the  fecond, 
toe  of  his  right  foot ;  which  lafl  fuppurated, 
and   part  of  the  bone  exfoliated.     He  was  at 
length  cured  by  a  courfe  of  mercurial  fridlions, 
continued  during  ten  weeks. 

I  have  feen  another  cafe  attended  with  the 
fame  circumftances  of  a  mortification,  and  lofs' 
of  part  of  the  urethra,  glans,  and  prepuce  ^ 
but  without  any  other  venereal  fymptom. 


ON 


ON       THE 
CONSTITUTIONAL 
t    U    E    S      VENEREA, 


HIS  ftage  of  the  difeafe  is  the  only  one 
which    can    be,    with  ftricft   propriety, 
ilyled  the  Lues  Venerea.   It  is  frequently  caufed 
by  the  unlkilful  management  of  fome  of  the 
fymptoms   proceeding  from  chancres.     Some- 
times, however,  it   is   the   immediate   confe- 
quence  of  a  chancre,  of  which  the  laii  cafe 
but  one  is  a  clear  inflance  5  and,  in  other  more 
rare  inftances,  it  appears  without  any  previous 
venereal   fymptoms,  the  virus  having  probably 
been  abforbed  into  the  circulation  from  matter 
applied  to  the  external   parts   of  generation, 
without  producing  any  difeafe  of  them.     The- 
fymptoms  produced  by  the  virus,  when  in  the 
conftitution,  are,  noffturnal  pains  in  the  bones 
of  the  limbs  and  head,  pains  and  fwellings   of 
the  joints  and  other  parts  of  the  limbs,  nodes, 
caries  of  the  bones,    deafnefs,   abfcelTes,  and 
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ulcers  ill  various  parts  of  the  body,   yenereaT 
ophthalmia,   iiftula  lacrymalis,   fmall  hard  tu- 
mors on  the  hairy  fcalp,  and  nape  of  the  neck, 
falling-off  of  the  hair,    hedic    confumption, 
cough,  the  cz'cena,  polypus  of  the  nofe,   loft 
of  fight,  fcaly   eruptions^     or   chaps,   in    th^ 
palms    of    the    hands    or   feet,    fmall   ulcers 
on  the  toneue  and  infide  of  the  mouth,  and  . 
.  head-ach,     Belides  thefe,  there  are  many  other 
venereal  fymptoms,  which  occur  on  parts  not 
commonly  the  feat  of  this  difeafe. 

Some  ancient  authors,  beiides  the  fymptoms 
already  recited,  aiTert  that  it  in  fome  cafes 
attacks  the  brain  3  in  others^  the  lungs  or  abdo- 
minal vifceraj  alfo,  that  it  fometimes  produce^ 
the  leprofy. 

The  firil-m.entioned  diforder  caufed  by  the 
venereal  virus,  when  in  the  conftitution,  ia 
fixed  or  wandering  pains  in  the  bones  of  the 
limbs  and  head.  This  fy mptom  generally 
eomes  on  at  a  confiderable  interval  of  time 
after  fome  other  venereal  one,  being  ufually 
more  than  fix  weeks :  but,  as  the  firft  attack 
of  this  diforder  is  ufually  flight,  it  is  apt  to 
be  difregardedy  and  not  thought  to  require  any 
jnedical  aid,  being  often  miftaken  for  rheum^- 
tifm>  or  a  common  cold.  And,  indeed,  it  will 
ofitfelfjin  fome  inftaiices,   difappear  without 
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■Jt'he  ufe  of  mercury  :  but  then  it  either  return? 
.with  greater  violence^  or  produces  fome  other 
venereal  complaint.     The  interval  of  time  be- 
tween the  difappearance  of  this  fymptom,  and 
the  rife  of  the  fame,  or  any  other  venereal  af- 
fedion,  as  has  already  been  obferved,  is  inde- 
terminate ;  but  it  is  always  greater  after  every 
time  of  the  venereal  fymptoms  having  fponta- 
neoully,  or  without  the  ufe  of  mercury,  gone 
ofF.     This,  as  well  as  every  other  fymptom  of 
the  conftitutional  lues    venerea,    is   the    more 
difficult  of  cure  in  proportion  to  the  length  of 
time  that  it  is  in  the  confdtution.     Why  it 
ihould  be  fo,  cannot  perhaps  be  fatisfadioriiy 
accounted  for;  but  it  is  no  improbable  conjee^ 
ture,  that  the  venereal  virus,  in  proportion  to 
the  length  of  tim^  that  it  has  been  in  the  con- 
ftitution,  produces  its  efFeAs  with  a  lefs  degree 
of  pain,  inflammation,  and  irritation  ;  and  that 
confequently,  if  the  difeafed  parts  are  become 
lefs  irritable,  they  will  not  fo  eafily  be  adted 
upon  by  mercury  :  on  this  principle  we  may 
account  for  the  dreadful  havock  made  in  va- 
rious parts  of  the  body  by  an  old  conftitutional 
lues  venerea,  without  that  degree  of  pain  whicU 
would  be  the  inevitable  attendant  on  fuch  dif- 
eafe  of  the  parts,  if  produced   by  any  other 
caufe.     It  fcems  ncccllary  in  this  place  to  in- 
troduce 
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troducc  the  following  general  obfervations  on 
the  Conftitutlonal   Lues  Venerea. — The  vene* 
real  diforder,  when  once  in   the  conftitution, 
will  continue  during  life,  unlefs  cured  by  mer- 
cury.— Its  progrefs  may   be  flopped,   and  the 
fymptoms  even  removed,  for  a  time,  by  any 
acute  or  violent  difeafe,  fuch  as  a  fever.     Every 
,  age,  fex,  and  peculiarity  of  conftitution,  of  the 
human  race,  is  fubjed:  to  the  effeds  of  the  ve- 
nereal virus  i  but  there  are  fofne  conftitutions 
more   fufceptible  of  it   than   others,    and   on 
which  it  produces  greater  difeafe  ;  particularly 
the  fcorbutic  habit  of  body  :  and  I  am  of  opir 
nion,  that  the  difeafe  is  flower  in  its  progrefs, 
](^onger  in  its  time  of  appearance,  and  attended 
with  lefs  inflammation,  in  women  than  in  men. 
Further,    that  no  fpecies  of  confliitutional  lues 
can  be  cured  by  any  other  medicinal    courfe 
than  a  mercurial  one  :    this  is  one  of  the  mofl: 
certain  fads  of  any  in  the  healing  art ;  for,  in 
all  ages  and  countries  where  this  difeafe   has 
raged,   attempts    have    been    made  to  cure  it 
"by   every   other   medicine,    which,    from  its 
known   properties,     was    thought  capable  of 
doing  this  ;  and  of  the  numerous  inflances  re- 
lated  of  cures    fo    performed,   there  is  not  a 
iingle  one  to  be  relied  upon.     But,  although 
no  medicine,  except  mercury,  will  cure  a  con- 
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i^itutiona!  lues  venerea,  yet  fome  of  them  ar«y 
capable  of  yielding  much  relief  in  fome  iymp- 
toms  of  the  difeafe.  Another  circujnftance  in 
curing  the  conftitutional  lues  venerea,  is,  that 
the  mercurial  courfe  necelTary  for  this  pur- 
pofe,  muft  be  fuch  as  to  produce  apparent 
eifeds,  to  fhew  that  it  is  in  a  diffolved  flate  in 
the  patient's  body  5  and  it  is  alfo  neceffary  that 
the/e  effects  fhould  be  kept  up  by  mercury, 
during  the  v/hole  time  of  the  cure  :  therefore 
the  cure  of  the  conftitutional  lues  venerea, 
performed  by  a  violent  falivation,  or  any  other 
fffed  of  mercury,  though  continued  even  for 
many  weeks,  if  caufed  by  hovi^ever  great  a 
quantity  of  mercury,  introduced  into  the  con-» 
ftitution  at  only  fuch  a  number  as  five  or  fix 
dofes  or  inundions,  is  never  effeftual ;  the 
difeafe  always  appearing  afterwards.  And, 
from  my  obfervations  on  a  great  number  of 
thefe  cafes,  it  appears,  that  thofe  cures  are  very 
feldom  permanent  which  are  performed  with 
lefs  than  fourteen  dofes  of  mercury  5  from 
which  it  follows,  that  the  quantity  of  mer-^ 
cury,  or  time  neceffary  for  the  cure  of  a  lues 
venerea,  can  never  be  previoufly  afcertained; 
as  it  will  depend  upon  its  adion  on  the  pa- 
tient's conftitution,  and  on  the  difeafe ;  for 
^me  people  are  fo  irritated  by  mercury,  that  it 
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IS  extremely  difficult  to  introduce  Into  their 
blood  fuch  a  quantity  as  is  neceflary  for  curing 
the  difeafe  :  this  circuniftance  happens  to  fome 
gouty  peffons.  I  am  alfa  of  opinion,  that 
mercury,  when  it  does  not  produce  any  appa- 
rent effeds,  has  in  very  few  cafes  even  the' 
power  of  Hopping  the  progrefs  of  the  fymp- 
toms  of  this  llage  of  the  difeafe.  The  quan- 
tity of  mercury  to  be  given,  or  rubbed  in,  for 
a  dofe,  fliould  be  as  great  as  the  patient  can 
bear,  fo  as  not  to  produce  any  violent  effedis^ 
or  fuch  fymptoras  as  to  prevent  its  repetition, 
either  daily,  or  every  other  day  -,  fefr  when  it 
a6ts  in  that  way,  the  cure  is  retarded,  from  the 
mercury  not  being  ufed  fo  often  as  is  neceffary 
to  perform  a  cure  when  fuch  effeds  do  not 
happen,  and  is  rendered  lefs  certain  from  the 
fymptoms^  difappearing,  or  abating  much  of 
their  virulent  appearance,  merely  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  evacuation  or  ilimulus  produced 
by  the  mercury,  and  not  by  its  ading  upon 
the  difeafe  as  an  antidote  in  deftroying  its  virus. 
When  a  large  quantity  of  mercury  is  to  be 
introduced  into  the  body  in  a  (hort  time,  mer- 
curial ointment  is  in  mofl  cafes  the  beil  pre- 
paration for  this  purpofe,  becaufe  there  are 
few  people  whofe  inteflines  will  bear  fuch  a 
quaatity  of  crude  mercury  as  may  be  rubbed  in 
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by  ointment;  or  fuch  a  dofe  of  any  other 
preparation  of  equal  ftrength,  without  being 
thereby  fo  irritated  as  to  evacuate  it  by  flool. 
The  ointn.ent  is  to  be  rubbed  into  the  (kin  : 
the  parts  chofen  for  this  purpoie,  are  the 
thighs,  legs,  feet,  arms,  and  hands.  It  fhoiild 
be  done  in  a  warm  room,  before  a  fire,  and  is 
to  be  continued  till  the  whole  is  abforbed  j  fo 
that  the  time  necellary  for  rubbing  in  any 
quantity  is  indeterminate  3  for  the  larger  the 
furface  is  which  is  anointed,  the  fooner  it  will 
be  abforbed.  The  fkin  of  fome  people  will 
abforb  mercurial  ointment  much  fooner  than 
that  of  others  j  and  even  in  the  fame  perfon  it 
will  enter  more  quickly  at  fome  times,  than  at 
others,  during  a  mercurial  courfe.  Some  old 
authors  have  mentioned  anointing  the  whole 
furface  of  the  body;  but  modern  practice  for- 
bids the  ufe  of  mercurial  ointment  to  the  head, 
breaft,  and  abdomen,  through  fear  of  produ- 
cing fome  difturbance  in  the  fundions  of  thefe 
parts  :  the  ointment,  in  a  moderate  quantity, 
may  however  be  rubbed  in  upon  thefe  parts ; 
for  it  does  not  pafs  from  the  furface  to  the  cen- 
tre of  the  parts  over  which  it  is  rubbed,  being 
carried  into  the  circulation  chiefly  by  the 
lymphatic  abforbent  veflels,  which  run  along 
the  furface  of  the  body,  and  are  not  found  in 
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aiiy  parts  to  pafs  inwards,  except  in  a  flantirig' 
or  oblique  direction:  but,  as  this  pracflice  is 
feldom  neceiTary  in  venereal  cafes,  it  is  need- 
lefs  to  add  more  on  the  fubjed:.  The  effecfts 
of  mercury  upon  the  conflitution  having  al- 
ready been  treated  on,  it  only  remains  for  me 
here,  to  add  a  few  words  upon  the  fubjedt  of 
falivation  ;  it  having  been  for  many  years,  and 
being  now,  in  high  eflimation,  as  the  beft 
mode  of  curing  the  venereal  difeafe  -,  and  by 
fome  practitioners  it  is  fuppofed  to  be  the 
only  effectual  one. 

Having  before  endeavoured  to  prove  that 
the  great  utility  of  falivation  arifes  from  the 
fauces,  being  the  mofl  favourable  part  of  the 
body  for  the  mercury  to  ad;  upon,  during  a 
cure;  care  fhould  therefore  be  taken,  that  it 
be  not  excited  by  any  other  means  than  the 
limple  effects  of  mercury  >  becaufe,  if  raifed 
to  too  great  a  height,  it  will  retard  the  cure 
by  flopping  the  mercurial  courfe,  and  render 
it  more  uncertain  by  producing  an  abatement 
or  difappearance  of  the  venereal  fymptoms, 
without  deftroying  the  virulence  of  the  difeafe. 
But  in  phyiic^  as  in  other  fciences,  it  has  been 
common  to  err  in  theory,  by  paffing  from  one 
extreme  to  another  :  thus  fome  have  thought 
falivation  never  needful,  and  that,  whenever  it 
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comes  on,  it  lliould  be  removed  by  expoiing 
the  patient  to  the  open  air ;  for  it  is  known 
from  numerous  obfervations,  that  warmth  pro- 
motes a  mercurial  falivation,  and  that  cold  air 
retards  it:  inflances,  proving  which,  fometimes 
occur  in  patients,  who  have  been  taking  mer- 
cury without  its  producing  any  effed:  upon  the 
mouth,  and,  on  being  confined  in  a  warm  room 
for  a  few  days,  become  falivated,  without  ta- 
king any  more  mercury  j  which  muft  certainly 
be  owing  to  warmth  exciting  the  adiion  of  the 
mercury  upon  the  falivary  glands.  It  is  alfo 
a  fad:,  though  at  firil  view  it  feems  paradoxical, 
that  fudden  expolure  to  cold  air  will  fome- 
times excite  a  falivation  j  which  I  fuppofe  it 
does  by  increafing  the  heat  and  irritability  of 
the  body,  by  cauiing  a  flight  fever:  but,  as  fome 
other  fymptom  ufually  enfues  from  the  fudden 
ftoppage  of  a  fpitting,  fuch  as  a  violent  vo- 
miting, or  a  fit  of  the  cholic,  I  think  it  would 
not  be  prudent  to  expofe  a  perfon,  who  is  in  a 
falivation,  fuddenly  to  the  cold  air;  but,  if  the 
efFed:  of  cold  is  tried,  the  change  fliould  be 
gradual,  by  taking  the  patient  firft  for  a  few 
hours  into  a  room  Vv-here  there  is  no  fire;  the 
next  day  the  window  might  be  opened  ;  and 
the  firft  time  he  goes  out,  he  fliOuld  have  the 
fame  flannels  and  clothes  on,  which  are  worn 
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in  tl.e  ufual  way  of  being  msrnagcd  in  a  faliva-^ 
tion.     Another  circumflance  is,  that  a  certain 
quantity  of  mercury,  introduced  into  the  con- 
flitution  in  a  £liort  time,    has  more  eiFed:  in 
curing  the   diforder,   than  the  fame   quantity 
given  in  fmaller  dofes  and  in  a  longer  fpace  of 
time.     Therefore  it  (liould  be  a  general  rule  to 
introduce  as  much  mercury  at  each  time,   as 
the  patient  can  bear,  without  its  producing  any 
violent   eitedls.     It  is  not,  however,  yet  afcer- 
tained,   whether  it  is  befl:  to  give,   or  rub  in, 
the  mercury  in  a  double    quantity  every  other 
day,  or  half  the  fame  proportion  each  night  i 
in  obftinate  cafes,  and  ftrong  conilitutions,  the 
iirft  of  thefe  methods  fhouJd  be  tried  ;  but  in 
common  cafes,  and  in  all  weak  conftitutions, 
any  attempts  to  get  a  large  quantity  of  mer- 
cury into  the  body  in  a  fliort  time,   will  be  at- 
tended with  danger  of  its  bringing  on  a  diar- 
rhoea, a  violent  falivation,  or  fome  fuch  difor- 
der as  would  retard  the  cure.     The  mercury, 
in  curing  this    ftage  of  the  difeafe,  is   to   slOl 
principally  by   the    quantity    introduced    into 
the  body  in  a  diflblved  f!:ate ;  therefore  one  of 
the  mild  clafs   of  its  preparations  will  in  mofl 
cafes   be    the  mofl:  eligible :   but   if  fuch   are 
found  not  to  acft  upon   the  conftitution   in.  a 
proper  way,  that  is,  when  a  great  quantity  has 
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beerL  introduced  without  producing  any  effed:, 
one  of  the  acrid   mercurials    may   be  given  to 
advantage,    to  excite  the  mercurial  flimuius  in 
the   conilitution,  and  caufe  it  to   difiblve  the 
mercury ;  thus  a  few  grains  of  calomel,  given 
every  night,  will,  in  fome  cafes,  foon  bring  on 
a  ptyalifm,  after  half  a  drachm  of  crude  mer- 
cury has  been  taken,  or  rubbed  in,  every  day  for 
two  or  three  weeks,    without  producing  any 
fuch   fymptom  :  if  this  m.ethod  does    not  pro- 
duce the  defired    eiTecl,   a  large  dofe  of  one  of 
the  acrid  preparations  fhould  be  given.     This 
peculiarity  is  in  fome  cafes   conflitutional ;  but 
in   others  it  feems  to  be  owing  to   the  long- 
continued  ufe  of  mercury,   by  which   it  lofes 
the  power   of  Simulating    the   body  j  juil    as 
ftrong  liquors,  or  an  unwholefome   air,   ceafe 
to  produce  any  bad  effeds  upon  thofe  who  have 
been  long   accuftomed   to  them^     In  one  cafe 
of  this   kind,   the  unhappy  patient  had    fuch  a 
caries  of  the  right  orbit,  that  the  eye  was  pro- 
truded   out   of  the  focket :    he   had,    by   the 
advice  of  his  Surgeon,   rubbed  in  a  drachm  of 
flrong  mercurial  ointment,  and  had  taken  three 
quarters  of  a   grain  of  corrolive   fublimate  of 
mercury,   night  and  morning.     Another    Sur- 
geon, being  confulted  on  this  cafe,  advifed  that 
the  mercurial    courfe  /liould   be   left  off,  and 
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that  the  patient  flioiild  take  no  other  medieioe 
for  three  weeks,  except  a  laxative  potion  every 
other  day.  He  was  then  put  under  a  gentle 
courfe  of  mercurial  inuncf^ions ;  and,  in  ten 
days  after,  a  kindly  fpitting  enfued,  though 
only  half  as  much  mercurial  ointment  was 
rubbed  in  every  night,  as  had  been  ufed  in  the 
former  courfe.  In  the  other  ilate,  when  the 
mercury  does  not  produce  any  of  its  ufual 
effe(fi:s  upon  the  patient,  and  that  circumftance 
cannot  be  accounted  for  fron)  the  caufe  above 
mentioned,  it  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  conflitu-r 
tional  peculiarity  :  in  thefe  cafes,  the  dofes 
fhould  be  increafed  as  fuddenly  as  can  be  done 
with  prudence,  and  fome  of  the  Simulating 
preparations  tried :  perhaps  electrification  might 
be  ufed  to  advantage  in  fuch  cafes ;  which,  by 
increafing  the  irritability  of  the  body,  might  ren- 
der it  more  fufceptible  of  the  mercurial  ilimulus. 
From  fome  inftances  of  this  kind  which  have 
come  under  my  infpediion,  and  others  which 
I  have  been  informed  of,  this  difpoiition  does 
not  feem  to  be  peculiar  to  any  conflitution  or 
form  of  body,  but  occurs  in  all. 

It  appeared  neceffary  to  introduce  thefe  ge- 
neral obfervations  on  the  difeafe,  and  on  the 
ufe  and  action  of  mercury,  previous  to  the 
treating   on    the   fymptoms    of    the  conflitu- 
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tional  lues  venerea,  becaufe  they  are  applicable 
to  all  its  fymptoms  :  we  therefore  now  proceed 
to  their  cure,  in  the  order  in  which  they  were 
ilated. 

The  firfl  fymptom  is,  Nodurnal  Pains  in  the 
Limbs  and  Head.  They  are  not,  flridly  fpeak- 
ing,  no<3;urnal  ^  for  they  happen  in  the  day,  as 
well  as  the  night.  It  is  often  very  difficult  to 
diftinguifli  them  from  rheumatic  pains,  there 
being  a  great  refemblance  between  them  ;  for 
the  exacerbation  of  the  pains  at  night,  is  the 
fame  in  each,  and  is  alfo  a  common  fymptom 
in  fome  other  chronic  complaints.  It  is  ne- 
celTary,  in  order  to  form  a  proper  judgement 
on  thefe  cafes,  to  attend  particularly  to  the 
venereal  complaints  which  the  patient  had  for- 
merly been  afflid:ed  with,  and  their  mode  of 
cure  i  for,  if  it  had  been  unilcilfully  performed, 
that  circumilance  would  probably  fet  the  mat- 
ter in  its  proper  light.  If  the  cafe  ftill  re- 
mains a  doubtful  one,  it  may  be  at  firft  treated 
as  the  rheumatifm,  as  its  not  getting  better 
in  that  way  would  be  a  ftronp-  arofument  in 
favour  of  its  being  vener-eal.  Thefe  pains,  at 
their  beginning,  are  ufually  erratic,  with  re- 
fpeCt  to  the  parts  affected,  and  the  times  when 
they  return  ;  but  the  fore  parts  of  the  tibia  are, 
in  moft  cafes,  the  firfl  feat  of  this  difeafe;   and 
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the  humerus,  the  fhoulder  joint,  or  the  honey 
point  of  the  elbow,  are  generally  next  attacked 
with  thefe  pains.  After  this  fymptom  has  gone 
on  for  a  few  weeks,  the  pains  increafe,  become 
more  durable,  and  more  fixed  in  their  litua- 
tion  J  and  laftly,  the  bones  of  the  fkuU  fome- 
times  are  the  feat  of  this  difeafe,  caufing  a  ve- 
nereal head-ach. 

Thefe  pains  may,  in  mod:  cafes,  be  much 
alleviated,  and,  in  fome,  nearly  removed,  by 
the  radix  laureols  (mezereon).  The  befl  mode 
of  giving  it  is  in  a  deco6lion,  made  by  boiling 
three  drachms  of  the  fre{h  root,  cut  into  fmall 
flips,  in  three  pints  of  river  water,  till  it  comes 
to  a  quart.  This  medicine  is  very  beneficial, 
where  the  pains  are  fo  violent  as  to  weaken  the 
patient,  and  a  mercurial  courfe  cannot  be  im- 
mediately entered  upon  :  but  it  is  heft  to  per- 
form the  cure  by  mercury,  without  the  afllfi:- 
ance  of  this  medicine,  becaufe  it  does  not  feem 
to  pofTefs  any  power  over  the  difeafe,  as  an  an- 
tidote or  deftroyer  of  its  virus  ;  for  the  pains 
cannot  be  radically  cured  by  it,  being  found 
always  either  to  return  again,  or  to  occa- 
fion  fome  other  fymptom  of  the  conftitu- 
tional  lues  venerea.  The  mild  preparations 
will  cure  every  fuch  cafe,  if  adminiilered  pro- 
perly, fo  as  to  excite  a  mercurial  ftimulus  in 
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the  conftitution  :  and,  if  the  patient  Is  In  good 
health,  a  cure  may  often  be  effected  without 
confinement,  efpecially  in  warm  weather  or  a 
warm  climate.  Warmth  is  a  great  promoter 
of  the  acftion  of  mercury;  and,  for  this  reafon, 
the  difeafe  is  eafler  cured  in  warm  than  in  cold 
climates.  The  time  requifite  for  curing  this 
fymptom,  if  the  patient  is  confined,  will  never 
be  lefs  than  five  weeks,  and,  without  confine- 
ment, two  months.  The  mercurial  courfe 
fliould  be  continued  during  the  whole  time, 
even  if  the  fymptoms  are  removed  fooner  -,  but 
it  is  neceffary  ahvays  to  go  on  with  the  mer- 
cury for  one  week  after  the  difeafe  is  cured  -, 
for  by  experience  it  is  found,  that  this  is  the 
only  method  in  which  there  can  be  a  certain 
dependence  of  an  effedlual  cure  being  per- 
formed, becaufe  a  difappearance  of  the  diforder 
for  a  few  weeks  or  longer  may  happen  from 
fome  other  unknown  caufe,  even  where  no 
courfe  of  medicines  has  been  uTcd  ;  and  it 
being  a  fatft  eflabliilied  by  pradtical  remarks, 
that  cures  performed  without  this  precaution, 
are  feldom  (I  am  inclined  to  think  never)  per- 
manent. If  mercurial  ointment  is  ufed,  it 
fhould  not  be  rubbed  in  on  the  parts  where 
the  pains  are  -,  for  this  might  remove  them 
without  dcftroying  the  venereal  virus,  and  thus- 
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put  the  patient  In  the  fame  kind  of  danger  of 
having  his  conftitution  further  affedled  by  the 
difeafe,  as  when  any  other  venereal  fymptom 
is  cured  by  a  mercurial  courfe;  but  the  removal 
of  the  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  has  been  eftedled 
by  the  application  of  mercury  to  the  parts  af- 
feded.  The  bones  mofl  liable  to  be  the  feat 
of  this  difeafe  are  thofe  of  the  moil  folid  tex- 
ture, and,  in  general,  thofe  parts  of  them 
which  are  moft  expofed  to  the  aftion  of  the 
air,  from  being  but  thinly  covered  with  foft 
parts,  fuch  as  the  fore  parts  of  the  tibis,  and 
the  olecranon.  The  reafon  of  the  difeafe  fixing 
on  thefe  parts  is  not  known  :  fome  writers 
have  attributed  it  chiefly  to  the  peculiar  ftruc- 
ture  of  the  parts  affected  5  but  this  theory  is 
not  fatisfadlory,  becaufe  there  are  parts  of 
other  bones  of  a  fimilar  ilrudure,  but  which' 
are  not  the  feat  of  fuch  pains  •  once  for 
twenty  times  in  the  others.  It  has  been  Tup- 
pofed,  that  this  circumilance  was  owing  to' 
the  adion  of  the  air  upon  the  parts ;  but  tl^c 
fallacy  of  this  appears,  from  the  outer  and- 
inner  procefTes  of  the  bones  which  form  the- 
ancles,  and  from  other  parts  of  bones,  being 
as  thinly  covered  with  foft  parts  as  thofe  ufu- . 
ally  affected,  and  being  y^t  very,feldom  the  feat 
of  venereal  pains.    The  truth  fecms  to  be,  that 
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fijmethiiig  is  to  be  attributed  to  each  caufej 
but  that  it  depends  principally  upon  the  ilruc- 
ture  of  the  bones  affed:ed,  they  being  ihofe 
of  the  moil:  folid  flrudure?  as  is  the  fpine  of 
the  tibia  and  os  frontis  ;  whereas  the  boney 
parts  which  form  the  ancles,  and  other  bones 
which  are  but  thinly  covered  by  foft  parts,  and 
are  feldom  afFed:ed  by  the  venereal  difeafe, 
are  of  a  lefs  compa(ft  fl:ru(fture,  being  of  that 
kind  called  by  anatomifls,  fpongy. 

Thefe  pains  may  be,  in  many  cafes,  much 
relieved  by  preventing  the  adion  of  the  air 
upon  the  parts ;  which  may  be  done  by  cover- 
ing them  with  flannel  fo  thickly,  as  effedualiy 
to  prevent  the  air  from  having  accefs  to  them, 
or  with  fome  plafter  of  a  vs^rm  nature,  fuch 
as  diachylon  cum  gummis,  fpread  iipon  leather. 
This  circumflance  is  of  fuch  confequence,  that, 
in  fome  cafes,  a  cure  can  fcarcely  be  efFeded 
without  it.  In  a  cafe  of  this  kind,  the  pa- 
tient, who  had  undergone  two  falivations  with- 
out effed,  and  was  about  to  make  a  voyage  tq 
Lilbon,  to  try  what  benefit  could  be  had  from 
a  warmer  climate,  was  advifed  to  put  himfelf 
once  more  under  a  gentle  mercurial  courfe, 
keeping  the  parts  conftantly  covered  with  flan- 
nels; by  which  he  expericncesl  an  eiFedual  cure 
in  the  courfe  of  fix  weeks. 
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The  next  fymptom  is,  pain  in  the  joints 
and  other  parts  of  the  limbs.  The  joints  mof!: 
liable  to  be  thus  afFeifted,  are  the  ihoulder, 
elbow,  knee,  or  ancle.  In  many  of  thefe  cafes 
this  fymptom  is  blended  with  the  laft,  the 
pains  being  feated  on  almofl  the  whole  of  the 
limbs  affected,  and  there  being  no  external 
morbid  appearance.  When  this  difeafe  fixes 
on  any  joint,  it  becomes  weak,  is  painful  when 
moved,  and  generally  fwells  ;  but  this  is  not 
fo  perceptible'  in  joints  which  are  thickly  co- 
vered with  foft  parts,  as  is  the  fhoulder  joint. 
What  the  local  effed:  produced  on  the  parts  is, 
we  do  not  with  certainty  know ;  but  it  moit 
probably  is  a  fv/eliing  and  inflammation  of  the 
ligaments  of  the  joint.  The  fwellings  which 
fometimes  accompany  this  fymptom,  appear- 
ing on  other  parts  of  the  limbs,  are  ufually 
feated  on  the  fafciasj  and  I  think,  that  which 
covers  the  mufcles  "on  the  outfide  of  the  leg, 
and  that  placed  on  its  lower  and  back  part, 
ar€  moH:  often  affeded  in  this  way.  This 
inflammation  has  a  tendency  to  fuppurate,  and 
ufually  does  fo,  unlefs  the  virulence  of  the 
difeafe  is  deftroyed  by  mercury,  or  a  revul- 
fion  is  produced  by  fome  other  difgrder,  or  by 
evacuant  medicines. 
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Thefe  fymptoms  form  a  worfe  fta^te  of  the 
difeafe  than  the  former.  The  cure  is  to  be 
eiFedted  by  the  fame  mercurial  courfe  as  the 
laft,  with  this  difference,  that  it  ufually  mufi: 
be  longer  contin.ued  :  and  in  this,  the  meze- 
reon  root,  and  warmth,  are  of  lefs  efficacy  to- 
wards alleviating  the  pain.  It  is  highly  pro- 
bable, that  blifters  applied  over  the  whole 
difeafed  part,  would  be  of  great  fervice  in 
curing  this  affedion  of  the  joints,  having  been 
found  very  ferviceable  in  the  enfuing  fymp- 
tom,  and  in  that  kind  of  enlargement  of  the 
joints  called  the  White  Swelling. 

Nodes  are  the  next  fymptom  of  the  difeafe. 
This  diforder  was   not  rightly  underilood   till 
very  lately ;  for   Nodes   were  always   fuppofed 
to  have  been  fwellings  of  the  bones :    but  mo- 
dern obfervations  prove,  that  they  are  in  gene- 
ral  a -difeafe  of  the  periofteum   only,  though 
in  fome  cafes  the  tumour  is  of  the  bone  itfeif. 
TI rjy  are  ufually  painful;    from    which    cir- 
cumftance  it  is  probable,  that  they  are  a  more 
common  diforder  than  is  imagined,   being  the 
caufe  of  fome  venereal  pains   in  thofe  parts  of 
bones  which  are  fo  thickly  covered  with    foft 
parts,  that  the  fwelling  cannot  be  felt  through 
them  :  fome  cafes  of  which  kind  I  have  feen. 
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Some  nodes  are  attended  with  very  little  pain  j 
thefe  are  generally  very  flow  in  their  formation, 
not  having  near  fo  ftrong  a  difpofition  to  fup- 
purate,  as  the  former  kind  have.  They  ufually 
begin  with  a  fixed  pain  in  the  part,  the  fweiiing 
being  confined  at  firfl  to  a  fpace  ufually  about 
the  fize  of  a  ihilling  i  and  they  feldom  fpread 
much  beyond  their  original  breadths  Some  are 
conftantly  painful,  extremely  tender  to  the 
touch,  and  the  integuments  which  cover  them 
are ilightly  inflamed:  others  are  fo  indolent  as  to 
excite  but  very  little  pain.  The  matter  which 
forms  in  them  is  ufually  dark  coloured,  and 
of  a  tenacious  ropy  confidence,  refembling 
that  of  an  inguinal  bubo.  The  parts  fubject 
to  this  difeafe  are  thofe  which  are  the  feat  of 
venereal  pains  in  the  bones ;  that  fymptom 
generally  preceding  this  :  but  other  bones  are 
fometimes  the  feat  of  this  difeafe  j  an  inflanceof 
which  occurred  in  a  patient  of  mine,  in  thefum- 
mer  of  1777,  w^ho  had  nodes  on  four  ribs  of  eich 
fide.— The  cure  of  nodes  is  to  be  performed  by 
fuch  a  mercurial  courfe  as  the  lall;  fymptom, 
continued  till  they  are  perfedly  free  from  pain 5 
but  if  a  cure  fliould  be  eifedted  in  lefs  than  five 
or  fix  weeks,  the  mercurial  courfe  mufi;  be  per- 
fifled  in  for  at  leaffc  that  time,  becaufe  the 
venereal  virus  will  feldom  be  efFed:ually  era^ 
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has  been  fo  long  Simulated  by  mercury.  Much 
alliflance  however  may  be  had  in  the  cure, 
hy  a  fkilful  furgical  treatment  of  thefe  tu- 
mours ;  and  the  pain  may  in  feme  of  them  be 
much  alleviated  by  the  mezereon  decoftion,- 
given  either  previous  to,  or  during  the  mer- 
curial courfe.  Before  matter  has  formed^ 
the  difeafe  may  in  fome  cafes  be  cured 
by  applying  a  bliiler  over  the  whole  furface 
of  the  tumour ;  but  a  more  certain  way  of 
curing  them,  isj  by  making  anincifion  through 
their  longeil  extent  down  to  the  bone  :  the 
wound  muft  afterwards  be  dreiied  fuperficially^ 
and  will  ufually  heal  in  a  fliort  time,  without 
any  inconvenience  arifing  from  the  bone  ha- 
ving been  denuded.  But,  as-  thefe  operations 
are  not  capable  of  deflroying  the  venereal  virus, 
they  {liould  only  be  ufed  in.  fuch  cafes  as  do 
not  readily  yield  to  a  mercurial  courfe,  or  in 
which  fuch  a  courfe  cannot  be  immediately 
entered  upon.  When  matter  has  formed,  it 
is  to  be  let  out,  eitlier  by  cauflic  or  incifion  : 
the  former  was  the  common  method,  but  thel 
latter  is  to  be  preferred  on  many  accounts : 
Firfl,  that  from  there  being  a  fmaller  portion  of 
hone  expofed,  there  will  be  a  proportionably 
lefs  degree  of  danger  of  an  exfoliation  :  Se- 
condly, 


t  "2  ] 

eondly,  that  inclfion  feems  to  be  a  more  cer^ 
tain  and  more  expeditious  cure  of  the  difeafe 
in  the  periofteum,  than  the  adion  of  a  cauflic  : 
from  the  fore  produced  by  this  method,  being 
fmaller  than  the  other,  and  the  procefs  of 
cafling  off  an  efchar  being  avoided,  the  wound 
may  be  healed  in  much  lefs  time.  This  fub- 
je6l  may  be  concluded  by  obferving,  that  nodes 
arife  often  from  bruifes,  and  fometimes  even 
without  any  known  caufe,  which  refemble  ve- 
nereal ones  in  every  lymptom,  except  the  pre- 
ceding pain  of  the  part :  alfo,  that  it  is  in 
many  caies  impoffible  to  reduce  the  fwollen 
portion  of  the  periolleum  to  its  natural  fize  i 
and  therefore  the  criterion  of  the  part  being 
free  from  pain,  and  not  tender  to  the  touch, 
is  in  general  a  proof  that  the  venereal  virus 
is  deftroyed,  and  that  mercury  will  not  be 
of  any  further  affiftancc  in  reducing  the  fwell- 
ings. 

Caries  of  the  Bones  is  the  next  fymptom. 
This  difeafe  is  of  two  kinds  j  the  one,  when  it 
is  caufed  by,  or  fixes  on,  that  part  of  a  bone 
wliich  had  been  covered  by  a  node  of  the 
periofteum  j  in  the  other,  the  caries  originates 
in  the  bone,  and  the  periofteum  becomes  af- 
terwards difeafed  in  confequence  of  it :  and 
it  is  aiTerted  by  f®me  authors,  that  ^  venereal 
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taint  is  fometlmes  the  caufe  of  fractures  of  th^ 
bones,  happening  from  an  internal  caufe  :    Le 
Dran   and   Heifter   were  of  this  opinion.     la 
the  extraordinary    cafe    of  fradures    from   an 
internal  caufe,  which  terminated  in  a  molhties 
offium,  related  by  Mr.  Thompfon,   in  the  fifth 
volume  of  the  London  Medical  EiTays,  he  gives 
realbns    for  fuppoiing  that  this  difeafe    origi- 
nated  from    a   venereal    caufe ; — The    former 
kind  may  in  mofl:  cafes   be  prevented   by    bli- 
fters  or  inciiion,   as  was   advifed  in  the  treat- 
ment of  nodes  of  the  periofteum.     The  other 
fpecies  attacks  moft  frequently  the  os  frontis, 
ofla  parietalia,  ethmoides,  olTa  fpongiofa,  oiTa 
nail,   or  the  bones  which  form    the  honey  arch 
of  the_  palate.      This  difeafe  of  the   frontal,  or 
parietal  bones,    begins  fometimes  in   an  extra- 
ordinary  manner ;  for   a  portion  of  the  outer 
table  of  the  bone  is  eroded  in  a  circular  form, 
the   infide   of    this,  difeafed   circle   remaining, 
found  :   the  caries  then  fpreads  irregularly  ia 
every  diredlion ;    and  the  periofteuih  becomes 
difeafed,    and  matter  frequently  forms  between, 
it  and  the  carious  bone.     But  the  venereal  virus 
produces  various  kinds  of  caries  )    which  feems 
owing  to   the  peculiar  ftru6lure  cf  the   bones 
aifeded,  and  not  to   any  fpecific  adtion  of  the 
difeafe  on  them  ;  for  the  caries  of  fuch  bones, 
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when  arifing  from  any  other  caiife,  Is  attended 
with  the  fame  fymptoms  as  the  venereal  one : 
therefore,  when  it  attacks  the  bones  con- 
tained in  the  cavity  of  the  nofe,  they  being 
formed  of  extremely  thiii  layers  of  bone,  exfo- 
liations foon  take  place,  and  the  parts  thrown 
off  are  whole  portions  of  the  bone  j  and  their 
covering  membrane  having  a  fecreting  furface, 
and,  in  confequence,  being  plentifally  fupplied 
with  vefTels,  becomes  difeafed,  and  foon  com- 
municates the  virus  to  the  remaining  part  of 
the  bone.  The  furgical  treatment  of  this 
caries  confifts  in  removing  the  difeafed  parti- 
cles of  bone  with  the  forceps ;  but  no  violence 
ihould  be  ufed,  becaufe  thefe  bones  are  of  lb 
delicate  a  texture,  that  a  very  little  force  with 
that  inftrument  is  capable  of  breaking  the 
found  bone.  When  the  membrana  fchneide^ 
riana  becomes  ulcerated,  as  it  dees  in  fome 
cafes  of  caries  of  the  bones  which  it  covers, 
the  difeafe  is  ilyled  an  Ozsna.  When  the  oiTa 
nail  beconae  carious,  if  an  exfoliation  is  un-^ 
avoidable,  it  ihould  be  procured  from  the  ca^ 
vity  of  the  nolc,  by  means  of  the  common 
forceps ;  and  it  may  be  necclTary  to  aflifl  the 
extraction  of  the  bone,  by  making  an  incilion 
through  its  covering  membrane  with  a  lancet 
«r  gum- fleam.  In  order  to  prevent  the  in- 
convenience 
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convenience  of  a  fore   on  its  outfide,   and  a 
fear,   which   would  be  left  after  the  cure,  na 
furgical   applications   ihould    be   ufed   to    the 
outiide,   unlefs   there   is  an   inflammation,   or 
tendency  to  fuppuration,  and  then  fuch  only 
as  sre  beil:  adapted  to  prevent  a  rupture  of  the 
Ikin.     A  folution   of  faccharum  faturni,  and 
fal  ammoniacum,  in  water,  will  in  mofl  cafes 
be   a  very  eligible  remedy  for   this  purpofe^ 
In  the  caries  of  the  bones  of  the  palate,  the 
exfoliation  always  comes  away  by  the  mouth  i 
and  it  is  fometimes   neceffary  to  make   an  in- 
cilion  through  the  membrane  which  covers  it,, 
to  make  room,  for  its  extrad;i©n.     The  venereal 
difeafe  does  not  fix  on  thefe  bortes  often  ;  and 
I  think  it  is  nearly  certain   that  thefe  cafes  are 
not   fo  common  now  as  they  were  formerly^ 
even  within  the  remembrance   of  many  Sur- 
o;eons  now  living.     It  alio  appears  to  me,  that: 
it  does  not  produce  thefe  eifecfls  in  women  fot 
often  as  in  men;  which  canfcarcely  be  doubted^ 
if  it   be  confidered  thac  it  is   feldoni  ken.   ia 
proilitutes,  though,  out  of  the  great  number  ' 
of  them,  very  few  efcape  having  the  venereal 
difeafe  ;  and    that   we  obferve  more  men  disfi- 
gured by   thefe    kinds  of  caries  than  women. 
Thefe  dileafes  are  accompanied  with   the  fol- 
lowing fymptoms :   the  caries  of  the  bones  in 
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the  cavity  of  the  nofe  is  attended  with   fuch  ^ 
change  of  the  voice,  as  is  vulgarly  called  **  fpeak-t 
ing  through  the  nofe;"   as   is  the  fame  difeafe 
of  the  boney   palate,  and   oifa  nafi.     This  is 
undoubtedly  caufed   by  the  cavity  of  the  nofe 
being  contracfbed   by  the  fwelling  of  its  inner 
membrane,  fo  as  to  prevent  the  pafTage  of  fuch 
a    quantity    of  air    as    fhould    be    tranfmitted 
through  it,  for  the  proper  modulation  of  the 
voice.     When  the  olTa  naii  throw  off  any  exfo- 
liations, the  nofe  becomes  fattened;  for  being 
portions   of  their  whole  fubftance,  its   arched, 
form  is  loft  by  the  removal  of  the  fupport  or 
buttrefs  to  the  covering  integuments  -,  and  the 
change  of  voice  continues   for  life.     Exfolia- 
tions of  the  palate    ufually  leave   an   opening 
between  the  mouth   and   nofe :    this,  if  fmall, 
and  left  to  take  its  own  courfe,  has  been  known 
to  clofe,  which  muft  have  been  effected  either 
by  a  callus,  or  by  the  memibrane  of  the  mouth 
uniting  over   it.      Large  exfoliations   of   this 
boney  partition  leave  an  opening  between  the 
two  cavities ;  which  ufually  caufes  fuch  an  im- 
perfection  in   fpeech,   as  to  render  articulation 
very  imperfed;.       It   is   alfo   attended   with   a 
moft  difirefsful  difHculty  in  fwallowing  food, 
owing  to  part  of  it  being  forced  into  the  ca- 
"VJty  of  the  nofe,   by  the  adion  of  the  tongue 

in 
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In  chewing  and  fwallowing.  Thefe  inconve- 
nienct-  may,  however,  be  in  a  great  meafure 
remedied  by  a  falfe  palate,  made  of  iilver, 
gold,  or  horn.^* 

This  inftrument  will  anfwer  the  defired  pur- 
pofe,  in  many  cafes,  fo  well  as  to  enable  the 
patient  to  fpeak  and  fwallow  without  incon- 
venience, even  though  there  was  fo  large  an 
aperture  as  to  make  both  thefe  acflions  attended 
with  extreme  difficulty  without  this  affiftance. 
The  falfs  palate  fhould  be  taken  out  every  eve- 
ning for  the  fponge  to  be  cleaned,  or  a  new 
one  put  on;  and  it  may  either  be  worn  at  night, 
or  not,  as  from  experience  may  be  found  ne- 
ceilary.  In  a  cafe  of  this  kind,  in  which  I 
ufed  this  inftrument,  the  falfe  palate  was  made 
of  iilver,  fo  thin  that  it  could  be  eafily  bent  ^ 
and  the  woman  had  three  of  them  to  wear  in 
change,  but  never  flept  with  one  in.  The 
furgical  treatment  of  venereal  caries  of  the  folid 
bones  conlifts,  firft,  in  the  proper  management 
of  the  difeafe  of  the  foft  parts  which  cover 
them  ;  and  next,  in  removing  the  carious  por- 
tions of  bone.  For  the  firft  purpofe,  fuch  ap- 
plications are  to  be  ufed  as-  are  neceifary  in  an 

inflam- 

*  A  defcription  of  which  may  be  feen  in  Heifter's  Sur- 
gery, Chapter  XC,  gn  Operations  of  the  Head. 
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Snflammation,  or  abfcefs  of  the  parts,  derived 
from  any  other  caufe  :  and  the  fecond  intent 
i?  to  be  efFefted  by  the  ufe  of  the  forceps;  and,, 
if  the  opening  to  the  difeafed  part  is  not  fuffi- 
ciently  large  for  the  extra<fLion  of  the  bone,  it 
muft  be  enlarged   by  proper   tents  of  fponge, 
gentian,  or  fuch  like  fubftanceSj  or,  which  is 
in  moil  cafes  the  befl:  method,  by  incilion  :. 
bat  it  fhould   be  remarked,  that  denuding  a 
difeafed  portion  of  bone  which  is  to  exfoliatCj^, 
before  it  is    loofened  from   the  found  part,  is 
,.  injudicious  i  for  very  little  if   any  benefit  can 
accrue  from  it,  and  keeping  the  bone  denuded- 
is  attended  ufually  with  much  pain  and   con^ 
iiderable  difficulty.     It  is  alfo  to  he  obferved,. 
that  the  abfcefles  which  ufually  happen  in  con- 
fequcnce  of  thefe   difeafes  of  the   bone,  may, 
when  they  are  difpofed  to  break  of  themfelves,. 
be   permirtted   fo   to   do ;  and  that,  in   taking 
away  the  unfound  bone,  non^e,  or  very  little^ 
force  muil:  be  ufed  in   detaching  it  from  the 
found  part  i  for  the  cure  of  the  difeafe  in  the, 
conflitution  cannot,  1  think,  be   expedited   by 
any    furgical    treatment   of    the  part  affeded. 
The  cure,  in  all  thefc  cafes,  muft  be  performed 
hy  a  powerful  and   long-continued  cou.rfe   of 
mercury :   the  mild  preparations  are  to  be  pre-i 
f erred,  becaufe  they  may  be  longer  ufed  than. 
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the  acrid  ones :  as  much  as  poffible  muiOfjli^J 
introduced  into  the  body,  fo  as,gently,  to,  afFe^Oj 
the  mouth,  urinary  or  perfplrartory  organs, 
without  caufing  a  lalivation  ^  becaufe  the  dil^ 
charge  of  faliva,  by  weaken iiig  the  patient^ 
mi^ht  prevent  the  continuance' of  the  mercu- 
rial  courfe  for  the  time  neceiTary  for  the  cure, 
which  is  feldom  lefs  than  two  months.  A  nou- 
rilhino"  dihating-  diet  fhould  be  advifed,  and  ths 
patient  not  be  kept  in  bed,  if  the  fymptoms 
can  be  removed  without  it;  and  in  warm  wea- 
ther, or  a  warmer  climate,  fome  cures  may  be 
effected  without  confinement.  The  decodion 
of  farfaparilla  may  alfo  be  given  with  the  mer- 
cury, which  fliould  be  made  by  boiHng  four 
•ounces  of  the  frefheft  root  that  can  be  pro- 
cured in  four  pints  of  river  water,  till  it  comes 
to  two  pints  :  half  a  pint  may  be  drank  three 
or  four  times  a  day  warm.  This  (liould  be  ad- 
vifed in  all  obflinate  cafes  of  this  kind  ;  for, 
though  I  am  much  inclined  to  think  with 
many  modern  practitioners,  that  it  has  no  power 
in  deftroying  the  venereal  virus,  yet  I  have 
feen  fome  cafes  of  venereal  caries  cured  with 
this  medicine  alone,  after  a  long-continued 
mercurial  courfe  had  Eiiled.  This  I  account 
for  by  fuppofmg,  either  that  this  vegetable  had 
deilroyed  the  venereal  virus,,  or  that  the  difeal^ 
,  ia 
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in  the  part  was  the  remaining  efFecS  produced 
by  the  virus,  which  had  been  eradicated  by 
the  mercury  i  and  that  the  cure  w>^s  then  per-* 
formed  by  the  conilitution,  which  it  was  not 
able  to  do  while  harrafled  with  a  mercurial 
courfe  :  or,  this  idea  being  carried  ftill  further^ 
may  we  fuppofc  that  mercury  keeps  up  the 
difeafe  by  irritating  the  part,  and  that  farfapa^ 
rilla  a(5ts  as  an  antidote  to  fach  irritation  ? — »• 
One  cafe  of  this  kind  happened,  in  1776,  to 
a  Gentleman  belonging  to  one  of  the  Public 
Offices  in  London  :  he  had  a  caries  in  the  me-* 
tacarpal  bone  of  the  fecond  toe,  attended  with 
confiderable  pain,  befides  which  he  had  noc- 
turnal pains  in  his  legs  and  arms  :  I  had  kept 
him  in  a  gentle  falivation  for  two  months  ;  du- 
ring the  lad:  fortnight,  there  was  no  abatement 
of  the  pains,  and  he  v/as  much  weakened  by 
the  ptyalifm  :  his  cure  v/as  completed  by  far- 
faparilla  alone,  and  he  has  remained  well  ever 
lince,  not  having  taken  any  mercury  from  that 
time.  But  in  fome  of  thefe  cafes,  particularly 
thofe  which  are  mofl:  difficult  of  cure,  the  only 
method  of  cure  is,  to  introduce  as  large  a  quan- 
tity of  mercury  into  the  conftitution  as  can  be 
done  with  fafety,  and  in  as  fhort  a  fpace  of 
time  as  poffible  :  mercurial  fumigations  may 
alfo  be  ufed  to  the  dii'eafed  parts.     This  courfe 
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niUfl  fee  continued  daily  as  long  as  the  patient 
can  bear  it,  fo  as  not  to  excite  too  violent  effects 
Upon  the  conftituiion  >  and,  in  fome  cafes,  a 
falivation  feems  neceHary.  Anotlier  obfervation 
upon  this  kind  of  caries  is,  that  it  cannot  al- 
ways be  cured  by  mercury  ;  for,  if  the  vene- 
real virus  has  produced  fuch  a  difeafe  in  a  bone, 
that  a  part  of  it  muft  be  thrown  ofF,  the  ve- 
nereal difeafe  may  be  cured  before  nature  has 
accomplifhed  this  neceffary  a6t :  this  is  {een 
■  ofteneft  in  the  caries  of  the  fpongy  bones  of 
the  nofe,  fmall  portions  of  them  continuing  to 
come  away  at  times  for  many  months  after  the 
venereal  virus  is  eradicated. 

The  next  fymptom  to  be  treated  of,  is  Deaf- 
nefs.  This,  though  it  certainly  has  happened 
from  a  venereal  caufe,  yet  does  very  feidom, 
if  ever,  occur  without  fome  other  fymptom  of 
the  difeafe,  being,  in  moil  cafes,  caufed  by  a 
venereal  afFedion  of  the  adjacent  boney  parts. 
The  cure  is  to  be  performed  by  fuch  a  mercu- 
rial courfe  as  is  necefiary  for  curinp-  the  atten- 
dant  venereal  fymptom.  Mercurial  fumiga- 
tions may  be  ufcd  conveniently  in  this  diforder, 
although  very  little  benefit  is  to  be  expeded 
from  any  topical  remedies,  till  the  venereal  virus 
is  deftroyed.  This  deafnefs  is  ufually  attended 
with  the  teafing  fenfation  of  a  fmging   or  noife 
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in  the  ears,  and  without  any  alteration  in  the 
flate  of  the  ear-wax  :  but  even  this  fymptom 
cannot  always  be  cured  by  mercury,  becauib 
fuch  a  change  may  have  been  produced  in  the 
organ  of  hearing,  by  the  difeafe,  as  to  render 
it  incurable ;  or  it  may  remain  after  the  vene- 
real taint  is  removed,  and  may  afterwards  be 
cured  by  nature,  or  medical  aid. 

Abfceffes   and  Ulcers,   in  various   parts,  are 
the  next  fymptoms.    Venereal  abfcelTes  happen 
moil  often   upon  the  furface  of  the  body  or 
limbs ;    but   the   vifccra,  and   the  cavities   in 
which  they  are  feated,  feem  not  to   be  fubjed: 
to  this  venereal  affecflion  j  for  no  inflances   are 
now  met  with  of  fuch  a  venereal  fymptom  hap- 
pening in  the  brain,  lungs,  heart,  any  of  the 
abdominal  vifcera,  or  in  their  containing  cavi- 
ties.   There  are  no  certain  fymptoms  by  which 
a  venereal    abfcefs   can   be  diflinguifhed  from 
any  other  5    but,  after  a  proper  attention  to 
every  circumftance  of  the  cafe,  a  fkilful  practi- 
tioner will,  in  general,  l:>e  able  to  form  a  pro- 
per opinion  on  the  fubjedl.     Numerous  fmail 
venereal  abfcefies  happen  often  when  there  are 
bad  venereal  eruptions  on  the  ikin,  formingmuch 
like  boils,  breaking,  and  terminating  in  fuper* 
ficial  venereal  ulcers,  which  heal  or  fcab  over  : 
but  this  kind  belong  to  the  fubje<^  of  venereal 
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eruptions.    Venereal  abfcelTes,  In  general,  forn> 
with  lefs  pain  and   inflammation  of  the  tegu- 
ments  than  mofl  others    (except  fcrophulous 
ones)  ;  and   the    contained   matter  is   not  like 
common  pus,   but  is  ufually  of  the  ropy  glairy 
kind,  much  like  what  is  formed  in  a  venereal 
bubo  :   this  is  fomewhat  remarkable,  as  it  tends 
to  prove,  that  this  kind  of  matter  is-  formed  by 
the  peculiar  adion  of  the  venereal   liimulus-, 
and  not,  as  is  by  many  thought,  owing  to  the 
llrudure  of  the  parts  where  it  is  formed  i  for 
it  is  found  in  glandular  parti?,  as  are  the  groins, 
and  on,  the  leg,  where  there  is   no   fuch  glan- 
dular apparatus.     They  are  generally  very  How 
in  their  progrefs,  and  moll:  commonly  accom- 
panied with  coaliderable  furrounding  hardnefs  : 
they  are  ufually  ieated  over,  or   contiguous   ta 
the  fafcia?,  and  feldom  happen  on  the  face^  ex- 
cept when  in  the  lacrymal  fac.     Thefe  kind  of 
abfcefies  may  be  permitted  to  break  of  them-- 
felves;   for   the  cure  depends   chiefly   on   the- 
mercurial  courfc  :  but  if,  when  they  are  fit  to 
be  opened,  there  is  not  a  proper  tendency   iii 
the  part  to  break  of  itfelf,  a  pund;ure  may  be 
made  with  an  impofthume-lancet,  in  the  moll 
depending  part,  for  the  more  favourable  exit 
of  the  matter  ;  and  the  cure  may  be  completed 
without  any  farther  operation,  if  the  part  is 

kept 
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kept  In  a  proper   pofition,    and  conCcantly  co- 
vered with  emollient  relaxing  poultices. 

Venereal  ulcers  are  in  moil:  caies  the  con- 
fequence  of  fuch  abfcelTes.  They  may  be  di- 
vided into  two  forts :  the  one  is  that  in  which 
the  ulcer  refembles  a  common  old  ulcer  in 
the  leg,  the  fore  being  ill-conditioned,,  fur- 
rounded  with  a  hiu'dnefs  of  the  part,  and  ha- 
vmg  callous  lips  :  the  other  is  an  ulcer  of 
the  phaga^denic  kind,  being  painful,  ,exqui- 
fitely  tender  to .  the  touch,  having  jagged 
edges,  and  an  uneven  ulcerate'd  furface  ;  is 
iludded  over  v^ith  round  hillocks  of  vi^hitifli 
fungus ;  and,  on  the  whole,  bears  a  ilirong  re- 
femblance  to  a  cancerous  fore.  Xhefe  ulcers 
in  general  admit  of  no  further  benefit  from 
external  applications,  than  to  keep  them  in  a. 
proper  fiate  with  refpedl  to  the  fungus  which 
may  grov/  on  them,  and  to  give  fame  relief 
to  the  pain  and  tendernefs  :  but  they  can  fel- 
dom  be  healed  by  any  topical  remedies  ;  and 
if  they  could,  the  venereal  vkus  would  (hew 
itfelf  in  fome  other  part  of  the  body,  and,  mofl 
likely,  in  a  v/orfe  form.  The  cure  of  thefs 
abfcelTes  and  ulcers  rauft  be  performed  by  fucli 
a  courfe  of  mercurials  as  will  produce  fome 
evident  effed;  upon  the  body.  Salivation  is 
feldom  neceffaryj  but  ccniinement  to  the  houfe 

is 
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is  Co,  in  moft  of  thefe  cafes.  During  the  form- 
ation of  a  venereal  abfcefs,  if  it  comes  forwards . 
kindly,  the  mercurial  courfe  fhould  be  defifted 
from;  becaufe,  as  I  have  obferved  in  buboes, 
that  giving  or  rubbing  in  mercury,  while  mat- 
ter is  forming,  very  much  retards  this  opera- 
tion of  nature,  it  would  have  the  fame  eiFe(5t 
in  this  cafe.  Some  venereal  ulcers  are  very 
difficult  and  tedious  of  cure  :  mercurial  fumi- 
o-ations  iliould  be  ufed  to  fuch  :  j^um  guaiacum 
alfo,  in  fome  of  thefe  cafes,  is  of  the  greatefl  fer- 
vice  tov/ards  haftening  the  healing  of  the  fores  ; 
but,  though  it  is  a  powerful  afQfcant  in  many 
cafes,  and  will  cure  fome  fuch  ulcers,  yet  it 
does  not  poffefs  the  power  of  deftroying  the 
venereal  virus;  becaufe,  if  during  or  after  fuch 
cures,  a  proper  mercurial  courfe  is  not  admi- 
niftered,  fymptoms  of  the  conftitutional  lues 
venerea  always  appear  afterwards,  as  hath  been, 
proved  by  the  faireft  experiments  made  with 
that  medicine  in  feveral  fuch  cafes.  The  me- 
thod of  uiing  the  gum  guaiacum  is,  by  mixing. 
as  much  of  it  in  a  poultice  of  linfeed-fiour  and 
water,  as  can  be  borne  without  cauling  much 
pain,  and  renewing  it  night  and  morning : 
it  lliould  alfo  be  given  internally,  in  as  large  a 
quantity  as  poffible  without  purging ;  to  pre- 
vent  which    effed;,    a    moderate   quantity  of 
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opium  fliould  be  given  with  it.  I  had  a  pa- 
tient who  took  half  a  drachm  of  guaiacum 
th  ee  times  a  day  (with  fuccefs)  for  fuch 
ulcers.  The  laft  remark  which  I  have  to  make 
upon  this  fubje6t  is,  that  thofe  applications 
which  give  mofl:  eafe  fhould  be  in  every  fuch 
cafe  made  ufe  of,  becaufe  the  chief  dependence 
is  to  be  placed  on  mercury  for  a  radical 
cure. 

The  Venereal  Ophthalmia  is  the  next  ve- 
nereal fymptom  which  requires  our  attention. 
This  is  of  two  fpecies  :  the  one  I  flyle  the  Acute 
venereal  ophthalmia,  in  which  the  inflam- 
mation is  great,  and  the  pain  mo,re  than  is 
ufually  produced  by  fu^h  difeafe  from  ai:iy 
Other  caufe :  the  other,  which  is  the  more 
common  one,  is  very  flow  in  its  progrefs,  at- 
tended with  little  or  no  pain,  and  the  infiam.ed 
^ye  is  of  a  dingy  red  colour  ^  the  eye-lids  alfo 
llave  a  peculiar  livid  appearance,  and  a  reddifii 
tinge  :  this  may  be  called  the  Chromic  venereal 
Ophthalmia,  The  cure  of  the  firft  kind  re- 
quires Gonfiderable  H^ill,  there  being  always 
danger  of  lofs  of  light,  either  from  a  fuppu- 
ration  happening  in  the  globe  of  the  eye,  or 
from  the  cornea  becoming  impervious  to  the 
light.  When  a  fuppuration  takes  place,  the 
eye  finks,  and  is  contrad-ed  into  a  fmall  hardifh 
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iiibilance,  cauiing  an  incurable  blindnefs  :   noi!' 
does  the  blindnefs  caufed  by  an  opacity  of  the 
cornea,    in  common,    admit  of  any  relief  from 
the  medical  or  fargical  arts,  being  caufed  by 
■a  change  of  ilruCture  in  the  whole  fubftance 
of  the  membrane,  and  not,  as  h^th  been  ima-^ 
gined,  by  a  partial  difeafe  of  it.       The    iirft 
objed;  in  the  cure  of  the  venereal  ophthalmia, 
is,    to  remove    the   inflam.mation ;  for    udiich 
purpofe,  cooling  purgative  medicines,  keeping 
the  patient    in  a  conftant  gentle    perfpiration 
in  bed  in  a  warm  room,  procuring  reif  by  full 
dofes  of  opium,    (if  the  pain  in   the  eye  is  fo 
great  as   to  prevent    the  patient  from  having 
natural  fleep)  and  applying  either  emollient,  fe- 
dative,  or  cooling  remedies  to  the  eye,  which-!' 
ever  of  thefe    give    moil  eafe,    are  neceiiary. 
But  bleeding  from  the  arm,  by  a  large  orifice, 
repeated    as   often   as   is   needful,  is  of  much 
greater   effe<ft  in   reducing    the   inflammation, 
than  all  other  remedies.     Bleeding  froa>   the 
temple  by  leeches,  and  bliflers  on.   the  back, 
may  alfo  be  of  ufe.     But  in  this- place  a  very 
critical  queftion  arifes,  which  is.  Whether  mer- 
cury   fliould    be  ufed  at    this    time,    or   not? 
Some  practitioners  affert  th^t  it  ihouid  j  others, 
that  it  is  improper,    becaufc  ir  quicr         the 
circulation  :    but  this   davtriD-.  p.- 


[       128       ] 

plicable  in  other  inflammations,  is  not  fo  irl 
this,  which  ariling  from  a  venereal  ftimulus^ 
mercury,  by  removing  the  caufe,  will  proba- 
bly cure  the  difeafe.  I  have  fcen  a  few  of  thefe 
cafes,  in  which  the  antiphlogillic  plan,  with- 
out mercury,  was  adopted,  and  ufed  in  the 
boldeft  way.  In  one  of  thefe  cafes,  where 
each  eye  was  inflamed,  the  light  of  one  was 
totally  loft,  though  the  patient  v^as  bled  eleven 
times  in  fourteen  days.  I  have  alfo  feen,  and 
have  treated  fome  cafes  in  the  other  method, 
and  am  convinced  it  is  the  beft  prad:ice.  In 
one  of  thefe,  in  which  each  eye  was  inflaiiied 
as  violently  as  in  the  laft-mentioned  cafe,  the 
patient  took  a  bolus  of  a  grain  and  a  half  of 
opium  and  five  grains  of  calomel  every  night, 
and  a  cathartic  draught  in  the  morning*  This 
courfe  was  continued  for  three  weeks  (except- 
ing two  days,  when  thefe  medicines  were 
omitted  on  account  of  a  tendency  to  a  dyfen- 
tery)  j  but  he  recovered  without  any  injury  to 
his  eye-fight.  The  moft  judicious  method  of 
treating  this  difeafe  feems  to  be,  to  begin  by 
•taking  away  fome  blood  from  the  arm  by  a 
large  orifice,  keeping  the  patient  in  a  gentle 
perfpiration  in  bed,  procuring  ftools  daily  by 
cooling  purgatives,  adminiftering  nitre  in  con- 
■fiderable  quantities,  and  ufing  fcdative  and  re- 
pellent 
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peilent  applications  to  the  difeafed  eye.  If  the 
iqafe  is  truly  venereal,  by  which  I  mean,  if 
the  inflammation  is  owing  to  that  caufe  alone, 
the  ^ffed:  of  thefe  remedies  would  be  llowi 
and  mercurial  ointment  fhould  be  immediately 
rubbed  in,  or  a  proper  quantity  of  one  of  its 
mild  preparations  given  internally,  fo  as  to 
gently  afFed  the  mouth  j  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
the  antiphlogiftic  plan  (hould  be  periiiled  in, 
till  the  inflammation  and  pam  are  fo  far  fub- 
dued,  as  to  prevent  all  danger  of  lofs  of  fight. 
This  mode  of  pradtice,  of  ufing  mercury  during 
an  inflammation,  is  further  proved  to  be  judi- 
cious by  that  medicine  being  found  in  other 
fuch  cafes,  particularly  the  phymoiis,  to  be  the 
moft  effectual  in  reducins:  a  venereal  inflamma- 


tion. 


The  FiflulaLacrymalis  is  fometimes  a  fymp* 
torn  of  the  conftitutional  lues  venerea.  It  is 
not  attended  with  any  characfteriilical  marks, 
by  which  it  can  be  diftinguiihed  from  the 
other  kinds  of  fiftula  lacrymalis ;  but  is  ufu- 
ally  attended  with  fome  other  venereal  fymp- 
tom  j  which  circumfl:ance  will,  in  general,  prove 
it  to  be  venereal  :  it  is  alfo  moil  frequently 
joined  with  a  caries  of  the  bones  on  which  the 
lacrymal  fac  is  placed,  or  through  which  its 
dudt  pafTes  into  the  cavity  of  the  nofe,  being 
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fecondarily  produced  by  fuch  difeafe  :  but  this  is 
not  always  fo  ;  for  in  the  Magdalen  Hofpital,  iil 
the  fummer  of  1777,  I  had  a  fair  cafe  of  a  vene- 
real fjPcula  lacrymalis,  vviihout  any  difeafe  of  the 
adjacent  bones. — The  cure  is  to  be  efFed:ed  by  a 
mercurial  courfe,  which,  if  there  are  any  other 
venereal  fymptoms,  muft  be  fuch  as  will- cure 
them;  or,  if  this  fliould  be  the  only  difeafe,  fuch 
a  courfe  as  will  produce  fome  gentle  mercurial 
effect  upon  the  conflitution,  continued  for  fix 
weeks,  will,  in  general,  do  all  that  can  be  ex^ 
pe(5led  towards  a  cure  by  internals  :  but  the 
difeafe  cannot  always  be  cured  by  mercury  j  fof 
fuch  an  alteration  in  the  firudiure  of  thefe  parts 
may  have  taken  place,  as  can  only  be  cured  or 
relieved  by  the  moft  fkilful  furgical  treatment  ; 
which  cafes,  not  being  venereal,  do  not  be- 
long to  the  prefent  work  3  but  the  difeafe  has 
been  judicioully  treated  on  by  Mr.  Pott. 

Tumors  on  the  Hairy  Scalp  and  Nape  of 
the  Neck,  are  a  very  common  effedl  of  the 
conftitutional  lues  venerea.  They  are  hard 
fvvellings,  feated  clofe  under  the  ikin,  and  in 
fize  fomething  lefs  than  a  common  pea  ;  their 
furface  is  ufually  covered  with  a  fcurfy  ilcin  : 
they  are  void  of  pain,  and  are  feldom  difcovered 
but  on  the  Surgeon's  examination.  They  are, 
Jaowever,  rarely  the  only  fymptom  of  the  ve- 
nereal 
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hereal  difeafe :  and  when  united  with  others, 
the  cure  will  ufually  be  efFed:ed  by  the  mercu- 
rial courfe  neceflary  for  curing  fuch  com- 
plaints :  andji  if  there  is  no  other  venereal 
iymptom,  fuch  a  courfe  as  was  recommended 
for  the  venereal  fiftula  lacrymalis  will  cure 
this.  Topical  remedies  are  no  farther  necef- 
fary  than  to  keep  the  furface  of  the  tumors 
fupple  and  warm  ;  which  purpofe  may  he  ah- 
fwered  by  any  mild  cerate  or  ointment. 

The  next  fymptom  is.  Falling- oiTof  the  Hair. 
This  is  faid  by  fome  authors  to  be  a  venereal 
aiFediion,  happening,  infbmeinftances,  without 
any  other  eftecft  of  the  difeafe ;  but,  as  they 
have  not  related  any  fair  cafes  of  that  kind, 
and  none  fuch  are  now  feen,  it  may,  I  think, 
be  fairly  concluded,  that  it  never  occurs  in. 
that  manner  :  but,  as  the  effed:  of  the  laft 
fymptom,  it  does  fometinies  occur,  being  then 
caufed  by  the  venereal  virus  which  affefts  the 
parts  from  v>'hich  the  hair  derives  its  nourifli- 
ment. — The  cure  depends  upon  the  removal 
of  the  fymptom  which  caufes  it  ;  and  the 
growth  of  the  hair  mufl  be  left  to  the  confti- 
tution  j  for  no  farther  benefit  can  be  expecled 
from  any  mercurial  courfe.  This  fymptom  is 
fometimes  caufed  by  the  ufe  of  mercq/y. 
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The  next  fubject  is,  the  Venereal  Hedlc. 
This  difeafe  is  ufaally  accompanied  with  fome 
other  venereal  fymptoms ;  in  which  cafes,  it 
is  difficult  to  know  with  certainty,  whether 
it  is  venereal,  or  arifes  from  fome  other  caufe, 
there  being  no  characSeriflic  fyjnptom  to  di- 
ftinguilh  the  common  from  the  venereal  he6lic. 
But  that  it  is  truly  venereal  in  fome  cafes,  is, 
I  think,  proved  by  its  cure  being  performed 
by  mercury  -,  whereas  that  medicine  is  known> 
from  its  action,  to  increafe  the  irritability  of 
the  human  body,  and  thereby  exaggerate  the 
iymptoms  of  any  other  fpecies  of  hedic. — The 
cure  of  all  thefe  cafes  is  to  be  performed  by 
the  mildeft  mercurial  preparations,  ufed  in  the 
mofl  cautious  manner,  beginning  with  very 
fmall  portions,  and  gradually  increafing  them, 
till  fuch  a  quantity  is  ufed  as  will  produce 
fome  gentle  effedt  upon  the  con  flit  ution.  In 
thele  cafes,  the  mercury  fhould  be  given,  or 
tifed,  night  and  morning,  that  there  may  be 
the  lefs  probability  of  its  irritating  the  conili- 
tution ;  confinement  to  the  houfe  is  proper, 
and  other  medicines  may  be  given  to  relieve 
the  hedic  fymptoms  :  alTes'  milk  is  alfo  found 
to  be  an  efficacious  remedy  in  many  of  thefe 
cafes.  If  the  other  difeafes  are  cured  before 
the  hedlic,  and  its  fymptoms  fhould  be  alle- 
viated. 
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viated,  a  mercurial  courfe  will  be  the  moil  likely 
to  cure  it ;  but,  if  it  fliould  remain  as  bad  as  for- 
merly, it  will  appear  moft  probable,  that  it  is  not 
venereal,  and  that  no  further  benefit  is  to  be  ex- 
pected from  mercury.     Some  cafes  of  hedlics, 
joined  with  other  venereal  fymptoms,end  fatally, 
from  the  conftitution  not  being  able  to  bccjr  fuch 
a  quantity  of  mercury  as  is  requiiite  for  their 
cure,    without  increafing  the  confumptive  ones 
fo  as  to  endanger  the  patient's  being  killed  either 
by  the  he6lic  or  the  venereal  fy mptoms.     The 
effed:  of  opium   fhould  be  tried  in  thefe  cafes  ; 
for,  if  it   was  to  IsfTen   the  irritability  of  the 
conflitution,   fo  as  to    enable  it  to  bear  the  ufe 
of  mercury,   a  cure  might  then  be  effecled  by 
thefe  medicines,  affiiled   with  a   flrong  decoc- 
tion  of  mezereon,    farfaparilla,   or    any    other 
medicines  which  are  likely  to  anfwer  this  pur- 
pofe,  while  other  proper   remedies  are  ufcd  for 
curing,   or  fo   far    relieving,   the  hedic  fymp- 
toms,  as  to  render  the  patient  capable  of  bear- 
ing the  neceffiry  quantity  of  mercury.     The 
next  fpecies  of  venereal  hecflic  is  not  accompa- 
nied  with  any  other  diforder.     It  is  generallv 
believed  that  this  kind  rarely  occurs  :  but  I  am 
of  opinion,  that  it  is  more  common  than  is  in 
general  imagined  ;  for  the  venereal  virus,  when 
in  the  conflitution,  has  even  a  power  of  bring- 
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ing  on  hedllc  fymptoms  before  any  venereal 
ones  appear;  feme  clear  inftances  of  which  I 
have  noticed.  In  order  to  difcover  the  real 
nature  of  this  difeafe,  v^e  fhould  attend  to  the 
manner  in  v^hich  any  former  venereal  fymp- 
toms were  removed  j  for,  if  fuch  cures  were 
effecfted  by  a  few  mercurial  inundlions,  or  dofes, 
there  would  be  reafon  to  fuppofe  the  prefent 
fymptom  venereal.  Another  method  is,  try- 
ing the  effects  of  mercury  ;  for,  if  that  relieved 
the  hedic  fymptoms,  there  would  be  ftrong 
reafon  to  fuppofe  its  being  venereal.  The  cure 
is  to  be  performed  by  a  mild  mercurial  eourfe; 
but  fuch  a  one  as  will  gently  affedl  the  mouth, 
or  fome  other  parts,  is  necelfary.  There  is 
alfo  another  kind  of  hed:ic  accompanying  the 
venereal  difeafe,  and  feeming  to  be  caufed  by 
the  mercurial  courfe ;  for  this  fymptom  does 
not  appear  till  the  mercury  Simulates  the 
body,  and  gradually  deereafes^  and  totally  dif- 
appears,  on  the  mercurial  courfe  being  left 
off;  which  proeefs  has  happened  feveral  times 
duringonecure.  Infuch  cafes,  farfaparilla  fhould 
be  given  in  as  great  quantities  as  the  patient's 
flomach  and  bowels  will  bear,  during  the  mer- 
curial courfe,  it  being  likely  to  prevent  the  ill 
effeifts  of  mercury,  becaufe  it  -certainly  polTefTes 

a 


a  pecaliar  quality  in  curing  the  diforders  caufe4 
by  it. 

A  Cough  is  one  of  the  mofl  uncommon 
fymptoms  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  fo  much  fo, 
that  many  pra6litioners  doubt  whether  a  ve- 
nereal one  ever  occurs.  It  happens  in  fome 
cafes  of  the  venereal  hecftic,  and  is  then  cer- 
tainly an  effecfc  of  the  pox,  if  not  a  true  ve- 
nereal fymptom.  The  following  is  a  cafe  in 
which  it  feems  clearly  to  have  been  venereal, 
and  the  only  fymptom  produced  by  the  dif- 
eafe.— A  Gentleman,  thirty-four  years  of  age, 
was  afHxd:ed  with  a  dry  tickling  cough,  (which 
was  the  only  diforder  he  had)  :  a  cure  was  at- 
tempted by  two  fkilful  Phyficians,  by  the 
moft  judicious  treatment,  but  without  efFedti 
and  was  afterwards  performed  by  mercury 
alone.  From  the  circum.ilances  of  this  pa- 
tient having  been  haflily  cured  of  chancres, 
fix  months  before  the  cough  came  on,  and  its 
being  cured  by  mercury,  it  appears  to  me  to 
be  more  than  probable  that  it  was  a  true  va^ 
ncreal  fymptom. 

An  Ozaena  has  been  already  fpoken  of,  un- 
der the  head  of  Caries  of  the  Offa  Spongiofa. 

The  next    fymptom    is    a  Polypus    of   the 
Nofe.     This  is  not  generally  known,    either 
by  authors  or  pra6litioners,  ever  to  be  vene- 
real 5 
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real :  the  late  Mr.  Samuel  Sharpe  does  not 
mention  the  venere,al  polypus,  either  in  his 
Treatife  on  the  Operations  of  Surgery,  or  his 
Critical  Enquiry  ;  but  Le  Dran,  in  his  Surgery, 
remarks  that  this  difeafe  is  fometimes  caufed 
by  a  venereal  caries  of  the  bones  in  the  nofe. 
An  extraordinary  cafe  of  this  kind  occurred  in 
the  London  Hofpital,  in  1775,  under  the  care  of 
Mr.  Thomfon.  A  man  about  forty  years  of  age, 
had  two  larp^e  polypi  of  the  nofe  :  they  filled 
the  whole  cavity  of  each  noftril,  and  caufed 
a  very  extraordinary  deformity,  by  expanding 
the  nofe  fo  as  to  make  it  cover  great  part  of 
each  cheek,  accompanied  with  a  caries  of  the  oUa 
nafi :  he  had  alfo  venereal  eruptions  on  various 
parts  of  his  body.  This  cafe  v/as  proved  to 
be  venereal  by  its  cure  being  nearly  performed 
by  a  mercurial  courfe,  (without  any  operation) 
which  would  probably  have  been  completed, 
bad  not  the  unhappy  patient  been  taken  ill  of 
a  putrid  fever,  of  which  he  died. — And,  as 
this  difeafe  is  found  in  forne  inilances  to  be 
venereal,  it  is  probable  that  this  kind-  may  oc- 
cur, unaccompanied  with  any  other  venereal 
fymptom.  The  cure  of  this  complaint  muft 
be  attempted  by  fach  a  mercurial  courfe  as 
will  produce  fome  apparent  efFedt  upon  the 
conftitution,   which  muft  be  kept  up  till  tha 

venereal 
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venereal  virus  is  fuppofed  to  be  deflroyed,  and 
tne  operation  of  removing  the  polypus  fhould 
be  deferred  till  then  ;  but  will,  I  fuppofe,  be 
found  neceiTary  afterwards. 

Lofs  of  Sight  is  another  effedt  of  the  confli- 
tutional   lues  venerea.      This  feems  never   to 
happen  from  the  venereal  difeafe,  but  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  ophthalmia,   as  before  men- 
tioned.    Neither  the  cataract,  nor  gutta  ferena, 
feems    ever   to   be  venereal ;  for  the  difeafe  is 
never  found  to   fix  on  any  fmgle  humour  of 
the  eye,   fo  as  to  produce  its  opacity  j    nor  to 
caufe  a  difeafe  of  any  nerve,  which  mufl  hap- 
pen  to  the  optic  nerve  in   the  gutta  ferena. 
Venereal  blindnefs  is  in  moft  infhances  incu- 
rable, being  ufually  the  confequence  of  a  total 
change  of  ftrudture  in  that  organ,  from  a  ve- 
nereal  fuppuration :    but   one  kind  of  blind- 
nefs may  occur,  in  which  fome  relief  may  be 
had  from  a  furgical  operation  j  which  is,  when, 
from  a  venereal  inflammation,  there  has  enfued 
a  thickening  or  opacity  of  the  outer  portion 
of   the   cornea.     The  operation   propofed,   is 
cutting  off  the  opake  part  j  which  muft  be  done 
with  a  very  fine  knife,  fuch  as  is  ufed  for  cut- 
ting the  cornea  in  the  operation  of  extracting 
the  cryftalline  lens  :    this  may  be  done  with 
much  facility  and  fafety,  the  cornea  being  as 
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thick  as  iht  fclerotica.  Bu  it  muft  be  r*?^ 
■marked,  that  this  kind  of  blindnefs  very  fel- 
dom  occurs,  the  caafe  being  ufually  a  change 
of  ftru(5i:ure  of  the  whole  memb;:ane  ;  in  which 
cafe  no  benefit  could  be  derived  from  any  ope- 
fatioi. 

Scaly  Eruptions,  or  Chaps  in  the  Hands,  are 
•  the  next   fymptom  to  be   treated    on.     This 
.difeafe,  in  moft  indances,  is  joined  with  other 
'worfe  venereal   ones  ;    under   which   circum- 
fiances  it  will  be  cured  by  the  mercurial  courfe 
ufed  for    their   cure.       Thefc   eruptions  have 
'ibme  refemblance  to  the  leprous  eruption ;  and 
.the  chmks    which  fometimes  happen,    much 
refemble  the  chaps  in  the  hands  from  extreme 
.  cold.    This  ftate  of  the  difeafe  may  occur  with- 
out any   other  venereal   fymptom,    which   is 
proved   by  the  following  cafe.     A  friend  of" 
-mine,  an  Apothecary j,  had  an  ulcer  fituated  on 
the  fore  finger  of  his  left  hand,  as  large  as  a 
fmall  iilue,  of  a  white  colour,  extremely  pain- 
ful   when   touched,  and    furrounded    with    a 
callous   edge:   the  palm  of  the  harid  was  alfo 
covered    with   a   fcurfy   eruption.     This   had 
been   treated  in    the  moil  judicious   way  ibr 
three  months,  (on   the  fuppolition  of  its  po^ 
being  venereal)   at  the  end  of  which  time  he 
alked  my  opinion;:   J  judged  it  to  be  venereal : 
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lie  treated  it  accordingly,  aod:  was  cared  iif*. 
lefs  than  lix  weeks.  The  cure  of  this  fymp- 
tom  muil  be  performed  by  fuch  a  mercurial 
courfe  as  will  produce  apparent,  though  flight, 
efFedts  upon  the  conftitution  ;  confinement  to 
the  houfe  being  feldom  needfuL 

Small  Ulcers  over  the  whole  iniide  of  the 
Mouth  arid  Tongiie :  this  I  have  ventured  to 
add  to  the  lift  of  fymptoms  of  the  conilitu- 
tional  lues  venerea,  from  having  feen  a  cleat' 
cafe  of  this  difeafe  in  the  Magdalen  Hofpital, 
in  Auguft,  1778.  A  young  womais,  nineteen 
jears  of  age,-  was  taken  into  the  Hofpital  in 
May;  1777,  and  from  that  time  to  the  April 
following,  had  been\at  different  times  fubje(5t 
to  a  coloured  difcharge  from  the  vagirfa,  fome- 
times  accompanied  with  an  ardor  urinXs  which 
was  thought  to  be  a  iluor  albus,  and  treated 
as  fuch.  She  was  now  attacked  with  this  dif- 
eafe :  the  infide  of  her  mouth  and  fides  of  ths 
tongue  were  thickly  ftudded  over  with  fmall 
ulcers,  ^  which  refembled  pundlures  made  by 
a  {harp-pointed  round  inftrument :  each  was 
furrounded  with  an  inflammation,  arid  they 
were  fo  fore  when  touched,  that  eating  caufed 
great  pain.  Emollient,  aftringent,  and  other 
applications,  were  ufed  without  any  benehc  j 
and    the   bark  was   given  internally  vvith  the 
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fame  want  offucccfs.  She  had  obferved,  dtr- 
ring  the  lafl  two  months,  that,  when  her 
mouth  was  better,  the  gonorrhoea  was  worfe^ 
and  that,  when  it  was  better,  her  mouth  was 
worfe  i  which  gave  me  the  firft  hint  of  its  be- 
ing venereal :  but  this  patient's  complaint  was 
proved  to  be  venereal  from  her  being  attacked 
with  true  venereal  blotches  all  oyer  her  body> 
and  their  cure  being  efFeded  by  a  mercurial 
courfe,  after  various  other  remedies  had  failed 
offuccefs. 

The  Head-ach  is  another  difeafe  which 
fometimes  happens  from  a  venereal  caufe. 
This  is  a  common  attendant  upon  the  difeafe, 
when  it  has  produced  a  caries  of  the  bones  of 
the  fkull,  but  in  fuch  cafes  appears  more  as 
the  effed:  of  the  caries,  than  as  a  truly  vene- 
real fymptom.  This  kind  of  head-ach  fome-- 
times  occurs  without  any  other  local  difeafe  j 
it  is  known  from  experience,  that  the  vene- 
real difeafe  is  as  capable  of  producing  pains 
in  the  bones  of  the  head,  as  in  thofe  of  the 
limbs  j  and  in  this  manner  is  this  head-ach  ufu- 
ally  caufed*  But  I  have  had  two  cafes  related 
to  me  of  a  conftant  venereal  head-ach,  without 
any  apparent  ^ifeafe  of  the  outer  parts ;  but 
whether  it  arofe  from  an  afFedion  of  the  bones, 
the  pericranium,  or  what  other  part,  could  not 


[     HI     ] 

be  determined.  The  cure  of  this  fyrtiptom 
mufl  be  performed  by  fuch  a  courfe  of  mercury, 
as  will  produce  fome  flight  effedt  upon  the 
conftitution. 

Such  are  the  moil  common  fymptoms  of  the 
Venereal  Difeafe  :   but  it  has   appeared  in  va- 
rious other  forms  -,  which  cafes  are  to  be  re- 
garded  as  extraordinary  ones,    and   generally 
may  be  accounted  for  on  the  know^n  principle 
of  this  difeafe,  like  moft  other  conftitutionai 
ones,  having  ever  a  tendency  to  fix  on  w^eak- 
ened  or  difeafed  parts.     On  this  theory  it  fol- 
lows,   that   many   cafes,    particularly   furgica! 
ones,  v^hich  had  their  origin  from  fome  other 
eaufe,  may  become  venereal.    In  order  to  form 
a  judicious  prognoftic  upon  fuch  cafes,  three 
circumftances  are  to  be  attended  to;  which  are, 
firfl,  the  event  of  any  former  venereal  com- 
plaints, which  the  patient  may  have  been  af- 
flid:ed   with ;  fecondly,  the  fymptoms  of  the; 
prefent  difeafe  ;  and,   laftly,  the  effeS;  of  mer- 
cury, or  any  other  medicines,  on  the  diforder. 
With  refped:  to  the   firft   circumflance,    thi« 
may  ferve  as  a  guide  in   forming  a  jufl:  pro- 
gnoflic,  by  afcertaining  the  probability  of  the 
difeafe  being  venereal  or  not,  by  former  vene- 
real fymptoms  having  been  fkilfully  cured ;  in 
which   cafe,    there    is   lefs   probability  of  its 
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being  fo,  arid  vice  verfa.  From  the  fecond* 
cLrcumilance,  much  may  be  learnt  frorri  a  dut 
attention  t6  the  appeara:rice  and  progrefs  of  thef 
difeafe ;  becaufe  moft  local  ones,  for  eiample, 
ulcers  and  abTcefles,  ufually  have  fome  peculiar 
iymptoms,  tending  to  difcover  their  true  na- 
tiire  :  but  in  other  cafes  (as  the  venereal  head^  > 
aeh)  no  farther  information  can  be  derived 
from  the  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe,  than  their 
not  refembling  thofe  of  the  fanie  complaint 
from,  any  other  caufe  ;  from  v^hich  cirCum^. 
fiance  there  Would  be  more  probability  of  its 
being  venereal. 

.  The  Fiftula  in  Ano  fometimes  arifes  from  a 
irenereal  caafe^  but  moft  of  fuch  cafes  are  ac- 
companied with  fome  difeafe  of  the  urethr^ 
and  neck  of  the  bladder  :  however,  it  is  pro- 
bable, that  fome  fiflulas  in  ano  may  have  a  ve- 
nereal taint  without  any  othei*  pocky  iymp- 
toms, becaufe  fome  of  them  will  not  heal  till 
mercury  has  been  adminiflered. 

The  laft  fubjeds  to  be  treated  on,  are  thofe^ 
venereal  fymptoms  mentioned  by  ancient  au-» 
thors,  but  which  do  not  now  ever  happen,' 
Their  miflakes  feem  to  have  Originated  from' 
their  not  having  any  proper  theory  oii  th6 
caufes  of  many  difeafes,  vvhich  they  falfely 
clalTed  as  venereal,  froiji  that  being  a  dilorder 
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l^jppofed  cap-able  of  producing  mofl:  others.;  ^ 
?it  is  now   cuflomary  to  call  many  complaints 
-nervous,  or  fcorbutic,   which  are  really  not  fos 
•xnereiy  becaufc  their  origin  and  caufes  are  un- 
known. 

The  lirft  difeafe  of  this  kind  mentioned  by 
tliem  is,  the  Falling  Sicknefs,  which  they  faid 
.happened   in  confequence  of  that  difeafe  at- 
tacking the  brain  :  but  no  cafes  are  given  to 
■prove  the  verity  of  this  aiTertion  ;  and  in  mo- 
dern pradice,  even  in  cafes  in  which  almoil  the 
'Whole  boney  covering  of  the  brain  is  difeafed 
•and  rotted  by  the  venereal  viriis,  no  diflemper 
of  the  brain,  or  impediment  to  its  functions, 
-0re  ever  obferved  to  be  the  confequence:  it  is 
therefore  highly  probable,    that   the  venereal 
virus   never  attacks  the  brain,  as  it  certainly 
ieems  never  to  fix  on  the  nerves.     But  from 
the  unfkilful  ufe  of  mercury,  madnefs  has  been 
produced ;  as  hath  a  violent  diz^inefs  of  the 
bead,  bordering  on  the  falling  ficknefs  j  from 
t;(4iich  circumftances  I  think  it  probable,  that 
the  elfeds  of  mercury  were  miflaken  for  thofe 
of  the  Venereal  Difeafe. 

The  Afthma  is  another  diforder,  fuppofed  by 
the  ancients  to  be  caufed  by  the  Venereal  Difeafe 
when  it  attacks  the  lungs;  but,  as  there  do  not 
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appear  to  be  any  fair  cafes  on  record,  to  prove 
that  this  is  ever  a  venereal  fymptom,  and  as 
none  of  that  kind  ever  nov/  occur,  it  is  cer- 
tainly moft  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  it  never 
is  venereal. 

When  the  venereal  virus  attacked  the  abdo- 
minal vifcera,  it  was  faid  tj3  produce  Pains  in 
the  Bov/els,  and  fometimes  the  Bloody  Flux : 
but,  as  no  fuch  eifed:s  of  the  venereal  difeafe 
are  ever  now  feen,  we  imagine  that  it  never 
caufes  thefe  fy mptoms.  As  a  circumflance 
tending  further  to  ftrengthen  this  opinion,'  it 
may  be  addedj  that  venereal  matter,  even  taken 
into  the  ftomach,  feems  incapable  ofprodt^ 
cing  any  difeafe  of  that  bowel  -,  which  I  am 
induced  to  believe,  from  two  well-authenti- 
cated inflances  of  venereal  matter  being  received 
into  the  flomach  without  producing  any  dif- 
eafe. This  m.ay  be  accounted  for,  on  the 
theoi^y  of  the  matter  having  been  fo  decom- 
pounded by  the  ad  of  digeftion,  as  to  lofe  its 
virulence,  and  being  probably  thereby  totally 
changed  in  its  nature.  It  muft  alfp  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  difeafe  here  treated  of,  is  fimi- 
lar,  id  all  its  fymptoms,  to  what  is  fometimes 
caufed  by  the  mercury's  irritating  the  bowels. 

The  Leprofy  has  alfo  been  faid,  by  authors^ 

to 


[     145    ] 

to  be  in  fome  cafes  venereal.  This  idea  migh't 
have  arifen  from  venereal  eruptions  bearing  a 
faint  refemblance  in  fome  bad  cafes  to  the  le- 
profy,  and  from  the  circumffcance  of  mercury- 
being  of  ufe  in  fome  leprous  cafes.  But  the 
fa(5t  is,  that  the  leprofy  is  very  different  in  its 
appearance  from  any  cafes  of  venereal  eruptions; 
and  the  authors  who  treat  of  it  as  venereal, 
give  no  cafes  to  prove  their  alTertion ;  and  of 
the  leprous  cafes  which  occur  in  this  coun- 
try, no  venereal  ones  are  ever  obferved :  from 
all  which  circumflances  it  may  be  fairly  in- 
ferred, that  the  leprofy  never  is  venereal. 

I  beg  leave  to  finifh  this  Work  with  an 
extrad  from  the  conclufion  of  Mr.  Pott's  moft 
excellent  Treatife  on  Ruptures,  which  ex- 
a(flly  coincides  with  my  fentiments  on  this 
fubjed:. 

*'  This  is  a  fubje6l  in  which  mankind  are 
"  much  interefted,  and  on  which  a  good  deal 
**  might  be  faid  ;  but,  as  an  honeil  attempt 
*'  to  fave  the  afflided  from  the  hands  of  thofe 
*'  who  have  no  charaders  to  lofe,  might,  from 
**  one  of  the  Profeffion,  be  mifconftrued  into 
**  malevolence  and  craft,  I  will  not  enter  into 
**  it,  but  fhall  conclude,  by  wifhing  that  they 
"  who  have  capacity  to  judge  of  thefe  matters, 
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"would  not  faffer  themfelves  to  be  deluded 
**  by  the  impudent  affertions  of  any  Charlataa 
**  whatever,  but  determine  in  this,  as  they 
**  do  in  many  other  things,  by  the  event"  of 
cafes  fubmitted  to  their  management,  and  ta_ 
that  of  regular  practitioners. 


THE      END. 
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